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CHAP. VII. continued. 

*< rr^HE fecond a6l of the farce foon came on ; 
" X but tlie mufic that fucceeded, gave the au- 
" dience a favourable opportunity to make theni- 
«• feWes merry about that unexpefled incident of the 
« difcovery of the count's marriage, notwithftand- 
" ing all his artifice and affefted ftratagems to con- 
" ceal it. Some fliort time before the mufic wa» 
** over, the king of the ball found himfelf not a lit- 
" tie indifpofed, and under an abfolute necefliry to 
« Withdraw, and quit the ball as imperceptibly as he 
« could. As he delayed his return for fome confi- 
« derable time, every one in the room was enqui- 
<* ring what wfi^s becpme of him : nor could any bo- 
** ^X S'^^^ ^^^ ^^*ft ^^^ ^^ tidings of him. All the 
** gentlecnen's valets in the inn, as well as the fervants 
*' ht\ong\ng to the houfe, were ordered, if poflible, 
<« to find out the place of his retreat. At laft, after 
« a long and diligent fearch, his majefty was difco- 
« vered fnoring, and in a very profound (leep, in a 
*f pertain little hut, like that in which the cebbra- 
** ted Arius breathed his laft. . This difcovery fet 
<* the whole aflembly in a roar, v/ho let fly a thou- 
«' fand little waggiih remarks on this new adventure. 
Vol. II. B « The 
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« The proper perfons employed ufed their utmoft 
<« endeavours to wake him^ but found it no very eafy 
<* tailu In.fliojt^ fhougk tctuted.ia foW^et. meafure, 
" he fell fo faft afleep again, that they were forced 
«« to convey him to his bed, in order for him to finifh 
« his nap, which kept his eyes faft clofed till the 
« next morning. . The coflxpany, Jiowever, were by 
" no means inclihed^to follow his example, and did 
. « not feem to. regret, in any inconfokbla manner, 
** the abfence of their monarch ; but . put it to the 
« vote whether the ball' (hould be continued 5 and it 
« paffed in the affirmative by a great majority, efpe- 
«< cially as all the neceflary diiburfements were fully 
« defrayed. Accordingly my lady gave her. hand to 
« the marquis, and the dutchefs to a young lord-, and 
« they began the ball again with a minuet of four, 
*« and continued dancing with fp.irit t411 eleven olclock. 
*c and diverted thenifelveg ftill farther; at proper in- 
«c tervals, with a hearty, laugh at this merry adven- 
« ture of their mock-king of the ball. 

«< When we were returned to ou:r inn, I mentioned 
«< to Mr. Lake the cirpumtUnce of the opIUm with 
«< fome real concern : hut. he. affUred me, that he 
«* knew full well the quantity th^at was sidrtiiniftered, 
€* and that there was nothing to fe4r on that fcore, 
u However,. 1. engaged him,.tor my own private fa. 
c. tisfaaion, to ftep up with me into our found (leep^ 
u cr's apartment. We found him fafe andwell m 
■c< 1,13 bed,, but loth to open his eyes; ^"d it was 
. wkh fome difficulty that we effeaed It. Mt-.Uke 
•c. adminiftered^a. little lemon-juicc, and prex^aued on 
•u him to fWallow it ; which brought him fo far to 
« himfelf, that he chatted with us for a little while. 
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<« but thfen- rclapfcd into another nap. We left hii 

<< and went to bed ourfelves, upon Mr. Lake's rej 

f' faring Xks that there was not the leaft danger to 

*^ apprehended from the frolic that had been playc 

" As foon as 1 was up, I made it my fiift bufin< 

<* to know how our niock-hero was ; and the accot 

<* Ireoeived convinced me* that mf real concern l 

*^ hhn wis ^o'undlcfsr. Being thus for (atisfied, 

** Went di redly to the Pouhon fpring,. where I fou 

« my lady and the dutchefs) accompanied by i 

" gentry of our party, who were diverting the 

«< fclves with the recoUeftion of the follies and ext 

'< vagant adventures of the preceding- even! 

** Though this farce of o«rs- was extremely dive 

^< ingi, yet we could not fbrbear blaniing Mr; L: 

" for pufiiing^ the affair to<o far ; and telling him t 

. " he was perfeftly cruel in expofing the man in 

<f public a manner. We preadied to'him, howe^ 

<* to no manner of pufpofe ; for he imagined it tc 

" a downright a6t of charity, and infifted that 

«< raeafures more falutary coiild poflibly be tal 

« with men of his chajafter, than to let their Ci 

f* gious fbUies in thte moft glaring light, in order t 

>« they might not ad the part of impoflors any m< 

« We agreed, that his ridicule was juft, upon 

<« fuppofitiort that the party expofed was capable 

« feeing his error, and willing to amend it; but t 

<« It appeared plain to us, that he had been wafr 

« the Ethiopian vi^hit^, and that all his ledlures 

« morality wiiuld have no manner of effe6l, rior bi 

<• about the ieaft reformation. In fhort, it \v<i3 

« joint opinion, that notwithflanding this public; 

.« grace, our mock-count would never ceafe his 

I B z ** travagrj 
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" travagances whilft he had any money left to fup- 
" port them ; and that even then all the change or 
<< alteration that would he difcernible in him would be 
<« this, that we fhould only fee misfortune and folly 
♦* clofely united. You may (ay, gentlemen and la- 
<« dies, whatever you pleafe,_ faid Mr. Lake; but I 
<< am determined to play the phyfician once more j 
«< and in cafe my fecond dofe proves ineffedual, I will 
»< give you ray word I will renounce the profeflion. 
*« If my prelcription fails of itsdefired efFedt, it fli^l 
•' not be my fault. However, let the worft come to 
•* the worft, he can but remain the fame incorrigible 
« blockhead he appears to be ; and he has given us 
" a comedy at his own expence. Not to keep you 
•* in fufpence any longer, T am determined to dub 
^* him king of the Bobelins. It is an ancient ceremo- 
*« ny that I once faw folemnized here at the Spa, 
•< fome years ago. I will have it revived, and no 
<* cpxcomb was ever better qualified for fo dignified 
«< a poft. I will undertake the management of the 
*« whole affair j and all the indulgence I crave in this 
<* my intended coronation is, that no one here prefent 
M fliall obftrua me in the profecution of it. Our 
«< mock-king, now perfeftly recovered from his drow- 
<t fy fit, having adjufted all the important concerns 
"of his toilette, took it in his head to go to mafs, 
«' but with what view, whether to make a merit of 
** it, or to put on the air of a found catholic, I (hall 
*« not prefume to determine : as loon as mafs was 
« over, the abbefs of***, who happened likewife to 
<*. be there, and fat at his elbow, took a turn into 
«« the garden of the Capuchins, where we were walk- 
"^* ing. She had not been there jibove five ininptes, 

whea 
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** when we perceived one of the count's valets run- 
** ning towards her ; and, without making any apolo- 
<' gy, he afked her in a very dbrilpt manner whethet 
<< ihe had not found his mafter^s agate fnuflP-boT, 
*< which he had loft in the chapel. The abbfefs, 
^< fomewhat ftartled at fo odd an addrefs, told hini 
^< ihe had not; whereupon the valet, who had learned 
'< his diTurance from his mafter, made his applJcati- 
*^ ons to every one that had been at church, and a(k- 
*< ed the fame impertinent queftion ; and receiving n6 
<< (atisfadtorj anfwer, he obliged the reverend father ft 
** of the Capuchins to fearch every hole and cornet 
<* for his mafter*s ftray fmifF*box. I muft own, faid 
** the abbefs, I /bould have been pJeafed, had th6 
«' box been found ; for the impertinent fellow accoft- 
<< ed me in fuch an audacious manner, as if he fu(^ 
*< pe^ed I had pilfered it. And her notion, ihe foon 
'' found, was well grounded ; iot the count himfelf 
<* immediately addreiied her, and with an air of gra^ 
** vity be^ed ihe would return hiui his ihuiF-bor» 
'< iince the lofs, madam, faid he, would.be ifrepa^ 
<* rable, as it was given me by the princefs of *** as 
« a diftinguiihing mark of her favour and affe^tion^: in 
«( ihort, madam, added, he, I am undone unlefs yoil 
** reftorc iv The abbefs, perfedlly confounded to 
<< hear fuch an extravagant addrefs, treated him as a 
« fcoundrel, and an infolent fellow, and bid him nxake 
«* his impertinent enquiries elfewhere. The marquis 
<* feemed highly oiFended, and efpoufed the caufe of 
<< the abbefs, and told him, that he deferved to be 
« caned. The abbefs, however, begged of him to 
" drop the quarrel, faying very fmartly, that|be man, 
^ who is fuch a fribble as to patch and paint, could 
B J «« never 
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** .ncverterrifyy.aniy woimmtfaat be attacks; and fhe 
<* pp&fumcd, he was one of thofe eiteminate cox- 
f < combs, In ihort» the foon difconcertcd him, and 
^ fent him away with a flea in his ear. 

** No fooner were we fat down tp dinner, but iil 
*^ comes our mock-hero } and in a minute or two af- 
<* t« came his valet, with hi« agate fnuff-boz, in- 
'< fo;rmiDg him at the fameitime that he had, through 
^* mi(lake> left it upon his toilette. Now, fir> ikid 
*^ the marqiiis, (he leaft you cin do, as foon as joti 
** have dined, is, to wait on the abbefs, and beg her 
** pardon ; and I infid on your doing it, .or-^Oh 
** lard ! dr, faid our cowardly blundetbufs, that! will 
*^ do> you may depend upon 4t: but upon my faith, 
<< fir, I imagined {hat the lady who fat next me at 
<< church had concetiled k, with an intent only to 
" put me. into a panic. It-was agreed, however, Jbe-^ 
*' tween them, that this egr^tous miiHemeanour 
^< ihouldtbe huihed up> in cafe ^he waited -on the ab- 
** befs, and gave her all -the fatisfadion ihe required t 
^< and Mr. Lake, who delights iu nothing ib 'much a^ 
** drollery^ endeavoured to calm thisilorm, in hopes 
^< :to get the.abbeis.on his fide, and to play her part 
•* in the new-intended ifaxce. 

*' This cafnal adventure having cut our dinner 
•' fomewhat ihorter than ufual, we withdrew to the 
'< coffee- hou(e, in order to make a party at billiards, 
M and trifle away there an ho^r or two, till it was 
«« time /to wait upon my lady. Whilft we were there; 
4i a hawker accidentaUycame in, one who ftroils ^nl 
^ fair to fair, in order to vend a few toys and trii\- 
« kets.« He opened his packet, anddefired us tocaft 
^< our eyes.OA his wa^es, in hopes we might become 
~" ' . <« cuftomers. 
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*' tn(ik>tii€ts. ^lihsid Unit elk in it^ beiides a parcel 
«* of fniiff-b<)i!»*,cohipofed'6f a ceitain ftdne, called 
«• the Maycnce Flinty w4ik!h thofe hawkers impoie 
«* oti the public for agate. We looiaed upon feveral 
«* of them, and ated the.price. He did not'feem to 
" be very extravagant in'his demands, though we ima- 
Mgined he Over valued tbem. However, faid he, 
<«^>gBnTi«nwn,-the bcft I have are at your fervloeat a 
" ^inea ^iefe ; Iho^igh Le fwore> at the fajone time, 
*< he hadifoliione of^them thatverymorning'to Monf. 
*< the c<nint ^f L**** for no lefs than three ducatff. 
<« This uMxpe^ed ecdairciflement unravelled the 
** rayfterious piece o gallantry conferred oahioiy as 
/< he pretended, by the princefs of * * * ; and by <^at 
'•* imeatls W5e w«fe firlly convinced j beyond ail corffra* 
f* k^ion^ Thut the^and pr6ient>was nothing cfiore 
** than an air of ^vanity, and a grofs xinpoiitkfa ; iind 
'* from thence -we'ccaiclttded, that the empty-bedded 
^ purcha(«r'^^s no better dhan an iacoifrigible cox*i> 
•< comb. W^etook.particuiarcare^'ho^KeVer, toiBlaiee 
** the lla^eT net only to repeat die cdunt's name 
f^ over and over, btfttogive us a defcripttonoflhis 
*^ perfi>n and dfefsvleft he and we &oald be ihiftiken 
** kibixr man: but'bemg fully &tisfied who the pur^ / 
^< ' chafer wa3 of fbdieapa bargain, ^eivaiced iihme^ • 
^< diately upon the abbefs to divert her with an ac- 
" count of die accidental dilcovety which we had 
'< made. Upon hearing our tale fliie laughed vtery 
<« heardly, and begjged .that we wbuki accompaay lier 
** to ihy Itdy's, where we^ould be iure of meeting 
<* with the dutchefi. We waited oh her according* 
** ly, to whom we communicated our little anecdote^ 
tt with which they were h^hly delighted. In the 
B 4 <* interim. 
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interim, our droll Mr. Lalce, who flayed behind 
with the count at the inn^ had prevailed on the 
felf-conceited coxcomb to accept of the title imd 
honours of the King of. the Bobelins ; a favour 
which every one, faidhe, will be ready and willing 
to confer upon you as a grateful acknowledgement 
for the late amufement with which you indulged 
the ladies. Our <giddy-brained mock-hero 'was ea- 
illy drawn into thetnare; and looking upon this 
new title, though ridiculoufl enough in itf^lf, as a 
mark of high refpeft and diftinftion, begged of Mr. 
Lake that he would ufe his intereft at the enfuing 
election. Our droll promifed him to ftand his friend 
in that imporfant article,, on this exprefs condition^ 
that he kept the affailr an impenetrable fecret^ left 
fome perfon or other of equal merit with himfeif 
might entertiain a thought of becominjg his compel 
titor ; and left the abbefs moreover, in order to 
avenge the indignity he had fo lately offered her, 
ihould cabal ag^tnft. him, and prevent his.eleQion. 
The preliminaries thus fettled, Mr. La^e tbok his 
leave of the count, and fet out in all hafte to vilk 
the ladies, and give them a true and juft account 
of this whimfical expedition. He likewife inflru6t^ 
ed the abbefs how to play her part, when the 
count came to her to make his apology for his too 
raih deportment : and whllfl he was upon the fpot, 
for their farther amufement he drew up^ extern^ 
pore, the preamble to the edidt or adt for the elU"- 
•blifhment of the approaching ele£tion ; to which we, 
who were to bear a part in the farce, gave our unar 
nimous confent. And as it was drawn up in fuch 
an humorpus manner, I thought it worth my while 

" to 
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** to make a tranfcript of it for the amufement of my 
** readers. 

« The form ran thus. 
« We the Bobelins, found and unfound, here alFem^ 
«* bled at the Spa, for the refpedtive recovery of all our 
** maladies both prefent and to come ; and more efpe^ 
'^ cially for the evacuation of all fuch humours as are 
** of a gloomy, bilious, and atrabilarious nature j to 
" all fuch as fliall fee, read, or rightly underftand, 
** the contents of thefe prefents; and above all to fuch 
*« of our members as are far gone in the fpleen or the 
** vapours, friends, true or falfe, now a£tually refident 
** on the fpot, and engaged in the laudable and loyal 
*' plan which We are now carrying into execution ; 
" health, honour, py, appetite, and a free paflage of 
«< their waters : Now know all men by thefe prefents 
« that, purfuant to the antient and laudable cuftom of 
<< ourpredeceffors, we are very felicitous, that the ef- 
*« tabliihed difcipline of our water-drinkers fliould be 
** no ways violated or infringed, for want of a proper 
<' chieftain, or bead, capable of watching over and pre- 
** ferving thofe invaluable privileges to which we have 
«< had a juft right and title from time immemorial : and 
«' whereas the moft noble, the moft illuftrious, and 
«< moft glorious of all tho/e privileges is, our fndefea- 
« (ible right to make choice of a king to rule over us ; 
« and that fuch eledtion is to be from time to time held 
<« at our capital, the Spa, according to the antient Bo- 
« belinic laws and conftitutions; we have taken it into 
« * our moft ferious confide rat ion, and that with all th^ 
<* mature deliberation imaginable, to fill the thronf , 
« vacant by the refignation of my lord Colihchet, olf 
B 5 ** late 



to NEW AMUSEMENTS 

*< late king, of J070U8 memorj : kaving, with indefatf* 
<« gable induftry, made due fearcfi, throughout the 
« whole extent of our dominions, for a fubjedt worthy 
■" of being raifed to that royal dignity, we have caft a 
«* favourable eye on that moft puiflanr, moft illuftri- 
" ous, and renowned lord, Monf. N. N. who h^th hi- 
" therto too modcftly concealed his lingular talents un- 
« der the humble title of the count of L * ♦ ♦, &c. &c- 
« with a laudable view, by this our unanimous choice, 
«* to add a new luftre to his moft fhining qualities, 
«* and convince the whole world of his extraordinary 
" perfonal, as well as acquired accomplifhments, by 
•* fetting them in the faireft and moft advantageous 
** light: and we are the rather induced thereto on ac- 
" count of the near affinity and alliances of the count 
.«« above named, not only to all the fovereigns and prin- 
" ces of the European world, but to Prefter John 
■« himfelf, the king of Congo, and the feveral Yncas 
« of Peru, whofefriendlhipand.regard ought to be held 
« in the higheft eftimation by our republic. We there- 
« fore the Bobelins, whofe names are hereunder fub- 
« fcribed, in the name of our whole body corporate, 
<* and by virtue of the full powers with which we are 
*« inveftfed, do declare to all people to whom thefe 
<< prefents may come, or in any ways belong or ap- 
<« pertain, that we have made choice of, elefted, and* ^ 
«« created, and by thefe prefents do n^ake choice of, ^ 
« ele6t, and create, the above-named moft noble, 
«* moft illuftrious,and puiflant lord, the count of L***^ 
** King of the Bobelir.s, and of all the fountains to 'the 
<* faid Spa belonging, or in any wife appertaining, to- 
«« gether with all thofe honours, rights, privileges,^pre- 
♦'< rogatives, immunities, &c. &"c. attached to the high 

.** dignity 
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w dignity aforefaid; hereby ordering aad dirc&ng^ 
<< that he the faid ceimt (hall be flcknowlec^ ai fudi 
" in adl i^ladej «s far as tmr fibbdiwc juriidi^on may 
<< extend^ and by ail our officers and igents wherever 
<^ reading ; ftri^ly e^ining aH our Bobeiins, of what 
<<.agey rex> c^ualitT^, order> ftate, or condition foever» 
<< to acknowledge him as their lord and fovereign, and 
*^ to teftify> all that homage, veneration and refpe£t doe 
♦< tofbilluftrioUs apferfonage,under thepena,k/ of arbi- 
** tcaiy puniffimenty abd onr h^dil^leafure. And be« 
«< ing farther, fdlicftious, that his majeft'y (hould be am- 
«* ply furniiked aiid:pravided with all things neceflary 
<< and expedient for thfi better maintenance and fiip- 
<* port of that d^ty and high charader which he 
« bears and fiiftains> we do'herieby aiUgn, tt-dnsfer, and 
** fet over to him all tho£e revenues and domains for^ 
^ mcri^ occupied, poirefied;iand enjoyed, by hi* royal 
<^ predeceifors; and as afn inctifputable mark and tt^h 
<< mddy of-our pecuiiac^ venecati^and efieeih for his 
•< perfoh, we thereto aidd, With the uttooft pieafure, all 
<< the profits and advantages ariiing from the exhala- 
*• tions of jall our feveral and refpective fprings whe- 
<« thef ferruginous, vlttioUc, or atrimonioUS; that 
<« is to fay, our fprings Of Pbulfdn, Sauvcniere, Gro- 
f iftee, TonheJet, W^troz^ Barizbrt and Niveae, &c; 
<* for the bettfer^itta(ht*nance'and fupport of the daily 
« eXpences of life toilette ; rizi foch as painty' patchfe?, 
« ribbands, &C.-&G. and moreover, we with equal 
«« pleafure add the profits arifing from the fulphurc- 
*♦ Ous- vipours of dur (pdng called^ Geronfter*, to de- 
^« firay thte pfetly J$!3tpences naturally, accruing from thd 
^' friJquerit purch^f^^f afuffideintanti reafooable num- 
^ bo^ ^f li^le goiden tooth^prck-c^es^' gold watches, 
"'•'■>' / «* with 
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** time, ftt the fountain of Pouiiony with alt the pomp 
** and fplendoT that a public affair of fo high an im^ 
'< portance to the Bobeline fociety woukl well admiC 
** of on fo fliort a'notice. Oinr cra^j^crowned count 
** took ailthcfe compliments of my lady a» literal fa^ts, 
** returned her a thoufand thanks for her folHcitation^ 
** in his favour, and thbt it was his earned deiire, if 
" flie approved of his motion, to be crowned by the 
« hands of the dutchefs. In ihis Ae readily acquief- 
•« ced ; but adviied him, however, to keep the projedt 
*< an impenetrable fecret, and not to make his perfonal 
" appearance till he had proper intimation ; for, to 
** tell you the truth, faid fte, 'tis prbp6fed to beper- 
" formed- by a prodamation, all at once, and wholly 
** unexpected ^ and that he would find it redound more 
" to his glory. Theft precautions feemed to be high- 
** ly ileceflary, becaufe the proje^ors were afraid left 
" fomc. one oyer-officiou's perfon or Another 'fliould 
*< open his eyes, and convince him of his vanity khd* 
" felf-conceft. He proraifed jJut46tu^Hy to obey aft 
" her ladyfhij^'s iriftrudtions, and withdrew in perfeft' 
^« raptures. As for my own part, to fpeak the truth 
♦* ingenuoufly, I heartily pitied the poor man,' and 
<* could not but think, in myoWti ^riWtte judgmeht, 
« that the delufion was perfectly crUel. ^ The mar- 
♦* quis, as highly difguftedathis HUcoiidirft is'he was,' 
<*' gave iiitb my fehtimenti ; bttr all our' tornpaffion 
«< was of no avail, we were over-powered by num- 
" bers, and fo fuffeted him^ tb fwim dbwn with the 
•* ftream. 

« When the appolht^d afterndort was at hand, .we 
«* conceffed the humotots pf6fecuti6n of this farce, 
«« but' fubmifted the ^hble cJirc'and'iAanagement'o? 
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«< It to the conduct of Mr. Lake, and t fellow droU 
«« of h« acquaintaace, one fignor Gratiani, to bring 
** on tlic intended procefiion. There was mufic e- 
" nough ready at hand; there wa« nodiverfion for an 
«< Englifliman, and an Italian, wkhouC it. They rc- 
** tained, in the name of the count, and by hia exprcft 
^* orders, all the inftruments that were to be procured 
** at the Spa, fuch as haat-boys, French-horns, tio- 
" lins, bafs-viols, lutes, harps, flutes, down to the pipe 
** and tabor. 

" The next morning the count, by the advice of 
** fignor Gratiani, fent his valet to almoft ' every inn 
** in the town, to invite all the water-drlakers to be at 
** the fountain of Pouhon exaftly at three in the af- 
<* ternoon, in order to partake of an entertamment 
** which he propofed to give there. This intelligence 
** foon got wind, and ran from houfe to houfe, through 
"* every corner of the Spaf No one foul failed of 
** giving his attendance. Every one was highly fend- 
'* ble of the count's folly and extravagance, and their 
** curioiity induced them to go and fee what a grand 
«* figure he propofed to make there. The French- 
** horns^ planted at a houfe adjacent to the wells, 
*<« opened the grand entertainment. The Pouhon hall 
^* abounded with inftruments of mufic of all fotts, 
«« which formed, indeed, an aukward and odd kind of 
>* concert, yet it created a virorld of diverfion. This 
<^ rough mufic put the whole numerous affembly into 
** perfed good-humour, and confirmed them in the 
*< refolution they had before taken of conferrirtg on 
'*< the count a title, which fo aptly would correfpond 
«' with his egregious follies, that no perfon whofc- 
« ever would entertain a thought of becoming his ri- 

" vaL 
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«* val. In the hall th^re was a table plentifully fpread 
<< with comfits, bifcuits, fruits of all forts, tnd tarts 
** in abundance ; with a variety of liquors, the ehoiceft 
** of ales, wine, and cyder: the fountain itfelf wasde- 
** corated with the g&yeft flowers, and additional gar- 
** lands j and our royal adventurer purchafed for him- 
* felf a crown cooipofed of Italian flowers, which coft 
>< him a brace of guineas^ to wear upon this iblemn 
* ' occafion. And in order to render the fcene ftlll 
*< more burlelque and humorous, fignor Gratiani had 
'** taken care to have a brilk arch lad, whom he had 
** tutored, dreffed in the very fame gorgeous attire 
" with the count. There were divers pieces of 
** whale-bone fewed in the folds, or plaits, of his coat, 
** to imitate the form of the count's pockets, which 
** were extended beyond dl meafure, and beyond the 
** fafhion : the lad had a ribband at his ftirt collar, of 
« the fame colour with his clothes j in imitation of the 
** red paint made ufe.of by the count at his toilette, 
V his cheejcs were befmeared with the juice of rafberr 
*« ries ; and In order to make the copy appear as like 
<* the original as poflible, his face was patched all o- 
« ver ; in Ihort, the young fellow was equipped, in 
« every refpe^l, in the count's talle. In this gaudy 
** trim, he adled the part of his majefty's herald at^ 
•* arms, and preceded the count in the royal procefli- 
<* on. At the firft fight of the yourig wag, nobody 
*' could refrain from laughing, as he cAt fuch a comic 
« figure, and fo perfectly refembled the count, hig 
y matter. 

. «* However, I foon perceiv,ed my firft reluCtance re- 

f < vive at the fight of a fcene which could not fail of 

I* refiefting an everlafting difgrace and ridicule on th^ 

, «« thoughtlefs 
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'^ thougbtlers extravagant coxcomb : my heart mif- 
** gave me, and I iincerely repented that I had conni- 
'* vedat the profecution o{ this new farce. I thought 
« it incumbent on me to renew 1117 endeavours to fruf- 
** trate the monilrous proceedings. I mentioned my 
*« difguft to the marquis, who gave into my fenti- 
•* ments ; as did alfo the good-natured abbefs j and 
f* the dutchefs, like wife, to whom fhe had told the 
** ftory, acknowledged, that the farce was carried to 
'* too great a length ; and (he very much feared, that 
•* the cataftrophe, contrary to all farces, might prove 
** tragical in the iiTue, when the count's eyes came to 
f * be opened, and he began to be fenfible of the grofs 
*< indignity that was offered him. We ufed our utr 
*^ moft endeavours to bring my lady over to our par- 
*' ty ; but (he could ic^ce be perfuaded to renounce 
/^ the fight of a farce that was fo well calculated tx) 
'* hit her tafte. However, as fhe was inclined to pity, 
<* notwi^hftanding her natural vivacity, and fondnefs 
<* for mirth, fhe confented to drop all further proceed^ 
'< ings, and undertook to expoftulate with Mr, Lake 
<* on the important topic. She iniifled on having a 
«< perfonal conference with him ahout it ; and accordr 
y ingly made ufe of all the eloquence /he was millrefa 
** of, to prevail on him to defill; and we begged of 
** him to be ruled by my lady. 'Twas with no fmall 
«« difficulty that he renounced fo joyous an entertain- 
'< ment, which he had fo artfully concerted, and 
** brought fb near tq perfection. He yielded, howe- 
<* ver, to our joint entreaties, partly overcome by rea- 
*< fon, and partly by complaifance. Signor Gratiani ^ 
** very readily acqui^efced: but the moft difficult point 
« was, to bring over the party principally concerned, 

i* to 
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♦< to decline the propofcd coronation. Nobody was 
*« willing to undertalce lb ricldiih an affair as to cure 
^« hrm of his blindnefs. One 4ady might prove his 
" phyfician better than another, and oiy lady'was de- 
" termined to take that office Upon herfelf. 'In the 
•* height of this important debate, tbe giddyrbiained 
** count, impatient of attaining to the joy^lty propo- 
•* led, made his appearance on the ftage niore affe€l- 
•* ediy drefled out than ever. -Me had neither l^ared 
** paint, patches, nor curls. Mis valets, like wife, all 
" in the richeft liveries, attended liim with an air bf 
*• gravity fuitable to theoccafion ; and -the merry An- 
" drew, his grotefque herald at arms, preceded htm, 
** archly afftding all his arrs, and -bis vety gak. T^his 
** ridicrilousretinue fet the whole 'afrelfHbly,wtuohwai 
•* very mmierous, upon a -perfWl ¥oar; and'we Otar- 
•* felves, tiotwithftanding all otar bumanity and fi^Hdw- 
«* feeling for him, could not reifrain frofti burfHng out 
^* into laughter. The count, t^rufting throu^' the 
** crowd, went up diieftly to thedutchefs, not doubt*- 
«* ing but he (hould receive bis coronation from bet 
** fair hands. Her grace, bowever, took the coxcomb 
" on one fide, and told bim with an-air ofcoldncfsand 
•* difdain, that his eyes muft be extremely dim, if h6 
'< could not fee that he was made the ptiblic objedt 
« of ridicule. — Who does your grace fpeak of.^ not 
*' me, I hope ! — ^Yes, you, fir, with all your conceited 
'< and ridiculotis airs, (aid my lady ; and all that we, 
'< and tbefe gentlemen here, bave faid and done, bad 
*< been with no other vifew than to dear away the film 
" from off your eyts, and work out, if poffiWe, you I: 
<* future reformation. Your monftrous deportment 
« deferves feverely to be chaftrfed; and we fliculddo 

" you 
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** you but flriftju^icft if we left you here the laugh- 
'' ing-ftock of till the crowd. For God's fake, my 
f^ lady, what have I done ? faid the conceited cox- 
•^ comb, in a perfcft furpFife. — What have you done f 
<* -replied my lady, you blind, afFeded fop ! — are you 
** not afliamed to drefs yourfelf in fo ridiculous a 
** manner; to paint and patch to fo violent a degree, 
*' and be guilty of an hundred other extravagancies 
" beildes ? Oh ! fie for (hame, fir, you patch and paint 
^' ib exccffivcly, that the moft (hamele(s coquette in 
" the kingdom would blufli to copy you. Your va- 
** nity and felf- conceit fo perfeftly darken your fen- 
<*^ 'fee, that you cannot difccrn, that all your entertain- 
f* ments and your baJJs have no other efiedt, than the 
** making fou the general object of contempt and rt- 
^*45cul«. Ndbody goes to them, but as to an idle 
*< farce, to create themfekes a Httie mirth. You 
<< hadmuCh'better, if you will heaifkeiiiomy advice, 
** (ave your money for better purpofes, andlive with- 
^< in your income. You ai? e a fit -perfon, truly, to 
** keep company with mobility ! Know, fir, from me, 
^* and take luy freedom in good |)art, that every bo- 
>< dy here defpifes you } ai^ no gentkmea or ladies 
f* for the future will give you the leaft encourage* 
** tnentf or accept of you for a companion. It is the 
«< laft time, take notice, that I fhalt ever conddfcend 
** to fpeak to you. Let my advice carry fome weight 
** with it ; be improved by my^piefent pity and oom- 
«* paflion for you : and if you cannot, thro' felf-con- 
<* ceit, perceive that you are the juftiobje^ of rklicule, 
♦* caft your eyes Upon your perfbfl pidure 3 that: arch 
" lad yonder, who is drefled exactly like you, and 
»* mimicks very naturally all your actions, and every 

«« affeaed 
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«« aiFe£ted air you put on. Here the poor mortified 
« count would have pleaded his quality in excufe.— 
«< But hu(h I fir, faid the dutchefs, do not harp upon 
<< that ftring : it is well known who you are i and your 
** countihip has no other exigence than in your own 
** diftempered brsun. Some people, who have not 
'* that compailion for you as I have, would have treat* 
" ed you as you too juftly deferve, for your prefump- 
" tion in aiTerting . that you were a relation of mine, 
*« and for your impertinence in deporting yourfelf ia 
*^ fo abrupt a manner towards that innocent old lady 
«« the abbefs. Here, — take your crown ; and a very 
'** fine one it is, truly ! — ^Recolle^fc yourfelf, and re- 
** nounce your folly. If you have the lead grain of 
** confideration in you, you will change the (cene, un- 
<< der fome plaufible pretence or another, and enter- 
<« tain the ladies with a ball inftead of a coronation. 

« The count, perfedtly ftruck dumb with this long 
« and pathetic expoftulation, did not know what to 
<< fay in his own vindication ; but turning himfelf, 
<< with a dejected and dilconfolate air, towards Mr» 
" Lake, beckoned him with a view to fpeak to him in 
** the hall. He had a long doleful tale to tell htm ; but 
** Mr. Lake, turning a deaf ear to all his complaints, 
<< ordered a valet to make a public proclamation, that 
<« if the ladies, were inclined to repair to the meadow 
<< adjoining to the Seven o'clock walk, Monf. the 
" count would order all his mudc to attend them. 
« There was a long confultation about it ; but the 
<< dutchefs engaged the bed part of the ladies to ac* 
^* cept of the motion : and the mufic, or concert, foos 
** tempted the whole company to relort to the place 
*.* of rendezvous. There they diverted themfelves 



/ 
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** with various kinds of dancing, and the rural ball 
*^ gave general fatisfaftion. 

" Here the farce ended ;.but it had been puihed to 

** a much farther extent, if Mr. Lake's plan and the 

** public tafte had not been in a great meafure difcon- 

" certed. The drolls and jovial fpirits were greatly 

** difappointed by fo unexpedled an interruption ; for, 

« according to what had been pradlifed formerly at 

'* the Spa on the like public occafion, there were di- 

'* vers ceremonies ftill behind, which, in their opinion, 

** were equally worthy of obfervance. His majefty 

*< ought to have been feated upon a verdant throne, 

" embelliihed with a thoufand parti-coloured flowers i 

*' he ought to have had aJJ his officers about him ; all 

'* the Bobelins, on their bended knees, ihould have 

<< laid their hands on the fountain, and fworn, that . 

<* they would ftriftly obferve all the ilatutes of their 

*' order according to the different articles drawn up 

*' in form, and therein after particularly xnentioned 

" and expreffed : the king ought to have been carried 

'* with all the pomp and folemnity imaginable, accom- 

" panied by his loyal Bobelins, wi|h drums beating, 

*' and trumpets founding, all over the town, and fome- 

** times to the more remote fountains, where no one 

*' was to prefume to take a glafs till he had drank firft, 

** whenever he thought convenient to honour any 

** fuch fountain with his prefence. After this, the 

*• farce concluded, for the generality, with a grand 

" ball, which was always given by the. king: and it 

<* muft be acknowledged, that no coxcomb ever had 

f* a better and more indifpu table title to this mock- 

f* dignity, or coronation, than our affected count. 

** However, gentlemen and ladies of the bcit fenft, j 
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« as woll aa the bigheil: diftin^ion, approved of out 
« taking feme compadion on him ; and I am greatly 
<* pleafed in my own mind, that I contributed in fofne 
" meafure towards his relief. What good efFeft dt 
<< imprefTion on his brain our gentle reprehenfions 
" might make, I am at & lofs to determine ; for be mO^ 
** ved o|F the premifes the next morning, as^ foon ad 
*^ he had difcharged all the debts^ he had contra&e'd 
** thro' his folly and extriavagance, which amounted 
" to a good round fura. Happy for him^ if they con*- 
** tributed any ways towards making him wifer for 
** the future! but more happy ftiJl will it be for our 
** young fparks, who learn oeconomy at his expencc, 
** and take care to avoid being guilty of fiich egregi*- 
<* ous follies, by being timely forewarned by His pub- 
** lie difgrace ; in a word, who, by his odious example, 
« deteft all unnatural affectation,, and modeftly fit 
« down contented with that ftation in which fortune 
" has placed them ! However deceitful the world 
" n^ay be, and however fome may take a pride in ex"- 
" ternal fliOw, the man who drefles with decency and 
" neatnefsj. and prefers fimplicity to pomp, is happ?- 
" er far than he who makes a grand appearance, and 
** puts on borrowed -airs ; by which aftsdf extra vaf- 
*< ganceand ihdifcretion, he ieldoiti fails, either (borf- 
'* er or later> ofbecoming^the juft objedl of contempt 
" and ridicule. A« ridicule is the natural and certain 
" refult, or confequence, of affedation, fo contempt 
** and misfortunes are the genuine fruits of vanity and 
" felf-conccit, 

" To the farce above defcribcd we finall here add 
" anabftrad of the burlefque ftatutes and ordinances, 
" which are generally publilhed on thefe humorous 

« and 
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** aodipublick ocaSioap ^ apd the rather, beccule they 
** have a near conne^ioa and alluilon to that joyous 
" course of life which is peculiar, to the Spa ; the fum 
'^ and fubf^nce whereof is drawn up in. the manner 
** and terms hereunder exprefled. 

" We the foveretgn and fupreme of the water* 
** drinkers of all the fprings now fubfifling, either 
<< within the town of Spa or its environs, by the grace 
** and free choice of the Bobelms in parliament ailem* 
*' bled ; king of Gerpnftere, duke of Pouhon, and ibo 
** Yereign lord or count of the feveral and refpedlive 
** fountains commonly called Sauvenicre, Groilbeck. 
^* Watroz and Tonnelet $ governor and fole preiident 
^ of the auguft a/I^mbiy of choice fpirks now refiding 
** within our joyous domimonsj &c. &c. 

" Having with the utmoft attention obferved, and 
** felt with a fecret- contentment and fatisfa^tion be- 
** yond the power of words, to exprefs,. the benevor 
" lence, zeal and affedlion of all our well-beloved fub- 
•* je6ls and vaflalsi and more particularly their faith* 
'* ful, ready, and chearful obfervance of all and every 
" the franls; and free ordinances, ftatutes- and regulati- 
** ons of our grand predeceffors.of joyous memory 3 
** and being very defirous to encourage and promote 
*' aJi fach good qualities and accompliihments, and to 
*^ caufe, or procure all true love and good-wil', as well 
** as good-humour, to reign amongft us, and flourifh 
<* and abound more and more through our dominions ; 
** we not only confirm, but amplify and enlarge, as far 
^« as in us I165, abfolutely, irrevocably, and for ever, 
« all thofe invaluable and precious. immunities, pri- 
** vilcges, and prerogatives, which our true and truf* 
" ty BobsNns ever enjoyed in times paft ; and for the 

«« eftabliCimcnt 
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« eftablifhment of tbem on a firmer and more laflmg 
«< balls, we do, by virtue of thefe prefents, order and 
•<direa, 

«• I. That no perfon do prefume to enter into, or 
" upon our territories, with any fuch wares, or com- 
" modities, ai we and our council do now, or (hall at 
«* any time hereafter, declare and pronounce to be 
" contraband goods ; fuch, for inftance, as forrow, 
" chagrin, melancholy, anxious care and foUcitudej 
•* uneafincfs, lownefs of fpirits, domeftic affairs, grave 
<* countenances, haughty, and imperious airs, critical 
" conferences, political debates, i&c. &c. on penalty 
•* of being treated as difaffefted fubjedts and contem- 
<• ners of our inftitutions, of incurring our high dii^ 
«< pleafure, and of being for ever excluded from all 
<< and every of our joyous aflemblies. 

« 11. That every member fhall ufe his tjtmoft en- 
« deavours to fuit his temper and difpofition at all 
>** times to the company he ihall happen to be in : thus 
« all the wife, or fuch, at leaft, as flatter themfelves 
*« that they have a jufl right and title to that denomi-.- 
« nation, fhall not confront and treat with contempt 
*< all fuch as are fools, of what nature or kind foever^ 
" on pain of being accounted fpols themfelves, and 
^* the juft objects of jidicule. 

<* III. That all vagrants, indolent and flothful wret* 
« ches, night-raipblers, and mufical ferenaders at un- 
*•* feafonable hours, fhall be obliged to keep their beds 
** till eight in the morning, on the penalty of being fe- 
<* verely plagued with the head-ach. 

** IV. That all our loving fubjefls (thofe only In 
<* the preceding article excepted) fhall have full and 
*' free liberty to begin the morning as early as they 

«* think 
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«* tWnk fit with df inking our mttaetar waters, without 
** anj inn-kccper, wine-merchant, or other publicai], 
•* prefommg to detain or oppofe them. 

. " V. Thaj: aJl. young ladies* whether warrted or fa-* 
*• gle, Aat divert thtofejves.i^jith ^valking upon our* 
*« hills, or in' pur lhad7 r<W»# Mj hajrff free libettr > 
*'tq pick and; chafe fbj?ir , gaJUa.it* r without oflfoace, 
/* lett, or interruption ; nay^ farther,' Mlbeat liberty^' 
*' «to do it as publicly as they pleafe^on the penalty of » 
♦* -being confined within-doors. 

" VI. That kll our tnie and loving fubjeds flwdl* 
** have fFfi2 privilege of rifing^a^ earfy iu the s^ra* 
*y ing as they pleafe (except as. above excepted) v|rith-»> 
'* out thq kail fear or dre^ P,f di/cQmpo/Jqg ourToy^» 
« al perfon, or without finding any of th^ gates he-.. 
« longing to our capital fliut againft themj in order' 
«< that they may be enabled, without; the Jeaft imne-», 
<*dimentOT interruption, to make thebeftuft of. 
^' their time,- and the jnoft agreeatle.part.pf the ds|y 
" in yifitingany of our filutary fountains, .either wifli^! 
« in our capital, or the environs thereof. '/[ ' . ' ! 

«* Til. That during the time that any of our loving 
*' fubjeds fhall be difpofed to be prefent at any of 
« OUT fountains, they (hall always find])roper atten- 
« dants, who, for a fm.all, and very .riiodeft ^ratuitv ' 
-Aallbe readj and willing to fuppIy'tWm v^ith as' 
<^-many glalfes of out v^ra^ters as they '{HiU from time ' 
""to time be inclined to drink .. and moreover, for ' 
««^. theirbetler accommodation, and prevention of their 
" catchingebld, fuch attendants as afbrefaid fhall care- 
" fully keep up a. good fire in their refpedlive halls,' 
«'of which they may take all advant^es as occafion' 
J* oftrs^ without nfegleaiing <h^h cuftbmaiy Walks, 
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«t «f teUn^ the fteA ii« wfaei^ the #eatiier vnli fit- 

«< Vm. That M^ii^ tlMr fceatthdud v/^elftfe, «tt wdll 
^-^w ihi^nateg^^oii^ vM^i^fovMrubjea^, the Bd- 

<• hot dll of the^, <$f l^th ^9^si Have heri^b^/iflteipef. ' 

<< fee mod convenient at d&ei^ owb privafte ftport- 
•Himinei*'-; t - '-'^i • " -' 
•^»'!X.^a¥ali'<\iclroFo^t fSbj^s^s are ittvalSIs, 
"-Ahd'defmiiryof RefiigirieAoF^^^ fcythe 

••^6lWns^»ite ^jr^'a pYbper i*€^ tiff f tor valuable 
*^ptTpotl^ ftair have iiee liberty to" gd ttf dihttefr at 
•^ dteven'o'tfocfer oil pWh aad fifflpte diet, eit^t roaft 
«f tirbDffai, WithcJUt ah;^ riafardfe tJtiSies, or rtch fiuces; 
'Hs Hlfc r6;^p ^t tii, ^d g(r fo atcofd- 

*<\8i^^W (JtJr-^ntiJAt (iiiffibiifs.;, tHoUgliat pref^t. In- 
*^dt^dd, 'fiJCh'tegutar oBfervances are^for' the moft 
* * par tj^ deeqied'dtoge tfier unfalhlonable, aukward^^and 
<<^petfeaJy Otit of tafie. 

<* X". Tliat fuch of ourfubjeAs*. op the other hand^^ 
« who riialthfe Inclined to live, mOre at their eafe^.aii^d 
<«' with Ids r^rain]t, majf inHuige fhenilelv.es,.if they 
« pleafe, abo^Muhe in tJie aiprning,\wiJt]^<aifubilaQ--^> 
** tial difli of ,chocol2itei>-or elfe withibme Elffpuitf,** 
<< and aSumper of Malag^,wine« at theii^owo option p . 
<< and moreovei. fliall be. at free libert^-tadiat.b^^* 
«< tween twelve and one,; either ia pjubllc or priyareyi . 
«* oi\ later if more- agjreeablefx s^d' majr. eaty^ t^thlHtt»^ 
« referycy. wha^v^r4ft fet^beiboetheBiirt^c: l;heb|)Pf9-«» 
« bos of dilhes more or Ie(s. - Such gentlemen and la- 

••dies 
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<«.dies- are hereby fitftkerauthertaed to fup oa «ti7 
'< thing that is light ^t <}igeftiQii> at either feven^ eight, 
**.0T jiioein the ev^Aifigi ^ they f«te moft fitting j Md 
''jChali be u&der po ebligitioil tocfit tip ltile» t<^ toaft 
*<ieither our^vifA iiflJ4k9;Oi! |{|o(^>of the ro^al^ family; 
**;\^vit have our free'C0e^^e4t(|.aji.weU aradVi<]e)iK>^' 
'*.ta.bed-ia^iialf ftor jiour 'afti^ niaey or. (en ai^the fa^- 
"^thcft,. 

« XL Th4t iill dufr Bob^lte, of botfe fexes, ntey 
«JJttW«iftiU arifii fre^f'rittefty td fpetkltlie rcmabdiT <5f 
*M*filttktl6%iiirt»ifeiaba IBrHi that rs n> 

** Ay\ »tlMSy «#* heifeby^^etiiifttd^, frorti ai^d afiet the 
<^U(Wlhdu^ttf breilfeftft/eft^Hayepah' to their toi- ' 
^ lette»,^fa'OWi^ ed drefi- a« aeci^HHy d^gaiJy ss Aeir 
**'i^P^He aVtcuiidAaActsWmtdnAt j of, hicift they 
« afie t«}gioi% dlfrbfed, ife^ arfe fi^td go to mafs ; 

«-fbrA^'at^I^€ik d\!ft)Hyftrtfr6irparrictildf co/iv^- ' 
*''^tfiil&^ ^^i',^iK fli(^ bfe^iri»e%uirm«J* to' diverlic^ ' 
«-HiiH m^it/m^iStzV^hj^hy:tiitik prefeats 
«'fo^ ttfffl/tafty. of '^iiF eSMfte^Botirfts -6t affemlllies, 
« -Tyv^iHrc! tfcey ttAy^lay ekhdr at cards', backrgammon, 
<*0T BftSatds, ftft wfat Tutii^ they pleafe, more or lefi, 

«"ttiiwii,^U!!'k fWfd^i4gatrf4(J^dec;^Hey •'and decorti W 
*< And as to fuch as are neither difpofed td go eith'ir 
€i-i6 i*«ftf<*br4d'--i4i^-gtesli]g4;tJar^ ffit^ may with 

«<':tAbi«rftb'fil<tt^HMt'''ttttt^'-ti!lifliAife^. 6r, !f ihey 
-^SWOfftd^i^afbVr^a^irtbifli'aii^dP in' 
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*< th€ afternoon, they may either pay their friendly vi- 
*' fits, go to the cofFee-houfes, or elfc to divert them- 
*^ felves with a walk in the Capuchins gardens : about 
<< five they may go to the bail» the tlflbmbly, the con* ' 
"cert, or the play, according to the days appointed" 
<< for ehofe innocent and rational amufements; and at 
<« feven o'clock, every evening, they may recreate 
«< themfelves in the Seven o*clock walk, or take a tour 
«*, about the loountains, or meadows, in the parts adja- 
*«'Cent; and m a word, every Bpbelin mayi without * 
« rcferve, and; from nqorning till nig^it, purfup ifi^hat • 
"amufements he likes bcft; our goyecnflnent*bping'» 
<< fuch-as indulges an abfolutc and unlimited. fr^sd^m, *' 
*y feving and ei^cepting only as above excepwd* ^ 

" XIL That no, one of the fair fex, y^hjetjier^maid, . 
« wife, or widow, ihall look with an eye of coWnefa 
« pr difda,in on any of que faithful |pye6ts,vhOiML* 
« falute'br ^ddrefs them. witii;due re(ped- and^n^-'*# 
••'pkirance, wWher fit happen ifi:rany:orouf.BifWiq.. 
"waits, or ai^eiiibUesi ^.more^fpeciajly ato^jt i}-.. 
♦« fual places 9f rendca^vous, pecvliajly'^PBWn*^^-* 
« for drinking our falutary watgr^.; but, that every , 
« maid, wife, or widow, fhall treat them wi^h an ^ir . 
««'of courtefy and gOQ4-humour^ ,a|i,d.(haU caft uppil., 
« them a favouribli^je^at If^^tafA ?H^W4. »?-*-> 
"'pearance. J .' ., -. -^ ; j. ..-.u :-.-'•. jl .: r -:: -' '* 

« XIILTha;ViiP perfon ftdVl^^unjlef:^^^^ 
« ligation to dance w|th ano^h^ri thoajghit beat, any^* 
«*of our balls, againft his or hpx indv^ti9n j efpeci-- 
« ally where. they ai}? confqipfts tp themftlyes thfy* 
" tn^. poiTibiy inpcwAmod^ jthe;cy)fl^pa!jy,: ??ppfe tj^ir^; 
«« gravity.or above. all,. wf^etflthgrj^ref^^^^ 
« Incapacliy aiid want o4jH$ig«*«'*^* 
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** XIV. That all makkn ladiei^ wives. Or ^^idowf, 

•* may have free licence and permiflion^ when the wea- 

*' ther is in all refpe^ fine and ferene, to make the 

** beft figure they are able, or their wardrobe will ad« 

** mit of, either in our capital, or anj of the parts ad- 

*' j^cent^ to paint and patch with all the art they are 

: ** reipedivelj miftrefles of; and to put on every air 

. ** which they imagine moft allurmg^ In order to capti- 

. <• vate the beaux j exhorting them ncverthelefs, in the 

** moft folemn and ferious manner, not to dawb their 

^< fine faces, nor conceal their natural charms, nojran* 

. " ticipate the effip^ls of qld agp itfelf.,. 

'" XV. That as oi^r (eafons fof the reception of a 

. f? piultftude of mixed company is but Aorf^our caft- 

« alvififers are permitted, to enter jintfl^ all irianner of 

" negotiation without the leaft controul ; but more 

« particularly into the contraas, or bonds 0f friend- 

"fliip, benevolence, love, fidelity, &c. That the con- 

" traaing parties (hall ftriaiy oblerve our ftatutcs, fbr 

•< tbefe good purpofes made and provided, whilft>they 

«« are aaually refident. in thefe our dominions} Uit 

«« when they are in places far remote, and in foreign 

« parts, this claufe (hall be null and of no effedt, ex- 

<* cept in fome particular cafes, where the obJigationt 

. *' to love and affeaion are firmly eftabli/hed, unaltera- 

« ble and fincere, and never to be cancelled or made 

*f void, any thing herein contained to the contrary 

• *< noitwithftanding^. . • " . 

. " XiVI. That no peafant, :hufl)andm^n, or inhabi- 

« tant, of any of our mountains, or the meadows and 

f« plains thereunto contiguous, ftall prefume to ob* 

^ flruft, or, under any pretence whatever, abfolutely 

C 3 J* to 
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«* to hinder tmj of <>iir lotlag and loyal fti{]jeds, the 
^ BobtliiiSy fiom playing a«7 of then* joyous pranks 
<♦ luid^r t!i€if hedges ; and, furthermore, that no mafd, 
<* wife, Of widow, fliall for, or on any pretence of da- 
^* fliagies done whatfocver, be eked before any of 6tir 
^ jjadges, councils, or other magiftratks afting under 
** o«r authority, for' having fcattered, more or left, 6n 
«. any of our meaidow-grounds^ .though the oflfenbe 
<< ihould happen to be oa any hay-cock, or hay-eocks» 
*^ tbtreuneo belonging or appertaioing. 

<* XVn. That no body ftall prefume to objeft a- 
** gabft the repctitfon of a love tale, or love ibng, 
** thatbw been before toid, or ftitig, in eiAer the 'Four 
*f o'clock or Seren o'clock wait, nor to any Aing done 
f* by fh^ feveral parses- of pleafuie, thiitftsdl'froni 
^ tt'oM to time refbrt to ehher of the afbrefaid. walks; 
M. provided always,* neverth^lefs', that nothk^ ftafllbe 
«* at any time (aid or (ung there inconfiffent with tfe- 
^» Cfne^ and good mttners; / " ** 

•« KVIH. 'fihat St WiMbe deemed a nj^rltand'an fft 
«* of fndulgence Aevrk io the ladies, wben any pf our 
** joyous Bobelins ihall, of tbeir own frep will, ah4 at 
*• their own expence, have public concerts in the 
•* morning, either at ourfountajns of Geronftere or 
•* Sauveniere ; or in the evening, from nine till t^n, at 
" the walks of the Spa, or on any 6f'tlie hills tterefo 
** adjoining, fn order to difpofe our dear and* Iqviijg 
'* Bobelins of both fezes, to go hoine tob^, and there 
'*f to lull them into the fofteft add molt delightful ilum« 
ti bers. 

«* XIX. That it ftall never be deemed difreputable, 

' ' -"or 
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** or iktble to the leaft maficious or iH-oatured r^jlec- 
** tions, for a gentleman and lady to walk out toge-* 
** thtT, and have then* own private ronvcriation ; or 
** to take a tour among the neighbouring hills ; or (o 
* ♦* walk in the zig-zags, jor little mazer, ih the 'places 
^* adjacent; or even to fhun all other company, m or- 
«* der to take a. jural furvfy. i>f . om wind-mill?, pr 
** water-mills, or any other fotit^ry retreat, to which, 
** their natural Incnnatiohs fiiall'dired them. 

" JJX- ThK all the fedi?^. wh«<Ji?t maidv-wiy^, 
'« «r widows, fcaJj have fre^ Upop^e «id |>«iipiiSop to 
*< furmfh themfelves with all kinds of pr9f<^ativet 
** from any cafual offences that may any ways aSeGt 
'< their ao^il^ or^oth^xwife^fudk^JUflgBLTy water, 
*' lavender^ or any odoriferous and refrefhing fcents 
** of the like natire,^ agatpft aoj f^dden furprife they 
•* may meet with in their walks, or any effluvia that 
'* majr dA%9ea^ aiif^ Armi|^ tfo l«w?b^ h^py 
y 1^A.<(09bfi4kaNi<kK]r^^s|i^Q9u ,, 

« Aad we do Jiri^ntHl unb mrqiurpi, that trery 
^« coTCMUit, article, Bluickmfe, infdudsdm tlpcft rrgu- 
'< iattont, ihatt have tiwir foH^n^dnecflfeasf ^nd 
«* that BO one do psefiune to a^ «>,«^diolmtA &om, 
^ anf artide herein coataiscd, oa pom of ikf^ing 
« our ix^l dt^odim, «nd hmg treatltf with (Jich 
« difguft and indignkf, a* ^.natwe^ 'thei^fl^nce 
*« fliall juftly require: for fuch is our joyous will and 
** pleafttfe. • ^ . - i * 

« Given at our town, city, or village of the Spa,-itt 
** the firft year of pur moft paCifie reign, and glorious 
** and triumnhani entry into our metropolis, a^i*!: 

. C.k '.'•'.' '.'«-ihe 
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** the loud acclamations of our loving and loyal fub- 
" jedls,^ the Bobelins, of both feiies; on the ♦ ♦ * day 
it of * ♦ ♦^ and in the year of our Lord^ 1 763.. 



« 



.To the original 19 add^l ;Tunbeluy Bumpea, 
. ,/the name , > Rex. 

Aiid at a refpedtful ilC-i Gulliver,^ 

tancc underneath^ 3 Secretary by permiffion." . 

' The f^at hereto affixed m fed ws^x, l^efng his majeftyV 
* coat of krms, Viz. the gplden tun in an azure fields 
with thiy motto^ 

** Inat the hu'ng^ out at theffigftt!', 
CHAP. VHL 

VOn^ Ffiuntain* Gerbnfle^e. On the ^atiotts In* 
fiances 0/ extraordinary 'Curts fetfirmed By drink-- 
ing tie Spa fFmten irigeneraky huff mere peerticular^ 
if tbofe ftf the Sf ring at thta Place. On the Mt- 

. , jdicintt which prohcAfy centrihute te their Succefs, 
A tudicrous Enquiry into the Maxim^fo much boaft^ 

/ itid^/tat.ihe MTeUsy That the Effe^s of their Heaters 

i\ ,feldem Iptppear confpicuws tiU aconfiderable Time 

., ifg/ter.theiDrimkingof\ thetifis WW.' 

i- W : ..■•:•-. -'.'.. • . . ■ •* 

AS fooii as your true Bobelins have paid that tri- 
bjite of deftKiiceand refpedt which feems to be' 
due to the fountains Sauveniere, they immediately rc- 
' pair, for the moft part, to the Ipring Geronftere. As 
the real invalids, for the generality, conclude with 
drinking thefe laft-mentioned waters^ and as this 

weU 



OF THE 1SPA. 33 

well feems to build her fplendor, and the number of 
her vifiters, on the ruins, or defertion, of the former, 
ihe foon infults, and triumphs, as it were, over her 
rival, giving her to underiland, that flie has but a very 
few conftant vifiters, and fuch particularly as are af- 
iiidled with the gout, gravel, or ftone ; and that (he is 
almoft abandoned, not only about the middle of the 
feafon, but at the clofe, or decline, of it i and fhe 
makes this boaft, and thus plumes herfelf, becaufe 'tis 
at the latter end of the feafon tha^ (he is in her moft 
flouriihing ftate i and her fpring^is fo remarkably fre-^ 
quentedi that there are more vifiters there than one 
would unagine there were perfons then a^ually reii- 
dent in the whole town of Spa; The ladies, who 
give the iead to the very refburces of healfh, as well 
as to the. modes and parties of pleafure, give likewife 
a peculiar credit and reputation to this fpring. As 
thefe waters kem dei;pted eiTenti^ly to the fervice of 
the fair fez, their refifUefs charms attract the cavali- 
ers to the fame favourite fpot, nay, even fuch of them 
. as are ordered by their phyficians to drink either the 
Pouhon waters, or thole of the Sauveniere ; little re- 
gretting the lofs of theiP falutary qualities, fo they can 
but enjoy that more invaluable benefit, the conver- 
fation of the ladies; nay, .there are fbme gentlemen fo 
extravagantly complaiiant, as to drink thefe waters 
for the fake of their enchanting company, notwirh- 
{landing they are confcioiis to themfelves, at the 
fgime time, that they are prejudicial to their healthy 
and deiiru^ive of their conilitutions. 

The. ro^ thatieads to this mountain is not Co rug- 

ged.and uneven, indeed, as that to the well Sauveniere, 

but then it (lands at a greater diftance^ for 'tis fituate 

C 5 in 



34 NEW AMUSEMENTS 

in ft foreft, upon an emineiKe» on the fouth^fide oftke 
Spa, and almoin a league fi^om it. 

When the count/and the reft of hfs partjr were vi- 
fiters at this fountain, there was- a multitude of pe6-* 
pie then adtualty refident at tlfe Spa, and the number 
was moreover daily encreaiing. There were frequent- 
ly at this fountain thitty chariots, or other machines, 
and at leaft ^n hundred gentry, exdufive of priefts, 
Capiiphiiis, and divers other perfons, who ^forted 
thither on foot, either through the motive of oc- 
-conomy, or for want of procuring a proper convey- 
ance. ' . ' 

No fooner were they alighted from tbefr chariot, 
but they flew with expedition to that celebrated fouA- 
tain at Geronftere. MademoiieHe de **♦ was fo 
extremely diAeartened upon the drinking^bf; her firft 
glafs, and. made fo many wry faces at the difagreeable 
tafteof the water, that the count took the* liberty to 
railly her onfher too affected "grimaces; but-u'pon tak- 
ing a bumper of it himielf, without any heiitation, 
gentleman-like, it gave him fo nmch difguft, that he 
ingenuoufly declared, that the cafe of any invalid, who- 
ever he mighf be, who could be^{)r??vailed on? to drink 
fuchnau(eou« waters fdr any continuance of ' time, 
muft be deplorable indeed ; but -he thanked his flats 
that the makdjr he laboured under, required no fuch 
Ihocking mortification. However, he was handfomely 
bantered, or raillied, in his turn ; for, as good kick 
would have it,- Mademoifeile de »**,- after drinking a ' 
few glaffes, was not only reconciled t6 the tafte of 
the water, but allowed it to be moreover very 'agreea- 
ble, and by that means enjoyed her revenge on the 
count. Notwithftanding all her pointed raillery, he 

proved 
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prowd IftflexlUe, .h^wcyeri «ad oia i>«fuafions could 
iodiice hHDV for tliat day ntkaft* to touch a drop mofc 
erf" it. Alpaoft tvnfy body* «ad«c4 who yra» th^n pre- 
ient ar the wells, befide* himfelf, declared, that not- 
withftandifig it had a f«lphur«o)M tafts^ and fome- 1 
what like that of a rotten egg» aod guvlu at frft drifik- 
ik^, fucb a flHKk and. diigiift, yet It fooA wore off; 
9nd peopfe, when omce a Ikde hibiluated lo it, jalght 
dtiflfc it with ibme decree of frf^afwe^ aa the tafte pro- 
ved agreeable etiou^ after v^tiufing* on three oc ] 
four giafles. 

After thefe &ft libatiosa^ •or coiupliaients, paid to 

the nymph at Gerooftere, the ^vnt m«d4 it his bv* 

iiaefs to piy into her fitilatton, the. ftmifhire ef hltr 

palace, and the paf t9 ad/acei^e i ind- fe^mod fofiikf pt 

gratifying his cunofitf, than tfcotifiliftg hit p^b^ei to 

her waters. Thia waDtr^ fo higU:/ valwabje, and 

which ia looked upon as the wljofie of its kind, if- 

fues forth fmD the cavitfea of a todc, wfaoic ^moiic 

IS muc^ higher than the town : 'tisicoatatnediRjafnuili 

. bafi>o^ furmomted with wL narUc nkhe^ .^vsr whieh 

there is a domeiof fteeftoae^ fuppotted if four fed 

marble piflars. * * 1 ,1 :". ! ; : 

This littte edifice Was eredttd by the heiieAaibp, 
and at the e^nce^ of the count Coiirad de Bourgf- 
doiC, one tyf the privy cwinfelloni of the eiedtor «f 
Brandeaboif^g. ThttC nobtemiii having; ^ificed (M» 
fbtttttftin itt ch«y«ir «f^*t add i|4«iiV ftwid a attnl- 
^ft leKefy arkjaft> if nMl an ^bfoifM tMt^^ ftim the 
matedy he aMhat time labo^r^timtof/thbvghl it #^9 
btvf rea^;Hiable that bos ben^iharefrfhotildhdte a mo^ 
c6mmodk)ns habitation than (hit had before 1 and ad- 
€ordingly> i» » mark oftds reipei^l «ind gr^tteude^e^e^^ 

ted 
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ted this palace in miniature at his own expence, asid 
affixed his coat of arms twice there, with an infcrip- 
tion fuitable to theoccafionon each fide of them» one 
in the German language, and the other in French, on 
the large frceftones, which arc ftiH legible on the adja- 
cent wall. A ladj, who heard a gentleman read the 
snfcription, made the following agreeable remark, viz. 
That if every invalid, who was fo happy as to find a 
cure from her waters, was to make the nymph fuch a 
grateful oblation, her waters would become as famous 
and remarkable for their decorations, as their innate 

* virtues. And 'tis ftrange to me, continued ihe, that 
the C2ar Peter the Great, the firft emperor of RufHa^ 

* Ihould return home from the Spa without leaving any 
. monument behind him, worthy of fo diftinguiflied a 

* prince : mftead of leaving only his coat of arms behind 
. him, like the privy counfellor above named, he had 

much better, and it would have redounded much more 
to his honour, to have ere^ed a fpacious public hall, 

. where Grangers might have drank his health in a com- 

. modiotts manner, fanndnds of years after his deceal^. 

: Alas 1 tnadam^ faid the icooiiifellor, the czar had no fu<ch 
thought in his head ; nay, in all probability, he imx- 

, gined, thak, by UaVing only hi& great niamc,.and his 
«rms, behind him^ he m«de the Spa a greater con^plf* 
nient than if he had ere^ed a palace there ; and the 
nativo of the place were fo infatuated^ that inlUad of 
fplicitlng him tpdifplay his royal bounty and benevo- 

Jence i<E>wards xhfitn, they &t tbiemfelve» down con- 
tented . >vith r^^uefting .9nly the honour of. a public 
certificate of the gr^at jand almoft mkaculous benefits- 

.he bad received from drinking ^he waters during hU 
impeiiai majefty's refidence iupon the fpot; of which 

royal 
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royal certificate, madam, 1 have an eiadl tranfcript 
in my pocket-book.— Here it is— and your iadyfliip 
may read it if you pieafe. 

*« Know all men by thefe p'refents, That 1, the 
" privy counfellor and firft phyiicianr of his imperial 
« majcfty of Ruffia, do hereby certify and declare, 
« that his imperial majefly, having in a great mea- 
<< fure loft hie appetite, by rcafon of a relaxation Of 
« the fibres of his ftomach j together with a very vi- 
- *< fible tumour, or fwelimg, in both his legs, a pale 
" and wan countenance ; as alfo, being frequently af- 
•« fli€ted with very violent fits of the cholic, reforted, 
. «'.by'my advice, to the town of Spa, there to drink 
"her folutary and mmeraJ waters: and I do heteby 

• ** certify and atte£^, that, on drinking the fame, he 
, ** amended day after day, particularly ifter paying bis 

<< perfonal viiit to the celebrated fountain of -Geron- 
^* ftere, fituate about three quarters of a league from 
<< the faid town of Spa, being highly felifiblerthat 
, << thofe waters prove incomparably more efFedual and 
" falutacy, vvhen drank on the fpot, than when tranf- 

• '* ported to any diftaht place ; and moreover, I do> at* 
«• teftanddedare, that notwitchftaoding hts imperial 
** ni^jefty had drank divers other waters at different 
<f places, yet be found no vifible relief from them ; 
<« neither had they in tbem thofe innate qualities, dr 
'« virtues, that the Mraters of the Spa can fo ji^ftly boaft 

^«« of. Given under my^^hand, tit the Spa, this z^th 
« day of J^ly, 1717. . 

(Sigped) % «« Rr Aresk JN.* 

This 
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This certifi^t^^ «fld the iolcfiptiQii like wife at the 
Pouhan foiinta«» ikid z kdy» gives us to uoderftand, 
'tis true» that his Ruffian majei^ was, whea hn Ytfitcd 
this place, greatly out of order, and that thefe mine* 
ral waters concributed nittch towards the re(fcoration 
of his health.-— A migbcy piece of intelligence truly I 
For my p«rt,I caadi^overnothiogin it siore than an 
ev«nt.ibat is'obvioMs to our eyes alinoft every day. £m- 
per oraare as liable lo it coaiplicalion of dlfordJersas the 
taeaoeft'oftbeir rubje£te i aiid that iofcrtption axid:that 
tBonumeoti fcem to meto be nothing more than a pub« 
Ikaadopenacknowledgemefitoftfae varbus infirmities 
to which mankind in general are daily fubjed, and of 
which we faasr e a fiiillion of inftanees, exclufi v« of 1 this 
inwbi& — Bet, madam, replied theeouat,do you make 
no -difference between a cure, performed by the vir- 
tue of thefe waters^ on fo gseat a hero as the czar, 
and a country peafant i The inhaBbitants and magK*- 
trates of the Spa underfiood their own interefts bet- 
ter- than to give into yout way of thinking, and a(£ted 
very ptudentiaUy, tn my opij|ioii# b lequcftiog the 
hoflOitfoMit -certificate in f^m» whkbyxiu fo lately 
read to, us; for 'tis a very:juft,obf«r*arion, that ex- 
ampk frequently ftrik«5S«boBWbj and hasja pretailkig 
influence, when a awaajjef of pJ^ecepti prpve ahoge- 
thee fruitlds and inedSeitual, efpecialiy wifere a prmce, 
or. any great man in powei, is the examplty or the 
obje^ prjaftntcd'tpr cur view. . I amfii^ x^oirrinced, 
4 replied: the Udy^ that t;hir atoye-mentfened care isndt 
the only inftance that can be pn^d^4ed j knd^ for my 
part, I cannot fee, that the virtues, or the happy ef- 
"fe^Sb^of the waters, are more clearly deoKMifi/alred by 
the recovery of the greateft monarch, than of a pri- 
vate 
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vateperfeii/wbofelchaiftaierisip«rfeaiy utkoowR. It 
. may occafioDy indeed, : a morti geRcrst and ftronger 
iroprelfion on tke minds of fooie prejudked perfans ; 
but to thofe who vhjw this circtimftance with an im- 
partial eye, I cannot percdve, t^at, in point of tetifon, 
one argument carrieS' any more weight with it than 
the other. What, In my opinion, would have proved 
>nuich more perfuafive* weuFd haVe been this ; to have 
had it in our pov^er to have -read it in more htfling and 

• bolder cham^rs, by the ere€fion of fome commodi- 
olis galiery, or fpadous hall,^or any other pubKc 
buildiiig of the like ^ture, by wHchhi? imperial ma- 
jefty wotild have tefti(ied, that he was as magmficent 

' in his grateiVil acknowledgement for the benefits he 

• had feoeiVed, as he was grand and remarkable for his 
other hferoic virlues. ft"ay, gentlemen, what think 

< you, added the lady, iii i^gard to <his important topic ? 
E)very one gave immediately into her fefltimeiits, and 
ingenfioaffy coti^ffetf, that it would have redound^ 
more to the honour and fame, of that moft puiflant 
prince, to have left any ftich public Arafture, as fte 
mentioned;' bdiind hffii,'a^tt telHniOny'^'his grad- 
tiide, in a province (o vafHyrdnate from* Ms owndo- 
mii&ions. At Icaft-,' faid theia^y, 'he woirfd have a- 
voided that'lfttlefeffedion which is now caft iipoh his 
memory; Fmcah^ t/s want of due bdunty and bene- 1 

volence. 

After this little conference, the count charged the la- 
dies witb having prolonged the tim^ to far, that ttere" 
was no room left for drinkii^g any jiiore \vater (hat 
morning- but.'regardlefs of his accufatidnj 4^ey una- 
nimoufly returjied dire^y to the fpring, and each, of 
them drank a gtafs wft^ an air of fo much fatisfaai- 

on> 
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on, and with fuch repeated dnlogium&on the good 
tafte of; the water, and with.fo much life and fpirit, 
that the. count had not the lead: opportunity of pulh- 
ing his raillery my farther: they could not, however, 

, make a convert of him, nor prevail on' him to copy 
their heroic examples^ When they had done drink- 
ing, the ladies propofed to withdraw into the adjacent 
buildings where there are two. public plac^ of refort, 
for the convenience of fucji aa are difpofed to warm 
themfelves. They thought it highly expedient to 
reap the benefit >of a fire for a few minutes, as the 
morning itfelf was fomewhat chilly, and as they h^ 
flood ftill for fome time in holding the fliort conver- 
fatlon before related. The building above mentioned 

. is fituate diredly oppofite to thefountatn ; the room 
below has the appearance of a large hall, -or guard- 
room^ in which (here is a fpacious chiamey, -and an 
iii-contri^Td hearth^ that p^oje^ts alm^ as ^r as the 
middle of . the room, which is pavedy like, th^ ilreet, 
with common flint-'ftonea : there are two long benches, 
or forms ranged on each fide the chimney,, which are 
intended fyr the accpmroodati^n !9f .the! cqlmmbnpeo- 
ple, and aie of fingulax fervfce to fuqh invalids ;as, have 
not the free ufe of their legs. A large^fire is aly^a^js 
kept t^er^; but» as 'tis cuftomacy^^oclapg^eat blocks 
of green wood on the back of it, ^he fmoke there is 
fometimes very dlfagreeable, and enough to choak 
one. , Moft people of aiiy fafhion refort to the room 

' pvf^r it, which is much' more commodious, ^d where 
there Is a'riiuch better .pro(pe£t> y<fu gp up a ftair- 
cafe to it, which ftands at the foot of the room be- 

* low. To this upper T00^^ there: are two door?, on 
each fide of the chamber^ which open into the terrace, 

with 
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With which thfijr are on & leirel. ' In this chamber 
there are feveral benches and chairs ; and as *tis yctj 
Ipacious^ the companj frequently walk here, when the 
weather will not permit them to go upon the terrace. 
Here yott may meet with a mixed condomie of peo- 
ple of M ranksi and degrees ; citizens, monks, nunsy 
lords and ladies, ^d (bmetimes. kings, or princes, who, 
divefling themfeives of their high dignftj, converfe 
there with the fame familiarity as if they were all up- 
on a level) and of the £ime day^s make by provi-^ 
dence. 
. After OUT party ilond warmed themfeives for a few 
minutes at Uie. fire-fide, tkey unammouily agreed to 
take a tour on the terrace, into which they cotikigo, 
either out of the chamber, upon a level, or from the 
fountain, by walking up ten or a dozen fleps* The 
fore part, or front of the faid terrace, c(uftitttter» 
kind of amphitheatre^ frbtn whence you have a xery 
6ne. profpeCt. You may there fei, by cafting your 
tye9 over the adjacent meadows^ divers ileeples at it 
vaft diibknce. This rural. fp6t h terminated by a fine 
and fpacious alley, where there are ranges of tall oalc 
trees on each fide» whofe leaver form a fufEcient (hade 
from the fun, and make tbe walk perfectly cool and 
plea/anr, tho' the morning ifaoi^d be far advanced. 
Befides, in the adjacent woods, the proprietors have 
fo Qontrived matters, that there are a diverfity of Ut- 
tie alley s. therein j as alfo, feveral little commodiova 
and verdant arbours for thofe who take del^ht in a 
rural folitade, or fuch parties of pleafure who chufe 
to converfe together with freedom, without any ha- 
zard of an interruption^ 

As the weather happened on that day to be foine> 

what 
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wJwt gJo(jm7»^d t^P^itciddo §af there abj itime, the 

copip«ii)r retttraed t0 the public dnmbcr, wkere Hiej 

^Qitf the beft l^rl of their time; and «s ^e inferip^- 

. <» ^ft Ae iKfiU n^r thKiflouBt de ^DMN-^^i^ft <^oat 

^«niL9* and fibe pompom ositifioate of 4br fecovery 

of the cntft jBfttnri^yjBdbQBd diem to think fevoar- 

.(Mf of the ijuis^ iriitfKSiof the S|pa waitera, fo their 

^iifcooofe turned immediateij upon that importaot to- 

|MC. Some were for «mking ijheir waggilh tenaerks 

• a»po« Dhf io» mad feittbig. their great smA wonderfvl vir- 
tues in a ludicrous light ; but others were more iiicli- 

* md to. |r«»( i1^ fil^eot J» die mqift ieriouS' flunmer, 
.lislths Jtpapoit^Oe of it j«ftljF 40&r*edjf aAdaflbr««d, 
« A^ tiff'^ ilP^« l^irt«i^: Mf«r» fiK:h» aa chae liuy per-- 
'. AoMtf €ur^ ^klnipft jp a imimeitiom xnuiKcr. T|ie 

itroaofM***>wboiwwooo ofdiepar^/jittdalbe- 

. xmmB advocate Av itfl tihe 4pi^^« ii* general, dedaved 

Ike woaderfid eflSoett <«f than, ia i>ogant «o tA^ own 

perr«n,dDri]|g the laft fiaioB only* I had kft tfte 

' vfe» &id he» of ajr^ight acm and my-rtght- lo| i die 

paralyfis^ 0f P^fy» ^^ ^ ^^^ maaner^ fi^laod iip6n 

my toftgwe, jfe^xnudb tfcat J oowid fcaf celjr ipeak dtf- 

tkt^lf Oflough to hecHghdj undecftood. IWet diis 

deplorable eirevmiloiice, I drank the watera of the 

Oeronftere fprmg widi fo much fucceiii, thdt I fooa 

Mt dbo6 facilities which i had alanoft loft, begin to 

- i>evite, fo far, at ieaft, Uiat I couki walk with miKh 

! inoFeeafe than before^ and I coirid^ in (bme cneafure, 

help myielf with my right hand, which had for U>m^ 

time been per&^y vfelefs^ and I ftiil continued to 

tnend, even after my departure from the Spa. This 

feafon, therefore, I am come hither in kopeB fo finiS 

m;F cure : and there is oo oae o^w at the Spa, who faw 



me 



liie at raij^ fcft wrIviBi, Wifetea ine','^tW 1 -walk 
witfc mucli great«t freedom now, and wiicn I ipeak» 
am widi mtich greater eafe niiderftood. Afl niy friends 
are*4ii1ly convinced of -tfeereai^ftoft as ! relate ft, and 
har^ cJogratulikttd me on' that happj; occafion; To 
the preeedmg 'account, the- balron'df T*** affiirkl 
' «tf|'-thaf fie was ito^ a vifecr oftfcte Spa to teftify tis 
^ateftif afekiiowledgefnents toflr the difBAguifhed' bene- 
fits and advanta^ he had reaped fro^n drinking hpr 
waters* fte faft feafon. By the «fe of them, I fouod 
myCfM \n a mannet feftored/from a dimnefs in 197 
eyes, from a fWunditng in my *head, a ioft «f appet?te» 
' tt'fsdiing away of my 4[dS), and divers? other diibrders, 
'^nihidtl lAett Wjiwred under; And f was ft' much 
44ie fofwe^ agreesAl^ fhrprifefd, h^iais tftelwimmings 
' In my l^ads ^^^1 otto^fiiiodtc€xafperation«, w^ich 
^•dateelckedaie^iirtig their ^peradon^ had almoft 
dti^B me t^^eif^'^ and made me conclude, that all 
ilMr vtrttfM WmM pM^'frtf^clft (JErnd inefiefttial. 
'To lAiu ac^viit lic^.addM* ^t- ootwkhl^atndhig he 
4ti<t^ tiot'ftre^tfe Mf tetwA of tiiofe tatlMH^s upon 
•4liiii,iytet^e<&und^«a a^psd^ benefit fr^m this fe- 
: coodWIfit, ae ho was t>K^h^ fenfible t>f hts regaining 
•naoFe ftr^gc4 i nay, of foceverSng his ioft colour, and 
< hk p^hJt of body 1 ail wMtfr eKic^eS a^ peared Wfible 
't9hi^fiAddMf wha>iFfreft«aSfcJd^o^€^gratuiateh!ni 
lidierebpoti. ..'..: i * : . < \m ■ 

. U is Airptifii^ to me; 4id ' tk^ itiheNrsrfief , ^t the 
waters: thouki at say 4)«io idontyibute towards the 
drlnker^s impf ovement in the plight of his body ; ior 
fiape the nature of them Is futh, as to liquify the 
thick, or tongealedhnnioufrSj'aiid to dry up and dif- 
p^Orthofe Aiidoj «b« weutdlbio^ they (hould natu- 
rally 
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rally «tqnd, to making the jbody rtbliier letii tban^fi^t^ 
Your notion, fir, faid (he counfellor, is right enough. 
Jufti however, as your conjecture may he> we ought 
to confider ^he appetite which thofe* waters naturally 

, .create ; and, above all^ the ftrengthithey g{y^ to the 
fibres of thq ftqmach^- for leannef^^ or want of flefl), 
generally proceeds fron^ a de^e^ in the appetite, or 

. from the digeftion not being adequate to the nutn- 
ment received i infomuch that the food which has 
been eaten, not digeiling as it ought/ corrupts, and 
inftead of nouriihing the body, proves detrimental to 
its health. Now ia thefe caies the waters crea^ting 
an appetite, and facilitating the dtgeflioay male t^e 
. received. aliments outrimental, and .^o^ffquen^ly put 

, the bpdy in ,giOod c%fe, where k wajB r lean before 
through the def eds of the ftomach. Every one, how- 
ever, is feniible, that for the generality, thoie waters 
cauf^ fuch drinkera of. (hem;to loffS;. their Jefl^; and 
more efpecialfy thofe who aif tro^t^ wjth an ekcefs 
of ferofity, or waterifl^ lingering, aiyi vifcous» or dam- 
my humoiurs, which/. thojfe waters .cJter.i>iF,. andJa- 

. ftead:of a pale aqd languid co|<Hir».fubftit)itea.flttfh« 
ing in the face, as is. frequently the cafe.: And as an 
inflance of fuch effects arifing from drinking the wa- 
ters, the counfellor afli^rcd thein< ^at an officer* who 
^ was too corpulent and unwjeldy,. by -drinldhg. the wa« 
ters in the year 1 749 met with the deiired fucoefs^ abd 
« ,loft fo much fle&, a8%to become eafy'alnd aiCtive^ and 
was obl^ed to have his clothes taken in, at ieaft three 
or four inches. Ever fince.that happy deliverance, 
he has vifited the Spa every feafon, m order to pre- 
. Tent the return of that naorxifyingdiforder. t 

Tho' you boaft, gentleflaen, of aft tjsefe wondrots 

eifea* 
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efibfts df your Spa waters, replied the count, the air« 
of the Czar appears to me to be the only one jou can 
re!/ upon: If lb, were all thofe naladtes 70Q mention 
real, or - the cures fatisfodtorily attc^led, yet accord-* 
ing to yobr way of talking^ it appears, that the good 
effeiSts; or fuCcefs of the waters, depend on future 
hopes, and not on any- real certainty. Taice notice, 
£r, replied the counfellor, that in every mftance we 
have mentioned, there is not one where the elFedts 
have not, in rcaKty, and very vifibly, been difcerned j 
jsnd where they have been (blely grounded on (\ich fu- 
ture hope%, thefe'gl^htletften herfc ptefeiit have afiured ' 
you, that they have efFe£yiaU7 received great benefits 
horn tliefc waters, ind expedl to ^nd farther relief. 
The cure of the Gear was not only apparent on the 
fpot, but the demonftration, to confirm and fupport 
the truth of the fa€l, was the (nftription and rnonu^ 
meiit which'he (knt, to themaglKh'ate'orirhe Spa^ and 
thbie which he'ord^redto' be!f^ed ap'atthe foun^ 
tain of Ponhori,^*Jf j^Ar.aftcF the dttfre had bcen-pcr-' 
foriWed. 'Now that bc<^Wr«n€e;5jirwesi"beybrtd all 
contradl^ion, that the Ctar waj petfe^fy fatisfied in 
regard to the good and permanent eH^9ta of the wa«» 
tcl-s. t, . . . , . . ' . i .., .. 

After dl, ^^ tik^ miraciifoils ctirts llre^almoff 'dally 
perfotm^ bythe fame 'hibans. ' E^rer^ bbdy khpv^s' 
ho^fthrtary tiieeflfects of thoftflwslttrs hrfve been t6 
the prince bifliop of Augfbourg: that good and triiiy 
WJorthf' prince, who wad^nbturatiy'^of a very tender 
conftitttciony and cifiUcted, from his tefry in&ncy , with 
ffeqtfent defluciSoAS id hb head and breaft, halving al^ 
ways beetf '^bjeft ^ palplttftions, Und fiatiileoft cho*^ 
UcsMiiUS wtfakened by Jhofec Various infirmi^s^and 

by 
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by the frequent ofe Of maiicmal purgaiH^Sr i^and ftWe- 
by becofloe more ^^uehdj^ fenfiblei aod kibjeft to 
thofb GootPft£lio«8 itt his br^t «ii4 bo^h j pnd more . 
parHcuUrlf to sa. funouT ia Ua. It^, , wbi^ . beeaiDe ^ 
cedeaiatolisv or pUe^ouiti^ ; tjieir ftipUQf^ being pre- 
ventedjr net^ Oo)y. b)F thp ftlSiief^ pf ,W. Jm^sj bi|t ]:^y 
arvalaiQft^diitsant teijfipm')aMi&'^4M)dk< ift^veoae^e 
of the Undef pare of bi« legs i asalfoy by tb^ weak- 
nQh of the aikorior muicles-; fnionmck, thtft fai» moft 
ferene higjllnei^ ffequ«l|%.ctr4^Q^ pneof ]^is,le^ «f- . 
terthe pther>. andcouliA op^ walkwithoiit^iaflifr 
tance jof ^-Gasie, to^^tHes U^iikiK!^ peffoosi to fopport 
him; and could' not |Fiie,'Wi4M% th^ grea(0ft4i$cuL* 
tyy after he haicl 4>fti^iea^ fyr t^Bjf cooikJevabiertio^^ .^ 
having moKoveF the addkk>iittlflii»iaitiuie of aaerup- 
tion,^ or bneaidag ^vciippi^-hts ^^ng^a^ and !at4he pa-« 
late, of his ^louthb; fpd aAii^^nfit^J^yKlin Cbq^e Js^e^?' ^ 
f«re> aiKl>a^i4nBb<^friBrb^(j>,)egf,.bv^ipore,patti^^ 
larly in h^ngh^^\^^ffifce.ot,(i^!i^ bring jtre^ju^j* ^ 
]j intern^ptfrtr.^eQ Wb^, :^y,|t bu,fni||g.h«^t i^ t^^, i 
f^les of bi» fe^t,9f«^)tf^^9!;<^ii¥]?P^WFe d[j^ir\ 
ally Ig his Hgkt t^g^ IA (his^dc^kn^bie ilate* and ^son- , 
ditiooy did his.nioft fereoe ^igbB^? a^^ive at |h^Spa, 
upon his 6rft vifit ; in the year 1 756, after having tci*. 
e^ta jt;hoyi^d ii)e^dpal fpea%/:&i, %^ a^eruf^<af ji^U 
t'^e.c^ebrated bagnios Jif.fcpui4.J»pstf:9f,; to;^yeQr ji^, 

, The effi?£U .0? thcffe Spa; watersyiboyBever^ prOvnt/ 
very remarkable-: hi« moll fer^nei higbW^dfank is^tbr 
firft place, t^e w^ter^^at SafUJ^cfnHn-^^xed wifh-a^'i 
milK fw.abpu^ a fi^iptnigbtr wi^i^j^^^rij^tcffwiffioa 
caking, aC.thqf^n^;t;i^»en%ia^gioOMfl»d^iltwJiiedbii 

ernes: 
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ciae»: «he eni^ion: ttoA Cllfe ^egdftftk tiiki&HT were 
pdcfe^f reitioved, «nd SkfpekHd: die fneqiitnt 
cramps ifthk ^;« were grpsieifdldmi^oct I aM^lii^^t'' 
ii]g:be4«nie ItCn irkTotne mnif 'p&inM. Afftf fltet» IMS' 
Iii^iiel8*di»])k for i fortaigiit fktdfSMf »irO ^afies, 
of four o)$AC69i.9i the^Peohon) fp^mgrinrd elgkt tfiul- 
c^jhofihe w^ki^ of CS^cdnfbseybflov wiihovkmymfai^' 
ture of affes milk j continuing however,, iris ferrngi* 
nous and bioter pl^epaAitioBs : ' nifenrtaicfng theft ftieih 
fupe9>^ his ftrei^th i>ega» greatljll^ to increafe-^ hi^ptdfe 
begair to be&t wiih greatef forces ^d witfi motcf te** 
gulapttyi. bis. c^kmt began eo'Miieiid^ in&iitffdf ikv' 
cramp to be lei« i^verey imdnot (b fteciiienf^ his fleep 
more caJoir awi Jefsfciifti&bQd ^ and thi^ moVedieni of ^ 
his legs beatme fb-pUtmtp that hk highnefs couid #aHE, 
at the. cl^fe of the ioaftiiv with Ime degte^ of eafe 
and .pleafarer add wtthbiktai^ dtber dffiftjtoce orr filp . 
port but a g9od^»bftailtktl'€aB^ Mtfie^eftt faDtsfkc* ' 
tipn of aii who were e^OfV^kAdlbsof fbis ha)spnp a^ < 
mendmenty whowraNTperfb^ljrfttoBfi^hedlat U fiKldnV' 
and iiiiej;|^edM«afta]rceffttiotti6r' the beteet, ttaxtoftndt' ' 
a complicaci«ax)f itelad^'vHiii^heiifviftbt^lj^ 
edrwhei^ thtfaumberfefi^ incdicfoe^ >jik:h:^h« h«i be^ 
foce tal^a- btb^ (bartfely^ adhoiaffteiidd anjiVi^^Com- - 
forr^'retfe^: ..■;» .•• . v ^ • f. •• > * > - 

Tlie^iidai^ oF theft ^^ttiS bt^^tius^^^miftry ^ 
dete0s0]«icted;.Ub:aio{b f^kmi^lfi^Bf^^ ^(]ftiftiri\$ia>' t6 1 
dcifikrdt alb'tfimel^/^MiM^^^^s «P tv^teV bi<diigVi! k&' 
luifofirom diePot^n'W^ll^^vdtf itfdtnlng, and tfelitirh- 
cd to the f]^ng*upt^' the 'Q)Ot for' the four folfiatvftlg 
feftfcn»foQC«flh«J)S-4tvrs^^fin^^g hi^ ftrettgtH gt.^atiy 
lOQoiitrtdrmkAiit efkift of -grfod' td^fequetfces at.tenrd- ' 
ing tho ufojrf^ Jte' 'Ivasjf.dii^ ij fiAfible, who^khd^^sr 

• ,;, tiro. 
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hiniy that it was with the utmoft reluSance he was 
abfent the igft feafon : however, his viiit this fealbn ia 
the iixth that he has paid the Spa ; aad there are very 
juft grounds to hope, that the ufe of it will ftill 
ftrengthen his cohftitution more and more, and finally 
ecadieate the principle* or comfnencement, of an in- 
termitting fever, with which he was afflided the pre« 
Ceding fpring. 

' Still farther demonftrations of the miraculous virtues 
of thefe waters, (aid the count! What! a perfect 
cure likewife for intermitting fevers, and for ftiflFhefs 
in the 4imbs, and conttadbions of the nervts ! — ^Their 
virtues, in ihort, are beyond the very power of con- 
ception I To deal ingenuoufly with'jroH,' gentlemen, 
I muft confefs, I have not faith enough to think they 
have all thofe miraculous qualities which you fo much 
boaft of; and, at lead, I cannot but believe, that fome 
of thofe good eflfeds are greatly Wing to the ther* 
mal waters, or hot baths, as being of a loosening na* 
ture, and having the peculiar property of unbending 
the contracted hhres. This objedion the* counfellor 
was prepared to answer without the leaft hefitation. 
He knew very wfell how to talk in the tftite bf a'pfo* 
fefled phyfician. His own ftudy , the inftantes he had 
to produce, and the frequent conferences he had with 
the invalids o^the Spfi, and' partibularly with' has own 
phyfician^ |io whpfejudgmei»( he prtndpaUy confided^ 
had farniihed hiiu witii lightft fuiikient.to bd'a ftreau-' 
ous advocate for the ufe of the .waters^ infomuch 
that he found it np difficult n^atter to obviate the 
count's fpecious pretence, and eludp the. force, of his 
objcdiop. Obfeivation, , faid the; opunfeUor, . fuffiot-* 
ently fupplies u^ with ftriking proofs q( thciViBxtrii>][« 
[ dinary 
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tduiary viitues; and, upon the leaft mature and (erious 
lefledion, their good effe6ts will appear to you more 
intelligible and cafy to be conceived. The hot-baths^ 
doubtlefs, added he, as being naturally loofening, are 
proper etnolHents, and contribute towards the unbend- 
ing of the parts contracted : if the diforder be fpaf- 
inodic eiTentially, and -in its own principle, as if the 
contraction be the effedt of a wound received, t>r any 
other very violent exafperation, if the fibres be flrong 
or (tiff, mdependently of fuch contraction; it is very 
certain, that, in all the cafes above-mentioned, the 
hot baths are more proper remedies than the imneral 
v^aters ; but if fuch contractions fhould overpower a 
/ubjeCt that is weak and tender; if tho/e contractions 
happen hy any i/gfat, or triWal caufe, the efFeCt where- 
of is inconfiderable, but by reafon of fuch weaknefs, 
fenfibility, or extraordinary esbaiperation ; or if thofe 
contractions happen only in certain parts, but by rea- 
fon, or the confequence of a relaxation of fome other 
parts, or of fuch muicles as have oppofite functions 
(|o fpeak in the language of the faculty) ; it is evident, 
that in all thefe cafes the loofening remedies, fuch as 
the hot baths, augmenting the weaknefs, and render- 
iQg the {ibteamore fenfible and. exafperated, mufi:, of 
neceffitj, augment the principal caufe of the malady, 
whigh^ is an accefs of weaknefs and ienfibility ; and 
that, on, the contrary, the fortifying or ftrengthening 
remedies, fuch, for inftance, as the waters of the Ge- 
Tonftere fpcing, in re-eftablifhing the ftrength of the 
vf eak and tender parts, and reftoring the equilibrium 
between the mufcles that have oppofite functions, are 
the true relaxing remedies in the like contractions, as 
well as in divers fpafmodic sifFcCtions which proceed 
D from 
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from the fame caufe ; or from an acrimonf, or four-* 
nefs, thrown upon the nerves or. mufdes^ and for the 
cure of which thofc waters mzj be very proper.; fuch, 
for infUnce, as a fcorbutic acrimony, which occaiion* 
ed a like conference, relative to the cafe of his moft 
ferene highnefs above naqoedy between his j^jfician 
in ordinary and the pbylician.ot the Spa, who was 
confulted. Experience verified the thing, fince the 
moft ftrengthening remedies, the waters of the Spa^ 
and the fteel, have been very ferviceable in cramps, 
and fpafmodic movements ; or elfe the bagnios, or hot 
baths, had proved altogether fruitlefs and ineffe^uaL 
And there are divers inftances of (be like nature to be 
produced every fc^fon. 

The xpiraculous efie^ts of thefe waters hare been 
• feen, moreover, in. the cure of a ftrabifm,.ora defedl 
an th^ eye. Every one almofl: was. fenfibie^of a vtrf - 
extraordinary cure of this nature, which was perform- 
ed at the wells about two years 9ff> ; a country lafs, 
whofe left eye was fo far contra^ed and turned for 
three months, that fcarce an)^ more of it was vifible 
than the internal angle; her ji^ was double and con*- 
fufed; and (he felt a. painful tenfion in the intetnai 
part of the eye afie^ed; She1)egan to dring the Sp^ 
waters at her father's hou(e, aboi^ a. league und an 
half diftant from the fpring. She firft drank: tfaofe of 
Pouhon, but afterwards thofe pf Geronftere, taking 
from time to time a proper tjuantity of laxative, mer- 
curial pills. 71ie fuccefs attending her drihldng thofe 
water?, more efpecially thofe of the laft-mennoned' 
fpring, was very remarkable, and well worthy the at- 
tention of the curious. Np fooner had (he drank the 
wa^rs afprcfaid regularly for feveu or. eight days, 

than 



OF THE SPA. 51 

iJiftn cvwy one who knew her could fenfibly perceive, 
that, her eye daily amended. After the continuance ^ 

of thoiie falutsuy waters but for three weeks or a ; ' 
months her eye was perfectly reftored to its natural ^^ 

{lofitioa, and ih^ fkrW as clearly and (fiftin^lly with the -^ 

•ye afibfted, as with the other. 

Now thefe are indilputafele fafts, obvious to every J 

Jdody's obfervance^ and real beyond all contradidion. |||| 

Thei:^ were divers perfons then prefent, who acknow- 
ledged tfaemfeives to have had ocular demonikacion of 
ihat almoft miraculous cure. 

1 am now fully convinced, gentlemen, faid the 
count,- that no one can, with any juft grounds, con* 
teft isiGta fo well attefted, nor be able to confute the 
^"uments produced by the Spa's warm ' advocate, 
Ae counlcttor, who, in my opinion, is a better judge 
of theeffeQs of thefe waters than a great many who 
are phyficians by proftffion. This fentiment of the 
ixmnt TailSd a general laugh, and the whole company 
allowed Us notion to be very juft. I ftand convi^ed, 
purfued the count, 'tis true ; yet, though I am ready 
and wtlHng to acknowledge, that fome certain furpri- 
Utig cures have been wrought through the influence 
sAid efieft of the waters above, meajtiohed, I am ftill 
as fiifly convinced, that there are numberlefs perfons^ 
who are water-drinkers at the Spa without the leaft 
fiiccefs ; and, confequently, 'tis but a mere hazard, 
or chance^ at the beft, whether they meet with any 
^•clicf or not. Since then, genflemen, you have favour- 
ed me fo^far, faid the counfellor, as to allow me to 
httve the jtrd^ent of ft phyfician, 'tis but reafonable 
that I fliould have a p^Ciiliar regard for the intereft 
of ^ faculty^' andtaie uporii me to plead' their caufe. 
D Z v; ' There 
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There are divers cafes then, purfued the counieUolr; 
where the wa(e;rs do not agree with (he conftitutiohs 
of thofe invalids who drink them ; and 'tis certain^ 
there will always be vifiters who will never reap the 
leaft benefit from them. There are fome who drink 
them merely out of caprice, or ^Ifc follow fuch in- 
ili;u£tions as are whimfical and injudicious ; fome fwal<- 
low down too large a quantity ; aiid others drink them 
too fparingly to anfyver any ,end ; Tpmetimes ^ivi^hout 
any proper preparation, and fometimes by alt^ing the 
qualities of the waters, through an intermixture of 
drugs, prefcribcd by fuch phyficians who are unac- 
quainted with the pradtife peculiar to the .wells> or 
fuch as are incapable of foreieeing in what manner 
they will operate, and by confequence are ignorant of 
what remedies ar« requifite arid fitting, either for th,e 
prevention of fome certain difprders which fometimes 
happen through the ufe of them, or to ftttle and dcr>, 
termine their aftion either one way or the other. la 
Ihort, there are, doubtlefs, abundance of errors comr • 
mitted by (bme invalids, either through a non-obfer- . 
vance of a proper regimen, or an imprudpi;it choice of ; 
a fpring unfit for tlieir fervice, or thf ough a Jiuftako: 
in the quantity, or manner of drinkijig.tfiewatenf, on. 
which the cure of their particular diforder in a great. 
meafure depends. A truce, a truce, replied the count I . 
let us have no more of your arguments, good Mr.: 
counfellor; you have advanced enough iu reafbn t<^ 
ilemonftrate, that there requires ^abundance, of (rare- 
uiid conduct in the ufe of th^k watjers. , Tp me jt;, 
teems a very plain cafe, that thofe who • drink them. 
ought to be very circumfp€(a ai>d cautious, left .they .♦ 
drink them to their manlfefl* prejudice andr^iifadvan* 

tage- 
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fage.' But be ingenuous, fit: is there, in reality, fb 
great a* difference between one fpring and another, as 
to render it abfolut^Iy neceflary for an invalid to be Co 
much upon his guard, and fo very rigid and fcnipu- 
lous, in the choice' of a fpring moft proper for hi^pur- 
fofe? Moft undoubtedly, fir, replied the counfellor; 
% the very firft enquiry to be made ; for thete are 
liich and fuch particular maladies, where the waters 
of one fountain are well adapted, and ought ftriftly 
to be adhered to -, whereas, on the dther hand, the par- 
ticular waters of another well fhall prove perfe^ly 
prejudicial and repugnant to the patient's diforder. It 
is univerfally known, that the Geronftere fpring is 
moft fukstble in futh cafes where there is a weaknefs 
of the fibres, or a contra6lion, proceediigfroiii a too 
Kvcly or quick fenfibilf ty : . 'tis fit, lifcewife, for weak 
ftomachs, and fuch as have tender conftitutions, whofc 
fibres are too inaSive ; fuch as are in a languilhing 
condition ; arc afBifled with catarrhs, and other pec* 
toral diforders ; in almoft ^1 maladies peculiar to the 
fair (ex : all the inftances, in ftiOrt, above quoted, arc 
^he efieds of that peculiar fpring. 

^ The other fountains haV« their peculiar allotment^ 
and perform almoft miraculous cures Inthoie difor-^ 
ders whereto they are judicfoufly applied. The Pou- 
hon fpring, for inftance, is remarkably fervic^ble in 
all obftrudfons.'. Its wonderful effects were very vi- 
fible kft year, {aid the baron of T***, m fcirrhous 
tumours. The count de H ♦♦ *, when he fi^ft arrived 
At the Spa, was remarkably thin, and poor in flefh;; 
was far gone in the jaundice ; was very feeble and de- 
je€ted, and afflicted with hard fcitrhoUs tumours in 
bis liver; and was eaten up, . ae it were> with the 

^ - J D 3 fpleen. 
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fpleen, proceeding from aniaterinitting fever, wluc^ 
returned upon hii»for three years fucceffirely. This 
invalid had not drank the waters of the Pouhon fpring 
above a month, but his fwellings, or tumours, were 
fcarce to be difcerned i and at the end of the nexe 
month they were effectually removed i he be^n ta 
have a colour fparkle In bk face* and, in ihoxt^ he 
recovered his ftrenethj aJl which benefits and advan* 
tages were farther improved by drinking the waters 
of the Geronftere fpring at the concluilon of the iea« 
fon. The cure of his obfhuctions. was principally 
owing to the falutary effects of the Pouhon fpring^ 
with the aid and affifiance of fome foapy drugs, which 
he took with them, and a bat^> "every naw and thea 
of commoa water. 

. We have here, at this preient jiincture^ £ud tbe 
Counfeilor, a Scotch genlleman, who firft arrived liere 
at the age of twenty-two, or twenty-three at far theft,, 
fallen, away, and in a piteous condition, bent double^ 
as it were> by the exafpccadon «f an abfcefs in bi$ 
loins, on the left' fide ; with which. misfortune ^^ had 
been afflicted ever fiftce he was tfairteei^ye^s of age» 
^d had been cra^y mortified by a* iM^ifi(^> or 
ft one cholk>. to which he was frequently fubjeee. . 
At firft he confulted with a mnltitude of phyiici* 
ans, who had obliged him to fwallow all the naufe- 
0tts potions that are to be met with in an apothecary's 
ihop. Finding they aafwered no (mrpofe, he vifited 
the Bath in England,^ by tkeik- advice and direction . 
He drank the waters there for fome time,, but with-* 
out the leaft vifible good effect. This relation, gen-* 
tlemen, I had from his own mouth. They gave a 
check, faid he^ I xnuft ow% to the choiicj which fo. 

crucUjr 
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'Cruelly tonncnted mc at rimes ; but then the pains hi 
my hack grew thereupon immediately inibpportable, 
ioibmuch that hTe Itftlf was a burthen. Befides, I 
was oppreiled incefl^tly with a laflitude, or faint- 
ncfe, o?cr my whole body, accompam'ed with a fa- 
tiety, or want of appetite, and a racking pain in my 
bowels. All thele fr^htful f)rmptoms made me jea- 
lous that I might have^ diftemper lurking within me, 
which, doubtleis, I htd, for a long time pafl, no op- 
portunity to deferve j and thereupon I was prevailed 
on to take the famous Dr. Mi(aubin's pills, which at that 
time were in high repute. They coft me a guinea 
the b<ix. I took them, however, with no finall reluc- 
tanee. Whether I had not faith fufficfent, m the pills 
Were repugnant to the maladies I laboured under a. 
^ey did nte more harm than good. Thanks to my 
'kind ftars, and the good remains of my conilitation, 
the doctor's, infallible fpecific did not quite carry me 
off the flage. I renounced his pills, and came to a 
refbliition, that if death was to be my portion^ I would 
fubmit to thfe will of jffOvtdence with patience. Up- 
on my return to London, 1 accidentally fell into con- 
Tetfation with a French phyiician, who feemed to in* 
timate, that my cafe was not fb defperate^ but that 
he could cure me. I lent an attentive car to all ^hc 
faid. Tis my opinion, fir, faid he, upon viewing my 
water, that your pains proceed from an abfcefs in 
your reins ; and depend upon it, fir, you will foon find 
-an alteration for the better, if you will but take a 
journey to the Spa. Such a journey, for one in fo 
weak and piteous a condition as was my hard lot at 
that time, you may eafily imagine, was abfolutely 
impracticable; bcfides,! was then afflicted with fuch 
D 4 a general 
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a general contraction of my fibres, which reduced me 
to- the crooked figure of the letter Z, that I exactly 
refembled the picture of the facetious monfieur Sea- 
ron. Upon which, I looked upx)n his advice as an act 
of affurance, and the mere refult of ignorance j in 
fhort, I took him to be little better than a. quack. 
However, out of complailance tb my friend, who ca- 
fually introduced me into his company, I dta^ik a few- 
bottles of the Spa water, fuch as wc have them itrt- . 
ported at London ;, and I perceived that they did nae 
fome real fervice j for in a month or fix weeks time 
at fartheft, I began to fleep pretty found anights, to 
have fome degree of appetite to my meals, and that 
my nerves were more fupple and pliant: encouraged 
by thefe good effect8> I continued to drink them, till 
at laft I was tempted to undergo the fatigue of the voy- 
age. However, when I firft arrived, my cafe, indeed, 
was bad enough in confcience, and I tried all the 
fountains in general. That at Geronftere brought 
me to death's door; but the Sauveniere fpring was 
fomewhat more favourable ; and experience taught 
me to ftick clofe to that atPouhon. I did fo, with-* 
conilancy and refolution, and determined that they 
ihould be. my dernier e reforte^ aad that they fhould 
either kill me, or cure me. I had riot drank the Pou- ^ 
hon waters above three months, before I was fully 
convinced, that my French doctor was no quack, but 
an able and experienced phyfician, and was the only 
perfon who had found out the true ftate of my cafe. 
The abfcefs of my reins manifeftly (hewed itfelf, and 
difcharged itfelf, in the ilfue, by way of urine. This 
fometimes was mixed with blood, indeed, and, for 
the generality, it brought away with it fome purulent 

matter^ 
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matter, vifcoficies, and now and then fmall filamentSy 
or threads. Every now and then I felt fome very a- 
cute pains in the region of my back. 

I never flinched, however, but, winter and fummeri 
was a conftant viiiter at my favourite fountain; and 
though the weather was ever fo. inclement, I drank 
my ufual dofe, without the leaft intermiffion. When 
the fhow lay deep upon the ground, I hired a good 
t)Id woman to clear the way for me to the fountain, 
Imd to make me a fire in the hall. 
' The excretion, or feparatfon; of thofe purulent mat* 
ters, contributed gteatly to my relief, and affuaged 
my ufual diforders.' In three months after I firft be- 
gan to drink thofe waters, my pains were not near fo 
acute as before, and my fits fbon became lefs frequent j 
tny urine was no longer mingled with blood, but car- 
ried off with it a conlidirabie quantity of gravel, and 
fome vifcofities, by medns whereof the diforders I la- 
boured liiidef were more m5derat^, and with patience 
to be borne. The contra^ions which bowed me dou- 
ble, as it wierej ceafedj and after an exertion of my 
patience for two or three years, I was able to walk 
about, and take a little tour now and then; a happi- 
nefs to which I had been long a ftrangen - / 

My body, till then bowed dowfl and crooked, grew 
ftraghit again by degrees, and I coulc^ftand as uprighc 
as an arrow, and was re^ady W-taice a dance at the balL 
Though thus happily- fecovered, I could not bear the 
thoughts of parting with" my favourite nymph. It 
feeiried to me more advifeable to continue on the Tpot 
for fome time longer, till n^y drength and health wero 
fomewhat better eftabli/hed. I began to gather frefli 
ftrengfh'daiiy j Jajal IvAlund my fi©(h fenflb^y•Inc^ea^- 
. - D ^ ed 
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ed jear after jear^ widiout any other aid or aiHftaiicft 
than the innate virtues of the water > mixed wUh fome 
proper fyrups when I found myfelf coftive, aid ftood 
in need of a gentle purge. I look upon myfclf now, 
fir, faid he» as drawing near to the concluikxa of my 
lecoverj; and b September next I propofe to- take oiy 
leave of the Spa. 

However^ though 'tis fome years ago when he iirfi 
told me this ftory^ he had not refoluU9nr enough to 
abandon his favourite fountain till the winter ^efbie 
h&; after which he returned the feafon foUowuig^ 
luid 'tis highly probable, that he will for the future 
be conftantly refident at the Spa, When he went 
away, it mufl be acknowledged, that he had met with^ 
great relief, and a furprtdng fuccefs ; and 'tis very pof^ 
ilble, all his future perfeverance may prove but of lit^ 
tie fervice. Every thing has its certain bounds^ or li^ 
mitations ; and there are feme conftltutions that, caa^ 
never be eilabliihed, and reftoredjto their titoioft per-»^ 
fedtion; and there are fome difordqrs of the body 
which can never be fo far eradicated, as, that the pa* 
tient flxall be abfoluteLy fr(^e,and fecure from any fu- 
ture return. In a word, fie haS,-for feverai years lafl 
paft, enjoyed a tolersLbk ftate pf health, and in fome 
degree o£ perfection, as the recompence and reward 
9f his conftancy and laudable perfeverance. 

A cure, perforined after thirty or forty years pe- 
nance, faid the count, can never, doubtlefe, be looked' 
upon as any great miracle ; and if it requires fuch a^ 
world of patience, and fuch an unparallelled perfeve- 
rance as that of your Scotch gentleman, for the at^ 
tainment only of an almoft cure^ how few are there 
that would not rather fuflferfoine^iiiconvenieiLces; thaqt 
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t^ experiments for relief which are feemingly end- 
lefsl forwho could proxntTe theaifelves, that they 
ihould live long enough to fee the concluiion of fo 
4ifUat a cure ?— This laH inftaace, (aid the counfel* 
lot,, is a very fingular one indeed, if not -the only ex- 
ample of fuch unwearied perfeverance : however, we 
have inilances of cures wrought almoft daily, of whlcli 
the following is an indifputable £&&. Tulpius, who 
was a phylician, as well as a bur^o-mafter of Am- 
flerdam> a very judicious bbfervator, as well as an ho* 
neft and impartial magifhate, and by conCequence his 
authority cannot fairly be fufpefted, gives us a cafe 
fomewfaat like the former, where the cure was effec- 
ted, as it were, all on a fudden; for in his fifty- third 
remark of bis fecond book be aifures us, that tliere 
was a woman afflidted with a &arp and filthy ulcer, in 
her bladder, for a relief whereof ihe had taken num- 
be/lefs medlcmes to no manner of purpofe : ihe had 
Immediate recourie therefore, as her dernUre reforte, 
to the Spa waters, by the drinking whereof Ihe was 
happily cured> to the great aftonifhment of all who 
knew her, and imagined her cafe to be abfolutely, in- 
curable. Now an ulcer in the bladder may very fair- 
ly be put upon apar^whh one in the reins; for though 
the one mzy be looked upon as ohfkinzte and ilub- 
bprn, the other has been always accounted a very 
dai^erous malady, and one that but very feldoni 
fiieets'with a cure. And it is highly probable, that 
tbe cure of the Scotch invalid above mentioned had 
been as fpeedily effected, and in every refpedl as com-. 
piete, as that in the inftance lafl produced, had he aid- 
ed and afTifted the influence of the waters by the ufe, 
ft the feme time, of fuch other medicines, the effeaa 
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whereof had agreed with the qualities of the wa(err<y 
which, in fome cafes, we find, are highly requiflte and- 
convenient. 

When we hear the counfellor, replied the county 
pleading thus ftrenuouilj the caufeof the waters, with^ 
fo much warmth and judgment, would not any one^ 
imagine he was fecretly fee'd for that purpofe to 
preach up their virtues, and, in the clofc of his ha- 
rangue, thus artfully to introduce the abfolute necef-^ 
fity of having recourfe to other medicinal remedies* 
to aid and affift them ? would not any one be inclined' 
to thmk that there was a right and fecret underftand- 
ing between him and the faculty? Let me tell you, 
fir, added the count, it flicws but fmall faith and con- 
fidence in the effe«* of the waters, to acknowledge 
that they ftand in need of the aid and afliftance of 
medicinal preparations, which might be procured ar 
any other place, and for the ufe of which no one need 
to travel to the Spa- It is no ways ftratige, for all' 
that, replied the counfellor; for if all the invalids who* 
rifit the Spa were to labour under one fingle malady, 
the waters themfelves, without any foreign aid or* 
afliftance, wouy anfwer the end propofedj but as 
too many have complicated diforders to,ftruggle with, 
&nd as the waters themiclvcs are liable to take dif- 
ferent courfes, or to occafion fomedtforders in, or dif- 
agree with fome conftitutions, it is very natural to 
have recourfe, at the fame time, to fuch well knownr 
means, as are fit and convenient to determine thei'r 
atlion, as the exigence of the cafe may require! be- 
fides, the affociation of other remedies, all tending to 
one and the htne end.ora^mg on one particular part, 
whilft the waters are operating upo» ©thers, muft 
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doubtlefs be agreeable, for this reafon, if no others 
namely, becaufe a united force is always the ftrong- 
eft; or that it is neceffary to call in different forces, 
in order to produce different eflfeas, where the mala- 
dy is of a complicated nature. It is abfolutely nc* 
ccffary, fir, as you very juftly obferve; and I Hiattef 
myfelf I have a comparifon at hand that will demon- 
ftrate, beyond all conttadiaion, the infallibility of your 
dodrine. The drugs from the apothecary's fhop (ac- 
cording to your hypothefis) are as abfolutely necel^ 
fary to co-operate, and be aiding and affifting to the 
waters, as the ftiot and the powder are requifite ih-^ 
gredients in brln^ag down a partridge or a pheafant : 
ifie powder is to determine the adion of the fhot $ 
one withoHt the other will prove equally fhiitleA 
and inefie^al $ it is by the combination and the ufe 
^f both together, from whence we muft expefl the 
fdefired effed : and thus it is that the waters can never 
have their due operation without the aid and afliflance 
\Of.fome medicinal preparation ; the apothecary, there-^ 
/ore, it is plain, 1n:iuft reap fome benefit from the cure. 
This limile fet the company into a titter : and the 
time infeniibly elapfingby means of our medicinal con- 
ference, they put an end to it by their immediate re- 
turn to the Spfli and the rather becaufe the fun hi^ 
gan to be too warm? for them, and warned them to 
take their leave of that fountain ; for as exercife, on 
the one hand, is requiiite, in order to afilft the opera- 
. tion of the waters ; fo, on the other, the drinkers o§ 
, them are indifpenfibly obbged to be moderate in thofe 
cxercifes, and avoid, as carefully as poifiWe, the over- 
heating themfelv^s, or getting into a fweat j becaufe 
it is prejudicial, and fometimes of very bad confe- 
" ■* .' " <jucn«e^ 
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quenccy to thofe who have drank the waters; for it 
fuppofea Or too violent a£lion of the internal irefTels, a 
^artfa^ion of the .humours, and a relaxation of th« 
furface, ar external parts of the body. But befides*^ 
there would be juft grounds to fear, {bme unhappf 
revolution, or relapfe, by catching the ieaft cold, tluit 
might cafually happen, by fuch a carelefs ad of in- 
dtfcretion. Still it was owing to the counfeUor's fu* 
perior judgment that they were furnifhed with thofe 
wholefome inftru^Uons ; and they returned him many 
thanks for his explication of the dangerous confequen- 
ces, that they were fenfible might aiifefrom a negle^ 
pf his judicious remark. 

The return from Geronflere Co the Spa is much 
more pleafant and eafy than the way to it, though the 
road be the fame ; for the profpe£t is coniiderably 
more diveriified, and the path is entirely upon the 
defcent, and people have the pleafure, as they move 
forwards, of cafting their eyes on the hills and dales, 
which are cbsarly to be difcerned at a conliderable dif* 
fance. The road, moreover, is full of company; fome 
bk machines ; fome on horfe-back, and odiers, both 
gentlemen and ladies, on foot; who all'fet out much 
about the fame time. The natural effedt of the wa- 
ters , the pailage whereof is^ greatly promoted either 
|»y the fatigue of the journey, or by the jolting of 
the machines, frequently occafions fome little incon* 
veniencies, os embarraflraent$> efpecially to the la-*, 
dies. No one is forward to alight the firft ; they all * * 
prolong the tune, till the firft urgent occafion deter* 
mines the point: but when one machine Hops, they al! 
ftop; when one, perhaps^ finds out a commodious 

.place 
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place behind fome Urge ftone, and anotker^^ fcreeni 
iumfelf behind a bnih. 

Tbefe cafuai flights are apt to create a little innor 
cent miith> and furniih opportunity for a farcaftic joke» 
Qne would think th^ dtuation of the Geronft^re fpring 
contributes^ in fomeaieafure, towards heightening the 
difreriion : at leaft, ft mudt be aUowed, that \hty na^ 
turaliy incline thek drinkers to be much more gay and 
f hearful than thofe of Pouhon i which for the gene- 
rality are harder of digeftion, and lie heavier upon 
the ilomach. Thus, notwithftanding they a£t in a 
^ivanner equally on the btaln and the nerves, yet it i« 
with tlas diflference ; not only as they are remedies^ 
hut as the/ affedk the fenfes ; thofe of Pouhon natu* 
raliy iadining their drinkersyto be (bmewhat drowzy^ 
whereas thofe of Geronftere are apt to make the headf 
of their drinkers giddy; ^ kaff, they have generally 
that effect, at theiirft .days of drinking ;, but then that 
giddinefs iiies oQ^npon eating a good breakfaft : how* 
cver> both the one and the other have the following 
effe^ alike^ or in common ;: namely> they equally pro-, 
mote a kind of laflitude, or tenfion in the limbs ; morei^ 
f fpeciaily on the iirfl: eight or ten days that they arit 
drank ; and this i6» for the moft part, looJced upon as 
a gQod pre(kge, or fymptoa^ becaufe it is sl msLtk, or 
mdication, that their .efieds are perceptible, and reacl^ 
the fenfible fibres. 

The company went dowa ta the inn called the En^ 
gllfh Amis» where there was a breakfaft provided, ar 
which there was a multitude of people, andmoft of 
$hem natives of Holland ; and to thofe gentlemen they 
were wholly indebted for that morning's entertain* 
yient. Befides the cuftomary provifions that confti- 

CUW 
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tute a breakfkft at the Spa, there was plenty of piesi 
dried tongues, and a magnificent difh of fireih herrings. 
Some fell to> without the leaft hefitation ; and others, 
though thcj made fome fcruples at firft, were prevail- 
ed upon to take a tafte at leaft, of each difli in its 
turn: eiaDiiples are very powerful and perfuafive, el^ 
pecially iii point of eating any forbidden fruit. The 
phyfician came in, during the midft of this repaft, and 
though he could not rightly approve of the plan of rf 
Dutch breakfaft, they obliged him to fit down and be 
a party concerned. The many eulogiums that were 
made on the virtues of herrings had fuch an influence 
On the do^or, that either out of choice or complai- 
fance, he feemed to be no enemy to that aquatfc ali- 
ment which is fo much fought after, and fo highly ef- 
teemed and admired all over Holland- He only found 
fault with the time of day which had been pitched 
upon for fuch a repaft, and with their number of dilh-'^ 
es, of which they all eat fo freely at' the very junc- 
ture when the waters had their ftrorigeft influence, 
when, in fliort, fome part of them, remamed ftill in 
their ftomachs. They all acquiefced in the juftice 
of his remark, but ftill continued to eat on, and gra- 
tify their appetites at all a:dventures. 

As there wa"s abundance of company at this extra- 
ordinary breakfaft, the doftor, was indifpenfibly ob- 
liged to poftpone a great number of his intended vi- 
fits to another day, as the gentlemen were difpofed, 
he found, to detain him. The converfation that had 
pafied at Geronftere inclined them to talk now of the 
ufe of phyfic j and this dilcourfe being revived on ac- 
1 count of that abule of it with which the phyfician 
charged the drinking of the Vi^ter?, the- count opened^ 
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this new conference with the following addrefs. It 
is pbffible, fir, yovt may be a pcrfedt ftranger to the 
lOAny obligations you lie under to fhat gentleman in 
particular, pointing to the counfellor. If he be not 
under any private engagement to the faculty, and if 
he has not efpoufed the intered of the Spa, I cannot 
conceive from whence ftould proceed that ardent zeal 
of his, which he exerts in fb diftinguifhed a manner in 
favour of the innate virtues of all ydur waters. 
There is^ one thing, however, that I particularly ob- 
ferve j and that is, all his eulogiums are beftoWed otf- 
ly on the equalities of thePouhon fpTing,-and that at 
Geronftere : his filcnce, with refpeffc to thofe of Sau- 
■veniere, fnduces'me to imagine, thaf he has but littlb 
to urge in their behdf; and from thence, fir, I con- 
clude, added he, this at leai^,^ that your praftife of 
prefcribing them (fince you have prefcribed to uff, afe 
well as to a great number of other people) is a piece 
of fpecious formalitjr only, in order to prolong the 
cure, under a pretext (highly faveDrable indeed to the 
place) of a neceffary preparation for the performance 
of a cure, perhaps equally ufelefs in itfelf > but may 
become advant^eou» by a proper regimen, and mo- 
derate exf 'cife, more particularly by a feries of dif- 
ferent diverfions and amu/ements. Your conchifibn, 
fir, faid the doctor to the count, depreciates, in a great 
meafure, the wonderful effedls of our waters ; and I 
plainly perceive, you are incKned to give them no quar-, 
ten Let us, if you thiiik proper, difcufs this impor- 
tant point in fome method and order, and begin with 
the completion of that apology which the counfellor 
has already, made for the virtues of our waters. Witii 
all my heart.i— Agreed, faid the count.— Our prefent 

bufinefs. 
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buiineisy tlien^ purfued the fhyikmk, is,, b the htft 
pkce, to make our obfervadoBs on the Waters of the 
Sauvenierefpring, in the praife of which he has been, 
you fay» either very fpaiing, or totally filent ^ and you 
feem, for your part, to imagine, that the ufe of them 
is recommended with a political view only. li\ or- 
der that the company may not think they have any 
jufl: grounds for reproaching me hereafter with any 
time being loft in the making ufe of that particular 
fountain,^ PlI endeavour ^o convince them, that they 
are not only ferviceable, as being preparatory to the 
drinking o£ any of the other waters, but that their 
own innate virtues have wrought divers, and thofe al- 
.moil miraculous, cures, ivithout any aid or aiSftance 
.whatfoever. 

If the waters of that fpring be lefs aflivc than thcr 
reft, if they put the humours lefs into motion, it fol- 
lows, by confequence, that they are the moft proper 
.waters to begin with, before the patient meddles with 
any odier fpring, and to be occuftomed gradually t«| 
.their good effects j and puifuwt to that principle, 'tis 
^folutely neceflkry that they ihould be drank by 
.way of preparation to the drinking of others which 
Jiave a ftionger influence and effect, and which, if 
ufed at firft» weuld prove pernicious to (ome fenHble 
conftitutions. 

Maladies, for the moft part, ^e of a complicated 
nature. There are fome cafes where the watiers of 
Geronftere and Pouhon are proper to oppiiate or ob- 
ftnift, or to fortify and ftrengthen; but where thcdif- 
order is attended with an acrimonious humour, 'tis 
convenient that humour Jhould be foftened and cor- 
reft'ed. Now 'tis demondrabl?^ from experience, that 

' the 
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tHe -waters of tlie-Sauveniere fpring are eminently ier- 
y iceable^ aocl have la wonderfulemoliient effed. Ob* 
{krvjCp iir^ there are nwnhers of cafes where 'tis abfo* 
luuly neceffary to begin with the San?eniere waters^ 
or to blend them, at leaft> with the waters of fomc 
jother i^ringSy fqr fear thofe v/aters, whoie property 
it is to give more a^ion- to humours than others^ 
BiQuld create an irritatton» or exa(perati'on, by their 
too yiolent.^d^ion, and confound the fait and acrimo- 
luous humours with the mafs of blood. 

Upon tbe.fuppoiLtion you do not call in queHioo 

the foftemng or emollient quality of the waters of the* 

Sau veniere fpiingv you muft of neceflity -agree to thei^ 

principJes; and to i;onviace you in that particular,. 

there needs nothing jnore than to re^ed on the al^ 

snofl; miraculous e&£ls of that fpring in the fcurvy^ 

or any cutaneous mGitadies^.hefides divers other dif-^ 

orders, where the humours are acrimonious. Befides^ 

you nevier hear any invalid complain of being oyer<» 

heated by the u£e of thofe waters f but on the conr' 

traryi you ihall .often hear, of his being refreihed bf 

lhem» and lefs moved by them than by the u^ of any 

other fpring iwfaereasy you frequently hear comr 

plaints, that thofe other fpriags are apt to pver-h^ae 

the patient, e/peciaiiy where the malady is attendetf 

with an acrimonious humour, the edge whereof ha* 

never been t^ken off. Beiides, we frequently find^ 

that the. waters of the Geronftere fpri9g will raife 

fuch large pimples, .or tumours^ in the lleihr that the* 

patient is fibliged to have recourfe to the Sauveniere 

fpring, the waters whereof foon mollify and difperfe 

thofe humours j for which reafon we look upon the 

waters of this fpring as very proper for fweetening 

the 
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^ blood, and preventing tho(e exafperations to which 
it is fnbjefl, in ca!e the padent has reconrie to the 
Iprii^ at Geronftere at oncey and at all adventures, 
without weighii^, with due precaution, the natiire 
of his cafe. The count endeavoured to oppofe tfaaC 
dodrine, and rejeft a great number of other chimer^ 
cal conjc^hires, with which, added he, yotkr phjfic is 
OTerwhehned ; bat he was obliged to fubmit to thofe 
tfliirances which the dodor gave to all the company 
in geneial, that the fa£t was indifputable, and that 
there never happened a feafbn but what evinced the 
truth of it to every one v^bo made the kail remarks 
on the effeds of -that particular fpring. 

But beiides, firid the phyficlan, the waters of diat 
Ipring are peculiarly efficacious in ftich maladies as 
tflPeft the urinary paflages j and more efpecially theif 
virtues are confpicuous againft the gravel, and ulcers 
in the reins, oY in the bladder, at leaft in the latter 
cafe; and 'ds moft advifeable to begin with them, 
Us they are of a deterfive and, deanfmg nature ; but 
Ibme will infift, indeed, that they are not fufficiently 
tftringent for confolidatioft, when the malady is in fomc 
meafure inveterate and ftubborn : let us confine our- 
lelves to examples. Have thefe waters ever diUbl* 
ved or forced away the ftone in the bladder ; of have 
you any mftances wherein they have been inftrujtien- 
tal in the cure of any ulcers in thofe parts? Doubt- 
lefs we have, replied the phyfician. We have very 
able and experienced authors who have publiihed their 
remarks thereupon j and every (eafon affords room 
for the renewal of them. In the year i7S9> * ^^^^" 
brated Dutch phyfician fent a near relation of his to 
the Spa, who was Aibjc^ to mlmt pains, which 

chiefly 
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^chiefly afFccted her reins on the left fide, and defcend- 
ed according to the direction of the ureters on that 
fide. She had voided two fmall ftones about three 
or fpur- months before, which difcovered the more 
clearly her principal ailment; to which were added 
the vapours^, the force and returns whereof were fre- 
quently analc^ous to nephritic pains. She drank the 
waters of our Sauvemere ipring, together with fome 
jantifpafi]aodic anddiuretic preparations, from the 19th' 
^^ Jwly» without perceiving any: viffljle alteration, till' 
the »4th of Auguft, which was the day appointed for 
her depatiture. On -daat day, however, the paiu in 
her reins Was fo violent, that (he was obliged to have 
jmmedfate x^onrfe to fome other remedies for relief 
ixi thole agonizing fits. J prefcribed a proper medi- 
cine for her direcdy, which brought away two flones 
ill a very ihort compafs of time ; the (iiccefs that at- 
tended this iiril application, encouraged her to take a 
fecond dofe, after which ihe voided no lefs than. fix 
little flones. Upon this happy evacuation, her acute 
pains were in a great meafure afluaged $ as alfo thofie 
eruftations, and^hofe embarr^ifiineiUs or 4iforders of 
her ftomach, which accmnpanied tkem. The count 
de H * *,* i^ another inftance, who- vns iiibjeft to vi- 
olent pains in his hack and his bladder, nay, fometime^ 
was afflidted with the ilrangury^ attended with void- 
ing of blood, all fymptoms oceafioned by, the ftone or 
gravel in his kidneys. This count, I fay, found in 
like mannef m^ fwpriftng 'relief by*, the excretion of di- 
vers litde ftones, through the ufe whichhe had ihade. 
of the .SikuV€j«iiere.wrateVs for two'feaions fucccflively ^ 
t^at it is to fay, i in the year T759, *^ ^ 7^' ^'^^^"^ 
&ie m/felf to tiwfe examples, in regard to the virtue 
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of this fpfing, where the cafe is the done of the gra- 
vely in order tOiayoid prolixity^ and being too t^ioui. 
There are divers inftskices, howeyier^ which might be 
produced of thrir happy effeds inWtaneous difor- 
ders; but in thofe cafes 'tis advifeable to blend thefe 
waters with thofe of the fountain of Groefbeeck, 
which have a more penetrating power> and are more 
uperitive, or opening. In the year 1 760, one of the 
reverend fathers of the Capuchins, who was tortured 
with divers tetters, or ring-worms, not only all over 
Jiis head^ but in divers parts of his body, was cured 
of thofe m his head by drinking the waters of the 
Sauveniere fpring for about three weeks only. I ne- 
irer heard whether thofe in his body were carried off 
afterwards, by the fame means. The fiewrR^**^ a 
ffeeman of the Spa, was another incon-teftiable pi^of 
of the virtues of the waters of the Groelbeeck fprrng 
iinder the fitme dtfoider. About twenty years ^go, 
that gentleman was afflicted withfuch large pimpled, 
or tumours, *on his eye-brows and his chin, which 
rendered the aft of eating very incommodious and 
troublefome, ^r the cui'e of which he took a vaft va- 
riety of different medidnes for twelve months fuccef- 
fively, and all to no mamier of pii^pofe/' He was 
gently inclined to try the virtues of tliePouhonfpring, 
hut he bad not ftrength to bear them, they lay (o hea-* 
vy upon his ftomach j whereupon he had recourft fa 
the Sauveniere fpring for a fortnight withoi|t inter-f 
miliion: after that, he dntnk the waters'of the Groef-r 
b^eck weli, by t^e advice of a friend wfap refided kf 
Vervicr, and had been perfcftly cured of a fimiUr dif- 
^der, , by drinking: th.ofe wafers for three weeks only: 
lis was prevailed oa to m^ xk^ attempt^and ac.corcU 

•injiy. 
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ingly, after thp fbird week, Us tetters, or |>impies» 
altered their fuuationi tbe^ broke out behind his 
cars, and u^ on the top of his head ; in a few days af- 
terwards, howeyer, they all difappeared, and he never 
laboured under the like diforder any more. I could 
add divers other inftances in cafes of pimples and other 
^eruptions, which were all cured by the combined ufe 
of thofe waters, and fome mercurial, aiMi other me* 
dicinal, preparations. 

But why, fir, pray, muft there be fuch a mixture 
©f the apothecary's ingredients, faid the count, with 
^ the ufe of the waters } Who know«, or who can teU» 
^vhether the cure is effe^ed through the innate vir<r 
* tues of the waters, or by means of thofe medicinal 
vpreparations^ though you are fo fond of afcribfng 
:fuck good effedls to your favourite waters ? God be 
thanked* GontiiM^ the count, I am at prelent founds 
' wind and limhi t>ut was 1 under any real diforder, 
and I thought .my cafe of neceffity required my drink- 
ing of the :waters, I would fee what innate virtues 
they eo^dboaft of alone, 'without confounding them 
with additional preparations. You would a6lj good 
*iir» very judicioufly, replied the phydcian, were you 
tdetermined to make experiments, and pry as narrow-' 
ly as poi&ile into the innate quah'ties of the waters; 
but the o^ual cure/ is the point in queftion, and 'tit 
no great matter of importance, if it be in reality efFeft- 
ed, whether, the the patient is indebted to the wa- 
ters he had drank, or to the remedies Jwhich accom- 
panied them. It muft be allowed that the cdmbina- 
tion above mentioned muft not only be de^mt'ii^ :ia 
reality, Serviceable, but in many cafes highly requi- 

fite; fince there are divers maladies, againft ivhichthe 

waters 



^2 NEW AMUSEMENTS 

vatcn done hxwt not fufficient inflttence, and againft 
nrfMdi ill the lenedtes which aa apothecary's fhop can 
foiniOiy fliall proTe altogether fruitieis and ineffectual ; 
and yet fudi maladies (hall afterwards yield, or give 
way, to the means, when united, or combined ; and 
'tis, doufatleis, with that view that we find it abfo- 
lately neoefliiry to prefirribe medicinal preparations, 
ia order to aid and affift the operation of the waters. 
The more inveterate any malady is, the more com- 
plicated and ftubborn it is, and confequently the jniler 
grounds there are for fuch a combination to conquer 
and fubdue it. Then the mecHcmes carry with them 
an additional force, becaufe the fpirituous particles of 
the waters puih their innate etkcts even into the moil 
liibule fubftaace, I mean the nerves themlelves; 
whereas, on the other hand, different medicines either 
impede or hinder the waters from warming, renewing, 
or (landing ftill> or determine the action'thereof on 
feme certain parts. If the cafe be a plethora, or a 
r/^dundancy of humours, bleeding will prevent the tu- 
mefaction, irritation, or a diftenfton and atony of the 
yeifels -, If a cofiivenefs ihould make the virtues of the 
waters fly up into the head, la^tives would foon ap- 
peafe thofe exaiperaKoas; if the ftomach happens, to 
prove too flack, or .reniiis, we prevent the fwellings, 
the ulterior diftention of; the bowel?, and the various 
diforders dependent thereon : in ihort, when there is 
any obftruction to their paifage or action, we always 
takecare to remove it, if poffible, in hopes of meet- 
ing wjtb fu^cefs.- It is frequently owing, therefore, 
tO; fuch combination^ of the diiFerent means, that we. 
difcern tl^fe mixacuJous cures performedi .which are 
peculiar to the waters ^ and, however we may flatter 

ourfeJves, 
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6urfelves, fliey are no otherwife to be obtained. Whk 
your leare, I w31 produce you a very recent loftance 
of one of tlie like miraculous <:ures of a oonvulfive 
and perpetual tremor, performed in this manner^ to 
the great aflonifhment of divers foreigners, who are 
now actually refident at the Spa. A young gentle- 
man, one MonC P»* * of a very brifk and lively dif- 
pofition/ having been feized with a fudden fright> 
and afterwards expoled to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther for fdme hours, was taken all on a fudden with 
a violent pain in his ftomach and liea4,-and which re- 
turned upon him time after -.timei thefe diforders 
however, were perfectly ^>peafed, or cured, at the 
-clofe of three months, by the ufc of different medicines, 
and, amongft others, the waters of the Spa : but then 
the patient b^n to be melancholj, and dejeded, and 
farther affe^ed with z kind of la/litude» and a love 
of fblittide, and, in Aort, with divers other hypochon- 
driacal iyniptoms ; all which foon after were accom- 
panied with a fever, and a fore throat, or quinfy, and 
a convulfive cough, the fits whereof were fometknes 
.extremely violent. On the izth of March one of 
thefe fits was attended with a trance, or extafy, which 
continued for the fpace of half an hour, and every 
jiow and then refurned upon hfm, infomuch that ho 
had blood taken firom him five feveral times within 
'the compafs of eight hours. In the mean time, re- 
freihing baths, and other remedies, were admiaiftefed ; 
and by degrees .thofe fits went off. On the ^iA day 
of the fame month, however, about noon, he was ta^ 
ken with a viofent head-ach, which lafted for fome 
few minutes. In the evening he was feizcd with a 
.violent fit of coughing. The next day his delirium 
Vol. II. E returned. 
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returned^ and was accompanied with fuch a weaknefs^ 
rhat he could not ftand upon his legs, though before 
his cough came on he could walk about the room. 
In ihort, his cough and delirium were accompanied by 
a prodigious weaknefs ancja cold, and a return of his 
head-ach at fundrj times. He was blooded time af- 
ter time ; and emollient medicines w^re applied in or- 
der to give him eale, till the 22d of April. After 
that, recourfe was had ggain to refrefliing baths. The 
convulfive movements of his breaft, however, wer^ 
as violent as before; his dehViums were more fre- 
quent, and feized him every evening for five days fucr 
ceffively : at the fanie.time he was affedled with fuch 
a convulfive tremor ip his hands, and fuch a weaknefs 
in his limbs, that he could not /land upright. On 
the 25 th of May, having in the evening had an exta- 
tic fit, and a return of the head-ach, which became 
almoft conftant, all on a fudden he thought himfelf ca- 
pable of walking, but the trempr in his hands was 
more violent than ever. Ip this deplorable condition, 
and tormented almoft inceflantly with the head-ach, 
and fubject ftill to irregular returns of his deliriums, 
and haraifed with a perpetual tremor in his hands 
without intermiflion, he arrived at the Spa the i6th 
of Auguft, in the year 1 762 ; and having prepared 
him by a dofe of rhubarb, I thought proper to pre- 
fcribe to him the waters of the Sauveniere fpring, as 
being the moft proper to mollify and fofteri the hu- 
mours, and by beginning with them> to prepare him 
for thofe fprings which were morp invigorating, and 
whofe powers were ftronger ; as his pulfe was ex- 
tremely low and weak, his colour wan and pale, his 
movement of the nervous lynji, the cjrcurailaiices of the 
' ■ • • . origin 
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origin ajid treatment of this malady made me judge thefe 
fteps neceflary; and moreover the ufe of the fame me- 
dictiiesasl prefcfib^ at firft, that is to fay, the quin- 
quina, OT jefuits bark, till the 30th, and afterwards 
feme ftecl on the 3 1 ft. You are all very fenfible, gen- 
tlemen, that you were ftruck with aftonifliment when 
you heard, that on the firft day of September thea 
next enfuing, his tremors all ceafed, as it were, in a 
niiraculous manner, having onl^ dr^nk. tlje waters of 
the Sauveniere fpring for a fortnight before, laving . 
and excepting his drinking a moderate quantity of 
wine, mixed with Pouhon- water, at noon with his 
meals- Thus that violent tremor yielded and gave 
way to the united force and effect of thofe fortifying 
and ftrengthening waters, the jeiuits drops, and the 
ftee\. He left the Spa Ott the i oth of the fan?e month, 
(though* by whofe injudicious advice I cannot fay) 
notwithftaodipg the Weather was then raw and rainy, 
which was enough to have plunged him into his origi- 
nal ftate and condition ; whereas he ought to have 
ftaid till that miraculous cure had been fully con- 
fiFmed and eftabl^ed, and his other lefter diforders 
had been totally removed. 

That cure of yours, doubtlefs, fir, replied the 
count, was not only more thail common, but one of 
the marvellous kind. ,'But why, fir, pray, ftould it 
not be wholly afcribed to the peculiar virtues, or re- 
fiftlefs effects, of the waters, lince the other medici- 
nal applications were of a ftrengthening nature, and 
had, in them no innate qualities but what the waters 
themfelves' could equally . boaft of ? And moreover, 
'til plain and evident,, that »they have a quantity of 
ft^.el;iiicorporated io ^eui> an4'therefore to add that 
£ ^ ingredient 
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ingredient to them> in oif humble opinion^ is altoge- 
ther ufelefs. I readily allows fir« faid the phyiiclaa, 
that the waters themfclvcs are of a ftrengtheniflg na- 
ture, and, bejrond all contradi^iaj^ pea^uate into the 
XDoil (ubtile parts of the bodj, which the common 
medicines prefcfibed have not power fujGcie&t to ef- 
fect ; but then their fimple effeds are not, in fome par-^ 
ticular cafes, fortifying enough, and have not in them 
a. proper quantity of fteel to anfwer wery fymptom, or 
indication. On this it is» fir» wegr^nd the abfolute 
neceflity that there is for making a^i addition to their 
'iifej for aidin^.and aflifting. tbewi by fomc ftrength- 
ening preparationSi but mor€ particularly by ileel. 
SometiipeSy indeed^ we make diliriaresit applicadonsfy 
as we find (bipe extraordinary caies requite. At to 
theaddition of fteel, replied the co^nt, thete is a 
more fimple method^ and confe^^mily mudb better, 
immediately at hand, and that is, nothABg etfe but 
drinking a larger quantity of t|ie water. What occa- 
lion, fir, can there, m reality, be for tho muitiplicat^ 
on of m^icines, where one may piove fiupQFK&fiBi? 
Confider, fir, faid the phTfi^i^U* what a laq(e quaar 
tity of the water the patient muft drink to imbibe 
fifteen or twen^ gr^in? of fteei» which is the ' ofual 
dofe preicrlbed in div^s cafea^ He muit drink at 
leafi: four or five pquodd weight, eiren ofthe Fouhda 
fountain, for that purpofe; and at leaA a do%en, if 
not fifteen, pounds weight of water CKtrai^ed from 
any of the othec Q)Hngs.; vrhicb quantity, you mu& 
allow, would be immodi^rac^ a^d- heyood aitreafon, 
and be apparenf{y pr^judiciai, if nof defizuiSive to the 
patient, finc^ UiQh 9, load of watien^ muA of JieceilUy, 
create achik^f^ilklhe^maQb^and ar4ifte&C>Qn woukt 

naturaDy 
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ftatttrally refuk firom the weight of it. Tliere would 
arife an cxafperation and tumefaction tbereftom, that 
would create immoderate enidtationsy and from thtace 
would proceed, in all probabilitj^an atony, or obilruc- 
tlon of the principal paflages, an embarraifment in the 
Bowels I aad> in fhort, the whole machine, by your 
prefcrrption, Avould be thrown into diforder. It is a 
inorie judicious method, therefore, to fupply by art 
fbme cafual deficiencies, than to prefer ibe the drink- 
ing of too large quantities of any of the waters | and 
it was that coniideration which induced me to make 
a reformation in point of excefs» which you may ob- 
ierve I have with refpect to the meafUre contained in 
d/fierent gla/Ies. I muft own, tkid the baron of * *♦, 
that I obferred (bm6 of tb€ company made u& of 
linall, and others of much larger glaifes i but» for mj 
Own part, added he, finall or large ones were, in vaj 
opinion, of do great importance, and without attend- 
ing to the contents, I diank the glafs that was brought 
me without fcruple, he tKe meafure what it wouM. 
1 conceive, Hr, faid the count, eyeiy one ought to 
be cautious and circumlpe^ in regard to the quan- 
tity of water his gkfs contains^ and to the number 
of glafles he propofes to drink, fince the waters hay» 
an effect in proportion. It cannot, therefore, be a 
matter of indifference, whether a patient fwallows 
down eight or fixteen glaifes in a morning, or whe- 
ther the gta& he drinks out of holds the weight of 
three or fix ounces, which would at once advance 
either double, or four-fold, the quantity of medicinal 
preparations to be ufed with them ; but to fpeak my 
/entiments ingenuoufly, I cannot relifh the ufe of any 
medicinal prepafadons with the waters, as helps to 

E 5 their 
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their operation, fince I remember perfectly well, 
that I have read of as extraordinary cures performed 
thirty years ago as are now wrought, and thofe ef- 
fedted without any intermixtures, but by the folc in- 
fluence and virtue of the waters : what occaiioa is 
there, therefore, I befeech you, for additional inno- 
vations, when a fimple remedy will anfwer the end 
propoled? Such fimple prefcriptions, I find, w^ere 
very pleafing and agreeable to our predecefTors, and, 
in all probabih'ty, met with greater fuccefs than the 
prefent compound meafures, now in vogue, which 
are too much the faihion in every thing; but in phj- 
fical cafes they ought, in my humble opinion, to be 
induftrioufly avoided. Excufe me, good fir, for tak- 
ing the liberty, retorted the phyfician, to oppofe that 
prejudice and prepoflefllon that you feem to have im- 
bibed for thofe fimple methods which were made 
ufe of by the antients. If in the refledFons which 
fome authors have made in their differtations on our 
waters, with regard to their efFefts and innate virtues, 
there is no mention made of any medicines or reme- 
'dies to accompany them, whilft the patient is appoint- 
ed and directed to drink them ;. we are not to con- 
clude from thence, that they never made ufe of any 
medicinal intermixtures. Our main bufin^fs is to 
obferve what meafures were purfued by the ableft 
and moft experienced pradtltioners at the Spa, even 
the antient phyficians, and, amongfl many others, that 
celebrated writer Monfieur Ab Heers, whofe judici- 
ous remarks have met with a very favourable recep- 
tion all over Europe. It is manifeft to every one 
who has ever perufed his moft excellent treatife^ en- 
titled Spa Dacrene, that he not only J)refcribedieveral 

medicines 
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inedicines .properly adapted to the peculiar maladies 
which the drinkers of thofe waters laboured under ; 
to fbme, for inftance, he prefcribed ftomachics; to 
others, carminatives; and to others again, diuretics, 
&c. but he moreover directed all his patients, with- 
out exception, to make ufe of fuch particular laxa- 
tives as were fuitable to their conftitutions and their 
|)eculiar ailments, and repeated them likewife fome- 
tiraes for the three or four firft days, and fometimes, 
as the ftate of the cafe required, for a week or ten 
days fucceflively. Thus, fo far was he from^ being 
Ihy or cautious how he admimftered any medicinal 
preparations ; all the innovation that I have met with, 
. is, on the contrary, to fet bounds to the ufe of fuch 
purgatives as might weaken or deftroy the principal 
effedl which is to be expected from the waters ; and 
that is, to fortify and flrengthen thofe parts which 
Appear too weak and feeble. As to fuch medicinal 
preparations as proved repugnant to fome accidents 
or cafualties, which might pdffibly occur through the 
influence or effe£t of the waters, or which facilitated 
their operation, this pra£life has never Veen difconti- 
nued or laid afide j but the principal point is, to know 
how to make a judicious choice, and diflingui/h the 
cafe where it may be moft fit and convenfent to join 
the ufe of fuch medicines with the waters, in which 
confifts the true method of prefcribing them in order 
to obtain the defired fuccefs. Tis in that point, 
therefore, lies the doftrine, or rule, which ought to 
be pradtifed as much now as heretofore in the days 
of Ab Heers ; and the rather, becaufe it is conform- 
able, not only to the antient cuftom, but becaufe it 
E 4 »• 
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Ss founded on reafon, and fuch obfervations as. ace by 
no means doubtfVil or ambiguous. 

Permit me, fir, replied the count, to take off the 
weight, at Icaft in fome meafure, of your preceding 
obfervations. It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that 
amongft the vaft concourfe of people that refort to 
die Spa for relief to the peculiar maladies die/ adlu- 
alljr labour under, there are fome extraordinary 
cures performed from time to time through the iar 
nate virtues of the waters -, but how manj are there 
on the other hand, to their great morti&cation, who 
depart from the waters without the leaft comfort or 
confoiation? I (houlddo the waters, faid the coun* 
feHor, a mantfeft ad of injufUce^ if I did not make the 
following remark in their favour, and that -Is. that 
there ape very few invalids, who have tecoufCe to 
thefe waters in hopes of a cure, but when th^y de- 
part they meet with fome benefit, or advantage^ more 
qr lefsi, and, for the generality, when thegr, oie^toot. 
wiA the deffred fucceu, the blame, in juftieeu is to be 
laid at theit own doors; for let us be ingenuous, gen- 
tlemen, do not we ourfelves whilA we arq here Upt- 
on the Ipot, find ourfelves much better through the 
ufe of the waters? and yet how little do we deferve 
to reap any benefit or advantage at all from them, ei- 
ther by means of a non-^obfervaace of a proper regi- 
men, or fome other article in our mifconduft I Bc- 
fides, it muft be allawed as real fa^» that (he effe^s of 
the waters are frequeptly not to be; difcovered, or 
Sfenfibly perceived, till fome xonfiderable time after 
we have declined the drinking of them. Thua^ 'tii 
evident, that we cannot always fet a due value^on the 
^cacy, or virtues, of the waters whilft we are in 
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ttkt aSttal ptitfuit of our cute. N^w, tw4 lie coiiiit, 
h tbe gakty df hh heatt, Witli *' bfeCoWJTng frtiilC, I 
find <>u* good cOHijftllor is fjiayiiig th^ i^f t «f Prote- 
tts, hef e M 1^ welte ; be affutties th)6 charttaer of a 
I^^d«ft^ and prifildheft tp file deSHne of dbftlnence 
and k (eiert re^krtic^ and theruupon telh u^ our 
r«fj)€llitfe fertwiei J he forfJtell^ ifhe happy effects of 
ettr ^re, and 'tfiJ to an htteiftef that he feem« to re- 
fer tlie cfertfM&ty of ti&oft ttAtmtxAwis cures v/hich are 
xvWuj^ fey th€ vktue^, or o^ietatJoft^, of the waters, 
aikl fhw: 'ris teumbcttt, oA lis to wait with patlettce 
fat tKe fev^xit. t rem^'ilnltet a ltiAcrt>tis epiftbe, c6m- 
poife4 alfflOft eieVeMpbre, in Fretich, ahd in whit We 
caM the femihar ftile, whl€h exprtflcs, naturally e- 
dough, the gr<!tfe benefits we are fa expect ftotii a 
due €l)fevfe<ice ^^that ftandiffg dnd etobKfced ttiax- 
iHiy which &e e^iHireHbr hds adopts in favbur of 
tbcwatert^ Aefeewefts'Wher^fhi'feetnsfd cordi- 
ally toirQjoufe. Ferhapsf the per tifll of it tftay fee 
deemed by ttrei^p^tfly-iW dtfkgfee^le amiifedietit ^ 
aiidhetei geAtlefliert-and ladies, it Il« your ftrVfce; 
theeontenls wiceWof, in pkili |»ofea«; to this ef- 
fect. 



• Athtefy adire^eiCo^Monfteuf th count */M**», 
^h'6 fequefted the dUthbr to fend him iu thoughts^ 
iff^effe, oh the mineral ^atefs Ajibtcb be was 
then drinkHhg. 

t'<« Yot infift, I find, on my fending you, in famili- 

<« ar verfe, fome account of the waters which I am 

E «; ** now 
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<< now actually drinking. In order, therefore^ to 
*• comply with your requeft» give me leave to tell 
** you, that I firft received my intelligence from a 
*< thoufand gay belles and beaux ; and afterwards 
<< found the miracles they related to be real facts by 
'< my own experience. The truth, therefore, is 
" beyond all difpute. As to the cures wrought 
** by thofc mineral waters, we have feldom lefs than 
<< half a hundred infbmces of their almoft miracu^ 
" lous operations every feafon. The fciatica, the 
'* pally,, the rheumatifm, the cholic, and even apo- 
'* pledic fits, are all cured here, and in a moft afto- 
** nilhing manner, in an inftant, as it were, vanifh in- 
'' to lefs than nothing. But you will a(k me, per- 
** haps. What real benefit and advantage have you 
** yourfelf received from them, through their furpri- 
*< fing influence and effect ? I have reafon to allow their 
" virtues to be matchlefs and divine. I am compli- 
** mented upon that fcore almoft every day.— They 
*• have perforrned wonders. — So much the better, 
** you will fay. — Why then I take it for granted, you 
** have happily found a perfeft cure.— That I hav€, 
«* doubtlefs, fir ; ^nd though I am not over-fenfible 
** of any vifible alteration, I am bound to believe it 
*« matter of fa6t; for my phyfician plumes himfelf 
** upon it, and my. landlord. telU me alrapft.ev^ry 
**■ morning, that I look as frcfh and ruddy as a rofe in 
" June. Is there, after thofe intimations, the lead 
<* room to queftion a cure?— No, fir, no ; the.fa6k is 
" as vifible as the fun at noon-day.— Befides, at pre- 
<* fent, I give myfelf no manner of concern about it. 
<« Old Charon has laid it down heretftSan eftablilhed 
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«« .maxim, that 'tis two or three months after we have 
** done drinking the waters, that, he finds, we are 
<* perfedlly cured of all manner of diforders. — If 
** I am not cured to all intents and purpofes, fo much 
** the worfe for me : but, fure I am, 'twill be the fault 
*f of the waters, and not mine. But be that as it 
** may, my phyfician, and my landlord, have fucceed- 
** ed as well as their hearts could wifli ; for they know 
^* better things than to be under the leaft concern at 
** my departure, (ince they are confcious to them- 
** felves I have left all my money behind nie ♦ .** 

The 



♦ This quotation is rather too long to require a 
repetition of the whole in Engli/h ihyme ; the firft 
flanza, by way of (pecimen, will.be deemed fuflici- 
ent. 

*« In hopes to oblige, (ir, I have fcnt you in rhymes 
** The n£ws of the Spa, and the fbite of the times. 
•• Your .firft qi|eflion's this, — ^Whence my know-' 

" ledg? arofe ? 
*« I reply, — ^From a thoufand gay belles and fine 

" beaux ; 
<* And* experience to boot — that^s enough, I fup- 

" pofe. c 

*^ But what mighty cures ?— -is your fecond demand.— 
*\ To thai I've. an anfwer quite pat, and offhand : 
". For my faith on that fcorc I have very juft reafoQ, ; 
<* Since we've vvonders on wonders wrought every 

** feafon ; 
«*'Theftone and the gravel, the gout and the p — x, ' 
<*"Ahd ^the long train of evils h Pandora's box, 
"The hyp and the vapours,, nay, the giant defpair, 
I* By the Spa's magic waters vanilh all into air," 
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The phyfician iogenunufly GonfdTedv that the little 
imioceiit piece of poiky above mentioned was part- 
ly fadl, and in fome noeafure pra£tifed at the Spa ; fox 
fucb» whofe private intereft indiice& th^oi ta gain the 
gox)d opinion and good will of the invaJids who re- 
fide in and about the Spa».very feldom fail of giving 
them all the flattering hopes imaginalale. However^, 
he endeavoured ta deasoniliate, tlkuity in a variety of 
cafes, there wera very juft grounda for giving their 
patients fuc&.C9aa£oit and coafoladan. The emoition 
which the waters imprii^t on the acciiEu^nious hu- 
mours before they cbrreft them, faid he, may aug- 
ment or increafe thofe diforders at firft, which have 
their dependance upon them ; and the cafe would be 
imucb' tsc lame ti^; tttcb niaiaciies its* are acriiiiomotta^ 
till thofe humours (liould be evacuated or corrected. 
Thfr Tiolence which the a£lion of the waters- occafi- 
ons, in order to conquer or fubdue the rfeiiftance of 
ibrtie cafiial obftruftibns,* or of the gravel, frequently 
occafions a renewal of the fymptoms which proceed 
ffoflftihencieraad tha^ift the reivfofi-v^hy w>e meet with* 
no good effe&s from tho waters tiU after ^e refok- 
ti^n orentli^ cvaeuatitm« of' thole humo|irs which 
ft^P up the urinaiy pafljiges. In cafes of exaiperat^ 
oi^s of the nervous kind, proceeding from the v^-eafc- 
nofs aadtfenfibiUty of the fibrefSy^the- acceleration x>£ 
thofe emotions of the humours, which is infeparable 
fcom the a&ion of the waters, nsufk of necefltty oicca- 
fion a greater number of vibrations on the feniible fi- 
bres, and fttkm thence, there ihttft refill t fome cxafpe- 
ratlon^ of the nervous iind' during the drinkipg of 
the. waters. J. after wbipb,- th«5. fitttifiedj fibres. wiU prove . 
afterwa^rds l^fs fubjp^t; to fhakjO^ thai) tbfj wtre. be-n 

fore^ 
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fere. The waters, for the generality, do not difco- 
▼<r their virtues, or effefils, any otherwife than by im- 
prefliog a certain emotk)n, which may prove trouble- 
fome : that emotion, therefore, is fometimes the cf- 
(c€t of the waters themfelves : when that emotion 
fliall ceafe with their ufe, then the fortified fibres will 
be more able- to withftand thofe exafperations which 
may poffibly occur : this, therefore, will not be per- 
ceived till the patient has done drinking the waters ^ 
then he will find them fortified,, and lefs fubje^ to 
fpafmodic exafperations : it k then, in ihoit, and not 
till then,' he will feel the powerful effedts pf the.wa*- 
ters : then thofe falutary effeds will continue^ and 
the invalid, who imag^ined he had received v«ry lit* 
tie benefit or advantage from the ufe of the waters^ 
ii' any at all, willfind an altecation and amendment 
whicHhe never fo*much as thou^ of»«or expededy^ 
when he declined drinking, any more^ as finding ib< 
little hopes of meeting with fuccels. The metallic 
remedies are reraarkal>le in that very particular, name* 
ly, that their eilects continue for a confiderable time 
after the ufe of them : what is known of them in ge- 
neral is. here confirmed in paj^ticular f and we have, 
nothing more to do,., than to aik thofe who have juft. 
grounds to be laviih in their praifes of the miraculous 
effects, of tfiple mjneFal waters, <who, for the moft 
part, will aiTure you, that they principally difcov4;ced> 
the falutary effects of them about fix weeks, or two- 
months, after they had drank them. The company 
recollected, that, in divert. cuies which had been talk-^; 
ed of at the wells, they found therc^ were j nil groundi- 
for the confirmation of thateitabliihed maxim, ]* 
Granting what ygu fay, fir,. to be. fact, faid th?. 

county. 
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count, who was always inclined to keep up' the fpi- 
Ifit of their converfation by his waggifli contradicti- 
ons, there is no room for oor being, in the leaft, fur- 
prifed at the(e mineral waters being peculiarly fer- 
viceable to the ladies who arc married, and whole 
hulbands are in years ; in which refpect I have heard 
feveral very lavifh in their commendations : that, I 
imagine, muft be one of the principal cafes for the en- 
tertainment of fome reafonable hopes of meeting with 
good fuccefs, in procefs of time, from their virtues 
and effects. And I cjoiibt not, fir, faid the count to 
the phyfician, but that you have found in thefe mi- 
neral waters, to the joy and comfort of forae of our 
feeble beaux, a fpecific cure for barrennefs in thole 
buxom wives who would fain complfment their rich 
old hufbands with heirs to their eftates. It is very- 
true, replied the counlellor, that the idea which has 
been entertained, for the generality, of the prolific 
virtues of thefe mineral waters, is fome what foreign 
to the ufe which has been made of them ; but after 
all, 'tis not a mere idle tale, or a fiction, formed for 
nothing but to raife a laugh, when we infift oa their 
aftonifliing and maivellous eflFedls and operations in 
that myfterious cure. It \vpuld be, doubtlefs, an a6l * 
of ill-nature, prejiidice, and 'prepQfieffion,. to afcribe 
that wonderous and lecret effect of our mineral wa- 
ters altogether to the aid and afliftance of a gallant ; 
and It would be an,a£l of the higheft injuftice to call 
in queftion the truth of fome certain remarks that 
have from timfe to time' been made on the important 
topic now in debate. ' ' . 

In a Wofd; added the phyfician, fince there are cer- 

tiiiiicxcdres,'fuchiasTiweikneft, kviraiitof adue ela(!ic 

< '^ power. 
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power, and other cafuai infirmities, which may occa- 
iion impotency in the men $ and fmce, on the other 
hand, there may accidentally occur a certain languor, 
and a fuper-abundant corpulency, and other incidents 
peculiar to the fair fcx, which are the general cau- 
ses of fterility, or barrennefs 5 and fince thofe mineral 
waters will, in a great meafiire, corredb, and give a 
check to, thofe infirmities, there is no queftion to be 
made, but that their tirtues and innate qualities have 
power fufilcient to cure and remove fuch cafuai de- 
iedts on either fide j and whoever has been any time 
a pradtitioner at the Spa muft, uclefs he be difinge*" 
i^uous, confirm thefe marvellous efFe^s. I am per- 
fbnalJy acquainted with divers perfons, of both fexes^. 
who labour under the infirmities lafl mentioned ; and 
though T could j)roduce many inflances, yet, for bre- 
yity's fake, Lwill confine myfelf to on^ only,. which' 
was tranfmitted to us by the famous do&ot Prefieux, 
lately deceaftd, who pxadlifed here at tshe Spa, with 
abundance -of fuccefs, and in his life-time was a gen- 
tleman of unblemilhed honour and reputation. 

A young lady of five and twenty, who had been 
married for fome years, and was very corpulent, per- 
fectly in health, but unfortunately barren, (occafion- 
ed, to all outward appearance, principally by herex- 
ceflive fatnefs) came hither with the pleafmg hopes 
of complimenting her hufband with a fon and heir. 
In order thereto, Ihe drank the waters of Geronllere 
for fix weeks fucceffiveiy; and the very fubfequent 
year fhe was brought to-bed of a fine boy. Not hav- 
ing anyi moje children for three years afterwards, fhe 
had recourfe to the waters a fecond time j and the 
jear afterwards flic bleiTed her hufband with a daugh- 
ter. 
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ter. She conceived no more for four ftAis ftom her 
]b& detiverj. She vi&ed the Spa once niore, and the 
conTeqiieBCe was» an addttioA to faer family. 

That lady, (aid the count, played tlte part of a 
good femak oeeonofnlft, ia not multiplying too oft^ik 
Iker vidits to the S(>a ; and this obferv^ition which you* 
have quoted, doctor, is (ufikieftt eootlghrin conftience 
to juftify thofe contfads*, or covenants, in marriage 
iettiemencs, where the number of children is limited 
and retrained, as monfieur the baron was pleafed to 
iiatimate fame tiaie ago, of hh own knowledge, to be* 
a received cuftom ia the town whkh he particularly 
mentioned. I tluak, iaid one of the kdiesr who' 
knew where with propriety to apply this innocent 
cailkry, that diis topic has been can>^afied as far as it 
will bear. Evtry one allowed, that this laft anec-- 
dote, or little faiftoi^,' clofed the apology for the wa- 
ters extremely well ; and as they all found it higfar 
time, to get diemfelves drel&d againft dinner- time^ 
rfiey parted by confent, and withdrew to their ttG^ 
pe^live apartmei^t84 
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CHAP. IX. 

Oh ibt Qifcadi at Coo. CiS: tUt Co/lit and Mat^ 
fui/aii of Franchimonf. Oh fh Origin af 
Sf rings* On ti§ f articular Slmlities of thoje 
at tbf Spa. On the Country Chafe. On the 
Plenty or Fertility of the Spa. On the federal 
Springs or Fountains at Tonoeiet, anJ Watroz. 
Oh the principal Employments at the Spa. On 
the Fijits paid at the Departure of the Gentry ; 
and the Expencer tBat attgnd thai agrevaiU 
Place. 

TIM £9 at the Spa, flies away with aa tmaztng 
iwiftnefs : aotwithftaiidmg it nmll be aUowcd^ 
that two pacts of it ia three are fpent in n^tbiiig but 
amufemeiitSy yet the whole body of its vifiters are Itt 
perpetual motion ; all, feemangly at leaA, aa hufy at 
bees i and not> drene to be met with i^ the whole 
hive. The ainuftmeat^ follow Ca cloCi at the heelt 
of each other, in that mo/l agreeahle recefs, that 
there are fooie people, who have beea refident there 
for fix weeks fucceflively , and fomfltimes loagcry who 
have never dreamt of taJb'ng any furvey of the Gonn< 
try, or, in ihort, any of the parts adjacent. The cooi'^ 
paay were juft upon the point of their departure, 
when, at their taking their farewell glafs at the foun* 
tain of Geronftere, their converiation turned upoa 
the nsiture and peculiar beauties of the country. 

Thft 
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The firft articles that they touched upon were the ex- 
traordinar/ and furprifing cafcade at Coo, the caflk 
of Franchimont, and the city ofVervier. They had 
before taken notice of the fountain at Tonnelet, as a 
curiofity well worthy of their attention j though not 
one of them had at that time found out a leifure hour 
to pay it a formal vifit, as is the cuftomary praftice of 
all who rfefide at the Spa. 

The ferenity and chearfulnefs of the weather 
tempted them to take a walk : on this account, and 
the company then at the Geronftere well, it was the 
fitteft opportunity that could be embraced for mak- 
ing up a large party of pleafure for that agreeable 
purpofc. As the above mentioned fountain is (ituate 
on the road to Coo, which is not diftant above two 
leagues from thence, the ladies propofed to pay the 
cafcade there a vifit, as foon as they had done drink- 
ing their waters : the propofal was very readily com- 
plied with, and the party were very numerous. The 
gentlemen Inftantly difpatched a fufficient number of 
valets to the Spa, for proper provifions, (uitable to a 
polite breakfaft at the cafcade. Another meifeuger 
was immediately fent before to Stavelot, where they 
propofed to bait, and have their dinner. Stavelot is 
9l fmall town about three quarters of a league diftant 
from the cafcade, which is, as well as the former, 
about three fmall leagues from the Spa. 

The road-way which runs into the forefts, tho' ve* 
ry wild, offers divers points of view, which are per- 
fedlly agreeable, and in the rural tafle. It is very 
rough and rugged, however, as you travel over 
high hill, that is extremely ftony, and, moreover, (o 
very narrow, in fomc particular parts of it, that there 
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IS fcarce a foot of ground beyond the track of a 
wheel, from whence a machine might be overfet, and 
fall into a deep valley, if there were not ftrong and 
fubftantial hedges on each fide, almoft all the way, 
which fecure pdTengers, indeed, froni the danger 
of the precipice, but rob them at the fame time, in 
a great meafure, of all diftant profpedls. There are 
finaii chafms, or gaps, however, here arid there, in 
thofe hedges, where you may caft your eyes down 
to the bottom of the valley ; a fight fufficient to make 
any one giddy, and ftrike him with horror and amaze- 
ment, if he was noc» in fome meafure, emboldened by 
' a multitude of company. Befides, the attention to 
fuch a /hocking profpe^ is confiderably taken off hy 
an impatient eag«rnefs to fee the cafcade, the fall of 
whofe waters are heard at a grejit diftance. The gen- 
tlemen, however, had the care and precaution to 
make the ladies alight from their machines, and with 
all the complaifance imaginable to hand them along in 
filch places as were moft dangerous, as well as rug- 
ged, in their defcent from a hill, which is fituate a- 
bout a quarter of a league from the cafcade ; and af- 
terwards handed them into their vehicles again, in 
order to afcend another petty mountain^ which couy- 
mences at the foot of that from which they had de- 
fcended. At laft they all Mcly arrived at the crofs, 
which is eredled at the head of the cafcade. From 
thence they went down to the foot of it, which is di- 
redlly oppofite to the very fpot where the water fall*. 
The company in general were highly delighted with 
the fight, and ingenuoufly acknowledged, that they 
did not grudge the fatigue they had been at in this 
therr ramble. The cafcade^ which 'uflly demands 

the 
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tbe flUentkm of tfae moft curious, forms a mafs of 
waters, which defcend from all the more lofty hiUs 
that furround it, and being here united, coni^itute an 
amazing torrent. It divides it&lf into two branches 
againft the point of a rock, which caufes that fepara- 
tion ; and fbrnis two beds all round about it : over 
each of which beds is ere^^ a wooden bri^ige, part- 
ly covered with krge boughs ^ trees, pieces of ftone, 
and a large quantity of gravel. Thcfe bridges «fc 
very inelegantly conftruSed, and, to outward appear- 
ance at leaft, feem fomewhat (hocking, and not alto- 
gether fecure : the roar of the water that flows with 
fuch rapidity underneath them, but more efpecklly 
the cafcade itfelf, imprints fuch a horror on the mind* 
as contrfbufes greatly towards the idea of their being 
dangerous and unfafe> The noife of thi* cafcade a' 
redoubled, or as loud again, after an impetuous rain, 
which fweHs the torrent, and renders the beauty of 
its gill ftill the greater objed of adioiiratioft^' it ii^ 
fiowever, more frightful and (urprtfing than oidilary 
when the wind is very high, which raifts the loam of 
the waters up into the air, from whence they defeend, 
in a kind of gentle (kower, on all the parts accent. 
One of thefe two torrents is much louder, and more 
rapid, than the other : each of them feems^ form t 
great variety of fails, which are occafioned by the 
a&evennefs of the rock along the dde of which thefe 
rapid waters flow. This irregulattty, or unevennefs of 
the rock,, howefcr, renders the fight of it (til! more 
agreeable and delightful to the eye, aB it offers to 
view a great variety of particular and diftind 
ea&ades, or little fheets of water, infinitely more 
beautiful than thofe which are made by art. This 
torrent of water falls from a great height, and con- 

ftitutes 
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j^tvttes one of the fined cafcadcB in ail Europe. It 
forma> at the foot of the rock, a kind of lake, which 
difembogueS) or difcharges its waters into a rtvulet, 
kaovrn by the name of the Ambleve, where the foam 
. created by the fall, is confpicuous at a quarter of a 
league's diftance. The water of this river is made 
xife of for the turning the wheels of a mill, which is 
eredted at the foot o-f the rock; and themiller*s houfe 
is the only edifice ihat is eredted on this wild and an* 
x:ultivated place. 

There the company went in to partake of the 
breakfaft that was provided before-hand for them. 
Their morning exercife, together with the /harp air of 
the. place, had whetted Jheir appetites; and none of 
them were ovcr-fparing, as there was plenty before 
them.-— The miller, when their re^ aft was over, of* 
fered to fhew them the raging manner in which the 
torrent fell, at fiich time when they had been vifited 
with heavy and impetuous rains for (everal days fuc- 
ceflively. They accepted of the favour ; and he and 
his fervants, accordingly, went up a confiderable way 
above the bridges, and opened, with their pitch- forks, 
a kind of dyke, which he had made there with divers 
plariks, faggot?, and large boughs of trees, in order to 
retain fuch part of the water as he faw convenient, 
in an upper bafon, or refcrvoir. In an inftant the 
cafcade fwelled with fuch a furpriTing rage, and rolled 
along its waters with fuch a fury and foam, as gave 
them an adequate idea of the wide ocean when ruf- 
fled into a ftotra. After this, the miller threw a fa- 
vourite dog of his, that was ufed to the fport, head- 
long from the bridge.: ' the company loft fight of him 
for a few moments ; but he foon fwam out of the 
water, and, after a fljakc or two, paid his refpc^s to 

the 
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the fpedators, and by the wagging of his tail feemed 
to intimate that be eicpe€ted fome fmall gratuity for 
his dexterity and adclrefs. They alked the miller, if 
h^ was not afraid of Hilling his dog, by expoiing him, 
in the fall, to the (harp points of the rock. I'o this 
natural query he replied. No, not in the lead ; for he 
had trained him up to the practice of it ; and the 
ftrength of the water fecured him from all danger of 
being hurt by the rock. He told them, moreover, 
that fome years ago, he had a young briik fervant, 
who would frequently, to oblige ftrangers who came 
to vifit the cafcade, junjp in of his own accord. The 
bare idea of fuch a frightful fight made the tender- 
hearted ladies fhudder ; and they told him, that it 
wa.s an unpardonable prefumption, in their opinion, 
for the boldell man living to make fo rafh an attempt^ 
eyen to oblige a prince, much lefs any common ftran- 
gpr ; and fuch a fight muft of necelfity, give a perfon 
endowed with the lead degree of humanity, inexpref^ 
fible pain inftead of pleafure. The miller, however, 
told them, that the lad had made a practice of it in ^ 
manner from his infancy, that is to fay, before he was 
feven years of age, and that he never met with the 
leaft hurt or inconvenience j for the ftrength of the 
water bore him up fo far ^s to be under no fear, or 
apprehenfion of his ever ftriking againft the rock. 
After this tianfient difcourfe with the ipiller, they 
feemed fond of amuling themfelves with a review of 
the impetuous torrent : but before they went away, 
the miller informed them, that what they had hither- 
to feen would bear no comparifon with the rage of 
thefe waters in a winter-feafon, efpecially after any 
impetuous rains, or when tbe fnpws, which were fre- 
quently 
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quently very heavy and deep in that country, began 
to mplt. At thofe intervals, added he, the noife of 
the torrent is fo lowd and awful, that its fall is 
heard didtindly at a league's diftance. It' is ealy, 
therefore, ladies, for you to conceive how the waters 
roar at fuch times, by what you have been made fen- 
fibJe of through this our artificial contrivance, and 
which obliged you to talk loiider than ufual in order 
to be underftopd. Some of the company, who ha4 
never feen a cafcade before, allowed it to be one of 
the greateft ^urlofities they had ever obferved, an4 
were wrapped up, as it were, in wonder and amaze- 
ment. An Engliih lady, who b^d feen that at St. 
Cloud, peremptorily infitled, that the artificial cafcadq 
there was a iefs Quriofity, by far, than that at Coo, 
wild and irregular as it is ; and that for this reafon, 
bepaufe the letter is the refult of nature, unaffifted 
by art. The count, however, was not fo complai-* 
fant as to give diredily into her fentiment, notwith- 
ftanding the beauties of nature, and rural profpe6ls, 
were his favourite amufements. Now, gentlemen 
and ladies, I will be bold to affert, faid the baron, 
that what w:e have feen to day, and that other curi- 
ofity of art at St. Cloud laft mentioned, will bear 
no manner of comparifon with that cafcade which is 
formed by the river Rhine, at SchafFhoufe, in Swit- 
zerland. The waters of that river fall from divers 
high rocks into a fecond bed, which lies ten fathom 
lower than the firft ; and this fall of fo immenfe a 
body of water forms five feveral cafcades at the foot, 
or bottom, of a fmall town, commonly called Lauf- 
fen. There is fomev/hat in that fall of waters fo 
grand and majeftic, that I could never pafs by it with- 
^ out 



^ NEW AMUSEMENTS 

out being highly delighted, notwithl^nding I have 
feen feverai times thofe magnificent cafcades of Fraf- 
cati, and Tivoli in Italy, which are the moft delight- 
ful, and -ftttking to the eye, of any thing of the like 
kind that Europe can boall of. 

Whilft they were talking of thefe fine table-cloths 
of water, the meffenger whofti they had fent to Sta- 
velot came back, and informed them that dinner 
would be ready about two o'clock ; but that the peo- 
ple of the inn were perfedly unprovided for the re- 
ception of any large company, infomuch that he 
feared they would, in fbme meafure, meet with a dif- 
appointment, uniefs they ihould happen, by good for- 
tune, to catch a plenty of fiih to make out their en- 
tertainment. However, they fent their (ervants di- 
reftly out for that purpofe to an adjacent river, whick 
they aflured him was very plentifully (locked. As 
the whole company had made an ample breakfaft, 
and as it was then eleven o*clock, there was nobody 
over-folicitous of a plentiful dinner. They agreed, 
however, unanimoully to fet out dire£tly for Stavelot, 
in order to have time fijfficient for traverfmg the 
town, and feeing all the curiofitics it could boaft of; 
and that inclination was foon gratified, fince the place 
is but very fmall^ very plain, and makes but a pite- 
ous figure ; and was its iituation any where elfe, it 
would pafs for a town of no note at all. It is fituate 
at the foot of a mountab, on a little river, known 
by the name of Ambleve fpring; tho' its fountain- 
head lies at fbme leagues diftance from the town. 
The company aJighteS at the inn that their meiTen- 
ger had been at before, and immediate took a tran- 
C^nt view of the place, whilft their dbiner was getting 

ready. 
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read/. The whole town is noihuig more thaa a fpa- 
cious fquare, which is commodious enough, indeed, 
for the holding a market, but has little or nothing in 
k to ftrike the eye, or woirthj^of anf tttentioQ. 
From thence they raniiUed diredly to the abbey, 
which has (bmewhat venerable in it ; and the abbot 
thereof, tho' a monk^ bears the diftinguiihing title of 
Prince of the Empire ; for which reafi>n he is gene- 
rally called his Mo^ Serene Highnefs. Tbcfe monk^ 
whoare^^ll of the order of St. Benedi^ teftify no 
marks, or iigpsji of that high title they affume. They 
are all of mean extraction land downright plebeians. 
This abbey, however, is extremely well built, and 
very rich, as is 9ify chat other at Maknedi, at about 
a. league's diftance from this. Tjiefe two monafle- 
nes, or convents, are rei^nited tsDder on^and the fame 
jiead, .or ^bot?; ^d. that- yecy; reunion only creates 
imipaoiities and diviioa^ betM^eii them; for the elec- 
,4109 of ^ abbot prince, whete then is a vacancy^ 
depends on the votes of tbofe monks who arebre- 
thren) or members, of thofe two particular convents, 
C!^ of -them bejbg, leery ambitious of hawing one of 
ihelp -own .hioi»le.; a.nd the mlmiyer of voters being 
for. the gcneiaKty lipon a par, -05 Very near it, they 
fuse -dii^ided iot^ two warm parties; tioie whereof muft 
acquiefce Where the other has the ^grieater number 
of voters. It was cuftomary, many years agq, to 
snake ohoice of a fecukr abbo£< . in which cafe, he 
yrtio could /procure two thirds of the voters to ef- 
poitfe jiisiajtereft, wa^ideciaredrfhiiy dedted ; but up^ 
on the election of a monkiih abbot, one vote beyond 
the moiety is f^fiicient to carry the important point. 

The palace of this abbot prince is very fpacious. 

Vol. II. F ^^ 
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He ha< a revenue of his own, keeps a feparate table, 
and has his peculiar officers to attend hioi, whofe ti- 
tle is, Counfeilors to the Prince. The company 
could not haVean opportunity of feting it, 4>ecaul^ his 
highnefs was out of town, and gone to a rural pro- 
vince, dependent on his jurifdidtion, at fome leagues 
diftant from his uiual refidence. One of the frater* 
nity, however, received the company wfth great 
courtefy and compiaifance ; ihewed them the churdi, 
ivhich is veiy fpacious, and not badly built; and the 
* altar^ in particular, is immenfely rich, and embeliiihed 
with a great variety of Gothic decorations, all of ill' 
ver, gilt and enamelled. 

. He ihewed them k'lcewiie the abbot's apartments, 
smd every thing that he iniA^ned moft worthy of 
their notice in the abbey. He did not, indeed. In- 
vite his yifiters'to dinner,- that repaft having been o- 
ver fome coniiderkble time; for it is a conftant max- 
im, or general nile, obferved in moft convents^ to go 
to dinner at eleven o'dodc, in cafe there be no ftran- 
gers prefent cafually to poftpone it. He offered the 
gentlemen and Jadies, however, the cuftomary refi'eih- 
xnents after dinner; but in that particular they defi- 
red to be ezcufed^ as it principally coniifted in fome 
of their fmaH win^ of a' grcenifli colour ; but then 
there was plenty of at : and as a monachal converfa*^ 
tion, they were feniible, could be no great amufe- 
iiient to the ladies, they returned him thanks for his 
favours, and returned to thetr inn, where t^y uiet 
with but a pobr ^tectaiainent, and as poorly iidref^ ' 
fed. ' . . • • .J 

Their firft courfe was a difli of foup made of fwcct 
herbs, a hind-quarter of mutton }uft kiliedj and tough 

enough 
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enough in confcience ; two barn-door fowU, with 
no fleih on their backs; and a bit of fait beef: and 
this had been their whole bill of fare, had it not been 
for their meffenger** prudent precaution of taking care 
to fecure a difh of fifli, which was their fecondcourfe, 
and confided of feveral fine trouts, *nd fome excel- 
lent lobftcrs, which, conftdcriqg how badly the houfe 
was provided, was no inconfiderable addition. 

The ladies embraced this opportunity for r aiUying 
the gentlemen, their aiTociates, for reducing them t* 
^e neceility of fuch fliort commons, when there 
was plenty enough of every thing at the Spa. How- 
ever, they did not fail of diverting themfelves con- 
cerning this negledt in their proveditors. Such par- 
ties of pleafure as thefe, concluded and agreed on at 
once, and in a hurry, are frequently animated by 
themfelves^ and accompanied with little trivial incon- 
veniencies^ which add iife and Spirit to their rough 
entertainment, and contribute greatly towards, their 
innocent amufements. They now began to refledt 
on the badnefs of the road, and the many violent jolts 
they had felt in their paflage tUther, and the repeti- 
tions of then) that they were to expedt, and the ma- ' 
uy wild and frightful profpe^ts they were cafuaily 
fo meet with in their return home, through this part 
of the country, which conftitutes a part of the Ar- 
denna. It is pofEble, the fharp air of this cllmare 
contributed in a great meafure to their good-humour 
and cheaffulaefa, which was kept up amongfl: the 
whole company till they got' to the Spa ag;iin, and 
made them iook upon this frolic as one of the moil 
agreeable amufements they had met with during the 
&afon. In fliort, they were fo highly pleafed with 
. F 2 thu 
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this journey, that they dcteriraacd to make a freft 
party for fpcnding the very next day in another ramble 
of the faixie nature, but had not fa«i on any particu- 
lar fpet for the>r intended vifit . Some propofed go- 
ing to take a furTey of Ae city of Vervier, whiift o- 
thers feemed more mdined for a vifit to Franchi- 
xnont. .Others, again, propoied to meet in the morn- 
ing early at the Fouhon weU, ami from thence to fet 
put fo^ Vecvier, and then to return through Frsuichi- 
mont to the Spa the fame evening. Thofe, hower 
ver« who wereweii acquamted with that part of die 
country, i^dded^ that proper mofSeigCirs ihould be dif- 
patched b^ore-hand either to one or both of thofe 
places, with tuitabte provifiont for their entertaia- 
ment on the road; fince there was not an inn in Fran- 
chimont, and much iefs at Vervier, that coiild provide 
a proper dinner for aiiy number of people: for with- 
out foch a precaution, or unlefs the people fliduJd 
have timely notice of their intention, they would run 
a manifeft rifque of Q[ieeting with a much worfe dia- 
nenthan that at Stavelot. 

The count being fearful of fatiguing'the ladies too 
much^.by taking fo large a tour, which was no Iefs 
than fix leagues, begged them to weigh well ihe ploa 
propoied, knd only to make choice of either one or 
the other i but not one of them would flinch from 
the tour firfl propofed, adding, moreoyer, that they 
could fit their horfes with as little fatigue as the gen- 
tlemeiv As this refolution carried along with it the 
air of a challenge, the gentlemen unanimoudy ac« 
.cepted it, with all the pleafute imaginable, hilt pro- 
pofe^ to regale themfeives in a more elegant manner 

tbsw 
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than they did, the day before. It was pad five 
o'clock before they thought of their return home*. 

Their drivers, whom they had hired, began to be 
impatient, and gave them notice accordmgly^ that it 
was high time to prepare for their departure. Upon 
this notice the ladies were foon ready. They did 
not, however, take the road by the xafcade, becaufe 
it was not only the fartheft way about, but the wotft, 
and the moft unpfcafant. 

No fooner had they reached half way home, but 
the heavens began to lower, and cpv«r them with a 
dark and ^omy cloud; and what was ftill: moie diC- 
trefsful, a dreaxtful ftormarofe, as<Jompanied with 
moft awfuJ thunderrclap*, and fevfre fla&es of light- 
ening. The air, in fiwit, feemcd, to be in a perfed 
flame, as thfey rolled alting without intermiffion j and 
the thunder being multiplied by the echoes from the ad- 
jacent mountains rendered the awful founds ftiJl more 
tremendous. The impetuous rain, that intermingled 
with the tiempeft, half dnowned Ae gentlemen, whilft 
the ladies were almqfk frightened to death, in their 
refpeflive machines. Their coachmen made all the 
haftc they poiEbly couW, and reached the ^pa, be- 
t\veen feven and eight o'clock. Upooi their arri- 
val, there was no room for compliments or con- 
gratulations fer their happy efcape: each of 
them had his thoughts wholly empioyed on getting 
himfelf undrefled, and eBJoyieg himftlf . before a 
comfortable fire. In ihort, the whole party iflftantly 
broke up, and without the leaft formality haftened, as 
faft as poffiblc, to their refpeiEUve apartments. 

In the evening, the ladies took care to give the gen- 
tlemen notice, that the inclemency of the weather 
had rendered their intended tour the next day, im- 
F 3 prafticabie. 
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pradlicable. It was totally given over by the count, 
tht chevalier, and the counfellor, who propofed to 
quit the Spa in a day or two's time at fartheft. How- 
ever, 36 the ilorm was foon blown off, and the wea- 
ther the ne^t morning very fine and ferene, all the 
company who had been at the cafcade met again at 
the Gcronftere wells. , The count was for making 
the tonr propofed; but fome of the company found 
themfelves ftill fatigued and difcouraged by their laft 
night's adventure ; and others obje6ted, that the roads 
mull be bad and very flippery, by reaibn of the hea- 
vy rains that feH the evening before,, and were fcarcc- 
J7 over. To thele objections the baron of * ♦ ♦ ad^ 
tied, that the places they intended to vi&t had nothing 
curious in them, at ieaft, nothing fuiHcient to tempt 
them to a profecution of their fcheme. To this the 
-chevalier replied, that Vervier was a* very fine places 
where there was eftabliihed a veiy remarkable wooL- 
.len manufactory, and where a great number of fubftan- 
tial merchants were always to be met with. The 
counfellor backed that affertion, and moreover infid- 
ed, that the city had a great number of curiofities to 
boaft of, and that it was worthy the attention of the 
moft curious ftranger ; in fliort, that it was a very fpa- 
cious place; that there were divers edifices there, 
that made a grand figure ; and, in a word, that the 
fquares there, and fome of their ftreets, were not on- 
ly fine, but uniform and regular; and moreover, that 
it was one of the moft confiderable cities in the whole 
country, that of Liege only excepted. As to its fitu- 
ation, it lies about two leagues and a half diftant from 
the Spa, on the northern fide. 

As to Franchimont, it is an old fort^ or cafile, 

ere6ta<i 
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ereded on an eminence, and fortified after the man^ 
ner of the antients ) the Walls whereof, which are 
indented in the mode of battlement*, are of an extra* 
ordinary thicknefs. This caftle, however, i«, as it 
were, abandoned and difregarded : it is, in fhort^ re^ 
markabic for nothing but its antiquity, and is made 
of no other fervice than as a ftrong prifon for fuch 
as are criminals within, the marquifate, or any of its 
ippenda^es, whereof the Spa is one. 

I always imagined, faid the count, that the Spa 
was iituate in the country of Liege : and your notion 
in that refpedt is, in fome fenfe, juft and right, repli- 
ed the counfellor. The marquifate, indeed, was a 
country pecuJiar to itfeff j but it has been long re- 
united with that of Liege, by the donation of one 
i^enald, formerly a marquis of Franchimont, to the 
biihopric of Liege, when he determined to leave his 
own country, in order to be engaged in the croifedes, 
or holy war, in the year of our Lord 1007, as fome 
authors peremptorily aflert; but the moft prevailing 
opinion i^, that it was given to the church of Liege 
by one Quintus Boldus, king of Auftrafia, in the year . 
69B } which faid donation ought to have been con-* 
iirmed and augmented by Charles the Third, king of 
France,, his fucce^r, and uncle by the mother's fide. 
I juft mention thefe anecdotes, fkid the counfellor, 
becaufe they have fome reference to a people who 
have been celebrated in the annals of Liege, as well 
for their manifold misfortunes, as for their heroic ar- 
chie vements. You may remember, it is very pro- 
bable, faid the counfellor to the count, part of the 
converfation that paiTed between us and one of the 
canons of Liege, when we were laft at Chaufontaine, 
F 4 *°^ 
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and the remarkable Tally of fix hundred mcn^ then 
taken notice of, who, with the utmbfl intrepidity, 
penetrated into the camp of Charles the bold and 
Lewis the Eleventh, when thofe two princes laid 
fiege to the city of Liege, in the year 146&. Now 
thofe fix hundred men were &11 natives of Franchi- 
mont, who were looked upon in that age^ if we may 
credit fo celebrated an lijftonan as Philipi de Com* 
mines, as a brave people, intrepid, and capable of 
undertaking the moft heroic and 'dangerous enterpri- 
fcs. Thefe men were pitched upon for the above- 
mentioned bold expedition, in ofder to preferve, if 
poffible, their metropolitan city. Accordingly, they 
iharcbed all night, made their vnly into the camp, 
and having cut off the advanced guards, they pene- 
trated even fo far as the dttke's quarters, who Very 
narrowly elcaped them ; and not only he hftnfelf bbt 
the king Kkewife, had been mevitably made thdr pri- 
foners, had not three hundred gentlemen arifen imme- 
drately in their defence, who almoft all of them pe- 
riflred in that remarkable rencounter. The ahriri 
•was inftantly given; and the brave natives of Fran- 
chrmont were unfortunately hemifted in and cut to 
pieces. The duke, thus exafperated againft them, 
fuffered his foldiers to plunder the whole country ef 
Franchimont, in which we are now refident. 

Such an aftion^ fatd the baron, is, in my humble 
opinion, fo far from b^ing praife-worthy, and deem- 
ed an adk of courage and intrepidity, that it ought 
rather to be cenfnred as prefumptuous and fool-har- 
dy ; and the puniihment which they met with was 
juftly due to their demerits ; and fo much the rather, 
becaufe the duke had very good grounds for his be- 
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ing di/gufted at the conduct of the Liegefe; and 
thofe heroes of Franchimont, as you call them, had 
adled with more prudence and'difcretion, if, inftead 
of Tefifting. his highnefs, they had laid down their 
armsy and implored his mercy. I have read, fir, 
the hiftory of the Liegefe with fome degree of at- 
tention, and I find fafts therein frequently interfperf- 
ed which charadterife thofe Jiatives as a turbulent and 
rebellious people j and. that infoJence and prefumpti- 
On are not the only miCiemeanors which the Franchi- 
montefe are charged with : their hiftory contains in it 
Another biemiih upon them never to be wiped ofFj 
for they were the very perfons, who in the thirteenth 
century aflaillnated Henry of Gueldres, their biihop, 
in a Utdc village fituate at the foot of the caflle : now 
fuch a^s of violence as thefe demondrate thoie peo- 
ple to be of a very audacious and turbulent Jpirit^ 
capable of entering into any unjuftifi^ble meafures that 
their hot-brained refentments prompted them to ; 
and it is no matter of furprife in the leaft that their 
country has been plundered, and totally ruined, more 
than once. Monfieur the baron, repjyed the coun- 
fellor, feems greatly prejudiced and prepoflefTed a- 
gainft thefe patriots, ot defenders pf their country ; 
and it muft be acknowledged? that he talks in the 
ftyle of Tome of thofe authors Whofe annals he has 
happened to perufe 5 but let us examine dofely, and 
with an impartial eye, into thofe heavy grievances, 
or adts of mifcondu^, above laid to their charge, and 
we fliall find fomewhat in their proceedings, fo jufti- 
fiable, and fo truly heroic, that inftead of cenfuring 
their adlions, as rafli and difloyal, we ought, in rea- 
fon, to crown them with'applaufe; for, in the firft 
F 5 . place. 
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place, as to their afTafllnatioa of that biihop the ba* 
ron fpeaks of, he was at that time actually depofed, 
^0 that he was no iongier any biihop of their's, and, 
confcquently, hadno right or title to rule over them; 
and fuppolmg the fa£l to be true, that they murdered 
him, they had not only a very fubftantial reafon, and 
perhaps an excufable one likewife, for carrying that 
bold attempt into execution, as he was a kind of an 
incendiary, and committed divers ads of violence, 
even after his depofition, Now, as to the falfy ' 
which they made, as has been above taken notice of, 
at the fiege of Liege, that was an adion highly juftt- 
fiable, beyond all difpute, and an inconteflable mark 
of their invincible courage and intrepidity. As their 
country was then involved in a war, fuch a bold adli- 
on was, doubtlefs, glorious and truly heroic; for it 
was their indifpeniiblc duty, as well as their greateft 
glory, to hazard their lives in the defence of theiij 
country. Their glorious enterprize, it is true, did 
not meet with the wi(hed-for fuccefs ; yet their in- 
trepidity and refolution were the juft objeds of ap- 
plaufe ; and tho' fo grand an attempt, like a great 
many other glorious adions, tnet with a difappolnt- 
xnent,: yet we find that they are often ptodudive of 
fomc happy efFeds, Thus the courage and intrepi- 
dity only of two or three refolute Romans ftruck, as 
we are very credibly informed, the great Porfenna, 
king of Hetruria, with fuch wonder and admiration, 
that he not only ceafed from opprefling the Roman 
legions, but was ambitious at the fame time of be- 
coming their ally. That powerful prince had laid 
fiege to Rome itfelf, in hopes of re-eftabli(hing Tar- 
quift the Fioud. This fiege, however, having redir- 
• ccd 
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j6d the Roman ftate to the laft extremity, a young 
native of that cUy> by name Mutius Scaevola, entred 
into the enemy's camp, and flew Porfenna's principal 
fecretary, through a midake, thinking, and taking 
for granted he had done the good office to Porfenna 
himfelf : his refolution was, to murder, if poflible, that { 
prince, his country's enemy j as the natives of Fran- 
chimont were determined, by all means, to deflroy 
their coiintry'9 oppreifor, the duke of Bourgogne, 
and with the fame honourable and heroic view; 
namely, the deliverance of their capital from falling in- 
to the hands of their detefted oppreifor. Mutius, 
it is evident, failed in his principal aim, as well as they. 
The intrepid young Roman was fccured, we are told, 
and actually brought into the prefence of Porfenna, 
who could, doubtleft, if he had thought conVenienr, 
have taken away his life ks a juft refentment of the 
crime he had committed ; bur, in/lead thereof, he 
chofe rather to expoftulate with the young foldier, 
and enquire into the motive that induced him to en- 
gage in fo rafh an attempt. Know then, Porfenna, 
replied Mutius, with the utmoft intrepidity, that 
there are three hundred of us young Romans, who 
have tak'en a folemn oath before the gods, that we 
will all be cut off to a man, unlefs we can firft afJaf- 
finate your majedy even in the midft of your guards. 
The undaunted courage of Mutius, even after he had 
thruft his hand into a quick flame of fire by order <if 
Porfenna, as part of his punifliment, ftruck hss majef- 
ty with fucli a degree of aftoni/hment, as induced 
him to enter into a truce v/ith the Romans, in the firil. 
place, and afterwards into terras of peace, which was 

principally 
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principally concluded on, and agreed to, tliroiigh tlie 
influence and effedk of that young Roman's undaunted 
deportment. There were oi her motives ho wever,- 
that cbnttibutedy in a great meafure^ towards the ac- 
compliihment of that unexpefte'd peace ; na'mely,-the 
courage add conftancy of a Roman lady, Qclra by^ 
name, who had been delivered up to Porfenna, by^ 
way of hofbge ; and who made her efcape by night, 
and with undaunted reioltition fwam over the river 
Tiber J as alfo. Hojatius Codes, who fingly; without 
any afliftance made his way through the enemy^alid, 
armed as he was, jumped into the feme river as. Cleha 
had done before him, fwam fafe acrofs it, and re-- 
entered Rome In triumph. Porfenna, (landing 
perfectly aftoniflied at the undaunted refbluti- 
on and intrepidity of the three Romans, laft a- 
bove mentioned, and admiring their unlhaken zeal for 
the good of their country, changed that deteflation and 
hatred which he had before conceived againft the Ro- 
mans, into a fmcere love and ardent afFedtioh for them ; 
and tho' it was in his power to opprefs them, never 
once attempted afterwards to enfringc their liberties. 
The influence and effect of all their courage had an- 
fwercd no valuable end, aJid their liberties and pro- 
perties had been no ways fecured, had not Porfenna 
viewed them with fuch art eye of admiration. That 
prince, however, we find, looked on thofe bold enter- 
pHzes as adis of heroifm, and worthy of the higheft 
applaufe 5 and had Charles the Bold but viewed the 
intrepidity and zeal of the natives of Franchi- 
mont in the fame happy light, that would have 
reftored, in like manner, liberty, peace, and tran- 
quillity, to that unfortunate nation; but, on the 

contrary. 
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contrary, that country, the courage and intrepkiity 
of whofe inhabitants were extremely boafled of by 
their enemies thenafelves/and by their juftly -celebrat- 
ed hiftoriographer^ Philip de Commints, became the 
vidlim of the Liegefe nation^ for having prefumed 
to defend themfelves with (6 much refoiution and ^ 
valour. 

To run back to almoft three and twenty centuries, 
laid the baron, in order to find out Co remarkable a 
comparilbn, and inftance it in a people fo renowned 
among the ancients, in vindication of the prowcfs of 
a poor pitiful province, is, in my opinion, fomewhac 
unnatural, and ftraining tlie point abundantly too far ;. 
it ia at lead producing as fingular an inftance as the 
counfeJIor imagines my prejudices and prepofTeffions 
againft them are (ingular and two much forced. Let 
us drop, laid the chevalier, ail thefe warlike debates, 
and let us beg our great advocate for the Spa and 
its environs, to give us a fair, fuU^ and impartial de- 
icriptioD of that diftridt, in order, if our time prove 
too fliort for our rambling over it, that we may not 
at leaft be left wholly in the dark as to the particu- 
lar beauties, or curiofities, that are to be found with- 
in that comp&fs. 

This country then, faid the counfellor, which 
bears' the title of a marquifate, derives its name from 
the caftle of FranchimOnt, and ought to comprize, 
6r take in, four or five leagues of circumference at 
leaft all ways ; this marquifate is divided into five dif- 
tin^ cantons, or bans, as the native^ call them, that 
h to fay, Vervier, Thfeux, the Spa, Sart, and Jal- 
kay. 

The ban, or cantoii, of Theux, is an appendage of 
~ ^ a 
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ft town that bears that name, \vhich is fituate but. 
abotu a fmall league and a half from the Spa, on the 
weftern fide. There is nothing to be met with there 
worthy of a ftranget's attention but its feveralforgeSf 
with a large fouhdeiy, or furnace^ for cafting their 
iron ; as alfo, . the mines of that metal, of which 
they have a great number: to thofe we muft add a. 
large quarry of fine black marble, though at prefent, 
indeed, it lies too much negle£ted. The iituatioiv 
of the town, which is not badly built, is in a valley,, 
that is open and agreeable enough. The foundery is 
in a famll village, a little below the town, commonly 
called Juflenville. Of all thefe, faid the counfellor,^ 
I took a particular furvey when I paid my firft vifit 
to the Spa. It was fbme gratification of my curiofityr 
I muft own, to fee how they melted their iron into 
large ingots, or wedges, of the weight at leaft of two 
thoufand pounds each ; and this they executed with 
a furprifing expedition, namely, thrice in the compafs 
of two days only. I had been there with Tome com- 
pany, and, as I knew fome of the workmen, they 
took care to wait till we came again> before they 
inelted their ingot. They wrought lifcewife feveral 
fmall pieces of iron, whilft we were . upon the fpot^ 
by pouring them into proper moulds^ for the ftill 
greater gratification of our curioficies in the art of 
founding. 

Though Vervier is much the largeft, as well as 
the richeft town of any within the marquifate, yet 
Theux is looked upon as its capital, and its principal 
canton, either on account of its being the moft anti- 
ent town, as one may be apt to conclude from the 
tredion of thecallle therefor becaufe Vervier was for- 
merly 
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mer]y nothing more than a fmall villj^ge, which their 
great fuccefs in the wooilen manufaftory occafioncd 
firil a very confiderable augmentation, and afterwards 
converted it into a city, which itle i^ firft aflum-* 
ed in the year 1651. It is moreover, Wghly proba- 
ble, that the ban of Vervier is nothing more than a 
detached partof the province of Luxembourg, and re* 
united to the marquifate by a pofterior exchange, after 
the marquifate was made a donation, or free gift, to 
the biihopric. At leaft, however* the confecration of 
this ban has fbme peculiar cuftoms attending it. Tis 
dependent on Durbui ; and the feodal court of this 
confecration follow the ftatutes and cuftoms of Lux- 
embourg, a copy whereof may be fecn in their ar- 
chives. The effefts which are fubjedl to this court, and 
dependent upon it, or more immediately on Durbui, 
are the tythes of the ban of Vervier, and the rents, 
or incomes, the tythes whereof are mortgaged. All 
the effects above mentioned follow the right of the 
fiefs of Luxembourg; whereas, in all the other parts 
of the marquifate, the tythes, and, for the moft»part, 
all tke other effedts, follow the nature and right of 
the country of Liege. Moreover, there are in the 
ban, or canton, of Vervier, divers feodal eiredls, 
which follow, in like manner, the cuftora of the Lie- 
gefe fiefs, and are holden of the feodal court of Liege ; 
and as to all other effedts, they are regulated equal- 
ly, according to the general laws of the countiy. 

The five bans, or cantons, of Franchimont, conti- 
nued the counfellor, have each of them theii^jfubal- 
tern, or inferior court, fubjedt to the tribunal or 
court of judicature, belonging to the iheriffs of the 
city of Liege. And the affairs of the police, or the 
public interefts, are regulated by a;j many magiftra- 



cies 
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cies as there are difierent communities, or bodies cor- 
porate. Spa, Sart, and Jalhaj, have each of them 
one ; Vervier and Thenx have two ; thefe two bans, 
or cantons, however, have their detached parties, or 
branches, which conftitute feparate focieties. In the 
ban of Vevier are included three bodies, namely, thofe 
of Stembert, Andrimont, and Crbifliers. Under the 
canton of Theux are comprifed thoCe of Drolenval 
and ComefTe. That at Eniival is compof«d partly 
out of the ban of Theux, and in part out of that at 
Vervier. 

Here the count intenupted the counfellor, and (aid, 
Let US, good fir, have done with all thefe various 
diviiions, and the laws, and manners of adminiflrati- 

, on obferved ia each of them ; they are all articles 
wherein we have very little, if any concern at all : 
only let us know, if you pleafe, fir, added he, 
whether all the other parts of the country are as 
odd and irregular as thele where we are. I can aiTure 
you, fir, anfwered the counfellor, they are much 
the iame. -^ot only the marquifate, which includes 
in it very little, if any thing more than fifteen leagues 
in circumference, but all the country round a- 
bout It, is as mountainous, and as abundant in fo- 
refts, heaths, and uncultivated lands. It mud be ac- 
knowledged, however, at the fame time, that there 
are fome grounds that are well cultivated, and very 
fertile, but not fuffident to anfwer by far the de- 
mands of their nufnerous inhabitants. Give me leave, 

[ gentlemen, here to add one curfory remark on the fi- 
tuation of this fmall country ; and that is this, name^ 
ly, that it joins' to no one part of the country of 
liege, to which it is at prefent anneisedi for every 

where 
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wliere it is enclofed within the dutchy of Limbourg« 
and the counny of 8t4velot. You will fay, gentle- 
men, continued he, th^t I trefpafs upon your pati* 
ence in pufhing on the cdnverfation too far upon one 
topic, to which we are all ftrangers ; however, I will 
ilill venture to make one obfervation more on a par- 
ticular reJative to th^ country thereunto adjoining ; 
and that 13 this, namely, that beiides the two coun* 
tries, by which it is immediately furrounded, t;here 
^re divers others, which are only feparated, or di- 
vided, by fome fmall flips of land, infomuch that 
within the compafs of a few hours a man might tra* 
vel out of the marqui&te into 6ve or fis different 
countries, each belonging to a different fovereign. 
Such as lie neaneft ai; hand are thofe of limbourg 
and Stavelot ^ after them, thofe of Luxembourg, Ju- 
liers,and Montjoie; befidesa very fliall flip of very 
bad ground, called Orange-Land, without being able 
to give any juft reaibn for that title or diftindion : 
moreover, that pecu)iar fpot is not challenged, nei* 
ther is there the leail right or. tide laid to it by 
any fovereign in any of the adjacent countries. It 
is therefore ioolced upon as a fpot of free-land, Com*> 
men to all without diftin£tion : and the inhabitants 
of Jalhay, one of the bans, or cantons, of the mar-» 
quifate, are in the poffeifion of it, and m%e the 
bed ufe they can of the grafs that grows upon it. 
As I have travelled over beft part of this country, a 
good-natured peafant, from whom I received moft of 
my intelligence relative to the particularities of it, 
offered to fhew me, if I would give myfelfthe trou- 
ble to go with him, one little fpot of ground, which 
was the boundary, or limits, of four different coun- 
^ tries. 
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tries, and touched each point, where, in days of yore, 
was ere^ed a four-fquate table, each fide whereof 
faced a different country, viz. Limbourg, Orange,« 
Franchhnont and Stavelot, infomuch that four per- 
fons might fit at that table, ^nd each in a differenC 
cotrntty. He further afiured rfie, that di\rers perfons 
had depofed, or madeaffidavif, gt rhffrequeft of the ma- 
gi<V'ateof Jalhay, that about forty year« from the day 
of the date thereof, they, the faid deponents, had actu- 
ally feen a table in the place, or fpot of ground, now 
called the Four-{quare table j and that fuch depofiti- 
ons asaforefaid are there regiftered, and to be feen in 
their roll«books. In procefs of time, however, the 
country of Limbourg^ infringed on her neighbours, 
and cut off the jundion of that piece of conmion, 
called Orange-Land, from the countries of Stavelot 
and Franchimont. 

After all that has been faid, I am apt to think, ad- 
ded the baron, that fhefe countries are as odd and 
uncommon, ia regard to their whimfical intermix- 
tures, as to the wild quality of their foil, and the vaft 
variety of their mineral waters. To mention the 
waters as a whim, or an oddity, however, has foroe- 
what in it that looks, you will fay, like an aft of in- 
gratitude. Were we to travel all over them, let us- 
go into what part we pleafe, we ihall find little elfe 
but heaps of rugged flint ftones, tremendous preci- 
pices, and, above all, a vaft number of hills and 
dales, almofi: inceffant rains, and frightful hurricanes, 
the natural refult of the mountains. This hideous, 
defcription, or mveftive, of the baron, againft thefe 
adjacent countries, faid the counfellor, is fomewhat, 
in my humble opinion, too fievere, partial, and o*^ 
ver-ftrained, and look as if he highly cefented our 

Jail 
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laft trip from Stavelot. It feems to me, in (hoit, 
as if the baron wasrefolutely bent, at all adventures, 
to vindicate his former allegations, and bad chara^et 
of the country ; but, all partiality apart, it mud be 
allowed, that they have their beauties and peculiar 
advantages, as well as their oddities and defers. It 
is very true, continued the counfellor, that the light- 
nings dart down frequently from the mountains, and 
ire frightful enough ; but then this obfervation i^to 
be made only in regard to the hotteft parts of theai. 
We muft farther allow, it frequently happens, that 
the mountains, by their breaking the clouds, occafi-^ 
on, at particular times, very impetuous ihowers ; nay^ 
we will admit, that- ftich tempeftuous weather is in- 
finitely more disagreeable and troublefome here than 
any where elfe : the neceffity that there is here for 
conftantly walking abroad, or making parties of plea* 
fare on horfeback, or in machines, to fome of the 
more diftant parts, renders' thofe obftacles almoft m- 
Aipportable ; infomuch that, when the rain falls hea^ 
vy for two or three days fucceffively, we aie apt to 
think that it will never be fine weather again, and 
* to defpa'ir of its return. However, if thofe high 
hills, or mountains, are the natural caufe of fome ma- 
nifeft inconveniencies, incompenfation for thofe mif- 
fortunes, they form, or are the original caufe of, all 
our fbuntains ; and that advantage alone is ample a- 
toneme^nt for all their defe^. It is in that part of 
thefe countries which are moft mountainous and bar- 
ren^ and at the feet, or bottoms, of thofe mouu'- 
tains, that the mod falutary fountains are, for 
the moft pait, to be met with; and thofe of the 
Spa are undeniable teftimonies of this important 
truth. ^ 
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In ihort, faid the count, tbe rain, tiie fnow, and' 
the mills, or heavy fogs, that arife from the moun- 
tains, penetrate into their internal parts^ where we 
£nd that there are fpacious cavities^ from whence 
thofe waters iftue, and form fprings at their feet, of 
Bottoms. To this remark the counfellor replied,* 
that thofe waters, for the generality, were not only 
the origin, or caufe, of divers fprings, or fountains, 
but of large rivers, and even of floods, or inundati- 
ons ; and that is the true reafon why we find their 
courfes fo variable, and fo irregular. It is owing to' 
thofe internal cavities of the mountains, that the' 
Q>rings at their feet fwell fo prodigioufly after impe- 
tuous rains, or thorough thaws of the (how; and that 
fome fprings, on the other hand, are very ihallow, 
and others, as it were, perfedty dried up, at fuch 
timed when there have been no rains, but a pontmued- 
drought. 

At the foot of the Alps, added the counfellor, 
there are fevernl periodij^' fpringsi that flow,- and' 
are vifible all the furamer, but are dry, and ceafe their 
Tunning, from the month of September to the month 
of May, at which times the fun has not power or 
force fufScient to melt thofe fnows which lie on the 
tops of thofe mountains all the year round. From 
what has been faid, it will not appear any way ftrange 
or unaccountable, that there are fome particular 
fprings whofe waters flow only in the day-time ; and 
others, on the other hand, that flow only in the night; 
the periods wliereof are regulated or governed accord- 
ing to the length of the fubterraneous aqu^du6t5,'0r 
channels, which conduft the waters' of the melted 
fnpw to fuch a particular point, where they iffue 

forth,' 
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•forth ; or accordiog to fome other peculiar natural 
czufcs, Thei^e are iikewife^ continued he» other 
kinds of periodical fountains , or fprings, the returni 
whereof are correfpondent to the flux or reflux of 
the fea. Thofe waters are, for the generality, of a 
faltifh and bituminQUS flavour; they proceed imme- 
diately from the fea^ the waters whereof are filtrated, 
and ftrained, in their fubterraneous parages, and force 
their way^ or break through the furface of the earth* 
It is evident then, that there are four ieyerai cavfea^ 
or origins, of fprii^s ; that is to fay, rain, the melting 
.of fnowsy the atmofpheric vapours that are conden* 
fed on the mountains, and the fea waters. I might 
mention a fifth origin^ or caufe, of thofe which are 
formed from other fprjngs ; fiich, for infbuice, as we 
;find fweil> fink, or grow abfolutely dry, according to 
the fbite or condition pf the adjacent rivulets,/)! 
floods, from whence we conclude they immediately 
arife. And pray, fir, iaid the count, from which of 
the above-mentioned origins, or caufes, do thofe 
fprings at the Spa derive their refpedive waters ? 
They feem not, replied the counfellor, to owe theis 
exif^ence to either of the above-mentioned caufes 1 
Yor they are fubjeft to no flux or reflux, nor to the 
caprice^ or vagaries, of a tempeft; from whence it is 
plain their waters have no communication with the 
fea. Their waters never fwell, or over-flow, or ap- 
pear more abundant, when the adjacent flreams, or 
rivers, fwell, and exceed their bounds ; neither have 
the impetuoi)^ rains, or th^ mditrn^s of any fnow, 
the leaft influence, of effe^l, upon them : thua it is 
by no means clear or apparent, that they owe their 
<?:ifl;ence to any of the (»vfe» above paentioned. 

The 



Ti8 NEW AMUSEMENTS 

The vapours of the air, in like manner, are different 
in.'their quantities at different times i and the fprings 
•ught to anfwer to thofe viciiHtudes, in cafe thej 
acknowledged that original ; befides, the courfe 
which thofe vapours took would equaHy admit the 
rsdn waters, which would likewife augment the vari- 
ations of the fpri]^. In a word, as the quantities 
of water« which fupply all thefe caufes, vary with- 
out intermiilion, the mineral waters which proceod 
from them would be fubjedt to the fame variations, 
not only as to the quantities of water, but alfo in 
the proportion of the elements, which are diflblved, 
or liquified, therein : and thus they would i>e more 
or lefs abundant, and more or Itk dogged, or over- 
ftocked, with metals $ they wobld be the more con- 
centred ia gceat droughts, or fcarcity of water ; they 
w^uljd be more diluted, and lei^ in quantity, in a cer- 
tain portion of water, when, by the rains, or other 
caufes of the like nature, thofe fprings, or fountains, 
received an additional quantity of water. Experi- 
ence, however, demonfbates to us juf^ the reverfe^ 
the rains, or any of the above-mentioned external 
caufes, not only add nothing to their profufion, but 
make not the leail variation, in the quantity of me- 
tal contained in them, which are fixed and fettled ia 
a certain quantity of water. One pound of the wa- 
ter of the Pouhon fountain contains in it about fix 
grains and a quarter of the metalline fubftance, as 
well at fuch times when the impetuous rains actual- 
ly fall, and afterwards, as at other tiiys, when the 
heat of the fun is very intenfe, and after a drought, 
though of a confiderable duration; frem whence it 
follows, that a caufe, in fome m^afure confknt and 

uniform, 
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ttiiifonn, mud furnilh a proportiona] quantity of wa« 
ter, which is loaded or ftocked with, at ail feafons, 
nn equal quantity^ of its elements, or principles. I 
find a like caiife in the fu^terraneeus vapours which 
raife thofe waters that are contained in the caverns, 
or cavities, of <hc earth, with which, as every one 
well know«, fhe greatly abounds : therein conftant- 
ly reigns, ,er reiides, heat fufHcient to raife the water 
into vapours. Nay, ice itfelf contains in it igneous mat- 
ter fufficient for the reiblution of it into vapours: 
and yet the heat, notwithilanding, is always fo intenfe 
in all fuch fubterraneous caverns «s lie deep or low, 
that» thofe water-s are never known to be congealed. 
It is Kkewife generally allowed, that the heat in thofe 
fubterraneous caverns is at all times and feafbns much 
the fame, and that their arched roofs are always load-*- 
ed with drops, of* water J from whence it is highly 
natural to conclude, that thofe vapours are the caufe 
of (bme fpnngs, or fountains ; and that fuck fprings 
as are formed by fuch cauie, muft How conftantly in 
the fame proportion; and this I take to be the cafe 
in regard to the waters of the 8pa. Thefe aqueous, 
or watery vapoursj^ cQndenfed by the roofs of the 
before-mentioned fubterraneous caveAis, are loaded 
with metalline fubfiances which the acid vapours 
have liquefied, or rendered fluid, and with which 
they might be charged or loaded before they were 
condenfed, in order to their being conveyed through 
fevera^ fiibterraneous dudls, or pipes, to thoft points 
where they flow $ and in all probability this is the 
manner in which the mineral waters of the Spa are 
formed. 
This origin is confirmed, at leafl as to its diffol- 

vent 
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vent acid, by a chemical experiment of a certain phy 
iidan, who has ezanuned and pryed into the nature 
of thefe waters. He has difcovered, that th^r acid 
is not intimately combined with the fixed elements 
or principles, but only furro^nds and encloies them i 
or that, at mpft, they are but fuperfici^lly attached 
to them, (ince theie waters give a red call to the turn-' 
fo], or fun flower ; and luch a combination does by 
no means ieem to difcoyer any diflblution by an acid 
flowing water, which caufes a clofer and more inti- 
mate combination^ but by fome acid vapoury, dired- 
cd to its furfac^, or external appearance. This fyf- 
tem is not one of thofc conjedures formed for amufe- 
ment only, but is grounded on a very iimple. and eafy 
e|:periment, by .virtue whereof there are ar lifts who 
can imitate, thefe mineral waters : after-havving tak- 
en from the furiace of the fteel that has been calckied^ 
aiui intermixed or blended with the water, they, co^ 
vcj the internal furface of it with a plaileri .and then 
fet a certain quantity of fuiphur or brimftone on fire 
underneath ' it, the acid vapours, whereof naturally 
life to the furface:. then with the watet.they procure 
that which thfi add vapourshavfi 4ii!blved;aiid rea« 
4ered fli»id by the water itfelf: This water, thus lUa- 
naged> has the ferruginous tsASf and the< fulphuceous 
flavour^ and has .for the mofl part, the properties or 
qualities of mineral waters ; from whence it is con- 
cluded, and not without very jufi grounds, that thofe 
metalline matters are di^lved in thofe natural waters 
by fuch'^cid ya^oikfs, and by no means by a runnmg 
water> loaded with- acid, according to the explication 
i)f fome phyficians. 

v^ 1 0iull confefs, faid the couxit» that to me k is in^ 

conceivable 
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conceiirable how the iauis» or an/ rivers, ihould fup- 
pl/ us with mineral waters, without obferving therein 
fome alteration, more or lefs ; fuch, for inftance^ as 
a corruption, when the water of a.river from whence 
they proceed or liTue will be corrupted itfelf by its 
ftagnation in fultry dry weiither, or an augmentation, 
and vifiblee ncreafe after impetuous rains, and the over- 
flowings of rivers, from whence the Springs, or foun- 
tains, muft of neceflity flow more rapidly, and in 
greater abuadance, in proportion as the waters be- 
hind drive them forwards, add to their quantity, and 
to their preiTure. Upon this fuppoiition, thofe fprioga 
would be fubjed to perpetual alterations, to which 
it is evident chat they are not expofed. However, 
it is very obfervoble, that fbme fpringi feem to be in- 
fluenced and affe^ed by the rains ; for they frequent- 
ly take off fame degree of their ihcngth, and render 
the tafte of them lefs tart and poignant ; from whence 
it may rationally be inferred, that they intermingle 
with the fprings themfelves, and confequently take off 
the edge and force of their elements or prindples : 
and this, fir, faid the count, is all the objection I have 
to the fyllem you have been fpeaking of. Though 
I readily allow, fir, faid the counfelior, that the ob- 
je^ion yon have (larted is plaufible enough, yet ftiil 
it is eaJfy likewifb to obviate and refolve it j for if 
it was through a dilution of thofe principles, or the 
intermixture with the fountains, that the rain had 
any apparent influence on the talle of the mineral 
waters, at fuch times there would be, in a fuppofed 
quantity of water, a lefs quantity of thofe principles 
than when the weather Was calm and ferene; but 
we find by experience, th^t it is not fa6t, as ha»' 
Vol, IL G been 
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been obfetred akeadj more dian once. Though the 
water be more or lefs tart» or poignant to the tafte, 
jti a poond of water always producer the fame 
qnantity of the metalline matten ; from whence, by 
confeqnence, it follows, that there mnfl be fome other 
caofe lor fnch alteration^ befides the intermixture of 
^e water with the rain : now this caufe is the light- 
nefs of the atmoiphere, which either accompanies, 
or precedes, the ioqpetuous rains ; and the preifare 
thereof being lefs on the fprings, the aerial particles 
fly off and remove, or expel, the moft volatile prin-- 
opk } and from thence it b diat the ^rtneis and 
poignancy of the tafte appear lefs difcemible. Thus 
when the wind fits in the north, or when the gravity 
of the atmofphere is augmented, though the rain con*- 
tinues, the waters refume their force ; and this oc- 
currence manifeftly demonftrates that it is not the 
rain, but the a£Uon of the atmofphere, which has an 
influence, or effeft, on the qualities of thofe iprings. 
What you have urged, 'fir, replied the count to the 
counfeilor, in anfwer to my objedion, I mufl acknow- 
ledge! is very plauflble, and feems to carry great 
weight with it ; but fince we are now upon the prac- 
tical part, I would fain, methinks, have one hiftori- 
cal point cleared up relative to theie mineral waters; 
and be informed, if I could, when thefe waters were 
firft difcovered, and whether they are the fame which 
Pliny, the antient naturalift, has given us a defcripti- 
oh of, under the name of the Fountain of Tongres? 
To this interrogatory, replied the counfeilor, it muft 
be aliowdd that the article is fomewhat dark and ob- 
fcure. There are divers authors who pretend that 
it is fome one or other of the fountains at the Spa, 
which is hinted at in that defcription, under the 

name 
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•name or title of the Fountain of Tongres. If, how- 
ever, that celebrated natural hiftorian, who only talks 
of It Jby report, meant fome fountain whereof that an- 
derit city was then poflefledj by the extent of its 
territory, or its appendages, it appears evident to me, 
that that honour is due to one of thofe at the Spa, ra- 
ther than to any mineral ipring lately difcorered ne^r 
Tongres, which has no other right or claim to it, 
than an equivocal or dubious paflage, ^xtrafked from 
that ♦ ancient hiftorian ; fince the eulogtt^ms thereof 
are in all refpeSs inferior to thofe the Spa have a 
juft right and title; thofe at the Spa, when all is 
faid and done, being the moft antient that are known, 
and the only fountains whofe reputation has been Co 
conftantly maintained. and fupported for many centu- 
ries, anc(.tb which the modem^ring at Tongres, ia 
particular, ought to yield the preference, as its in- 
nate virtues, or qukJiaes, arj^ greatly inferior to, and 
unwohhy of; ftancUng ih any competition with the Spa 
waters. 

Befides, theharrennefs of the tradition, and the ii- 
lencc of the mo^^intitrnihiftorfansin regard to the epo- 
cha, cfr peculiar time, wheii th61c minifiral waters were 
firftdSfcbverfed; ^v^fouie ilrength and probability to 
tfie opiniotjl of ^divers kuthdfs, who have not fcru- 
pletf peremptorily to maintain and aifert, that they 
were well knbwn at thATery time when Pliny gave 
the defcriptidh of them under the denomination of the 
Fountain of Tongres, arid fo much the rather, be- 
caufe rhfi'wbdle country was under the dominion and 
' ' ' . ' '! H^z ' government 



♦ Tongres has a fountain, fays Pliny: that is, it 
is poffeffed of a fountain ; but he docs not fay that 
it is fuuatc at Tongres itfelf. 
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government of that. city, which was then (o fainoiis. . 
And It. was then cuftomarj enough amongft the Ro- 
mans to extend the denomination of one citjf noC 
only to its utniod liniitSy but to the territoij thereoa 
dependant. That.is much the fame, faid the cheva- 
lier, as we give the name of a thing to the <:ountry 
which, in reality, is the produ^ only of one of its 
principal citie^ or diihi^ts; as, for indance, we fay 
Dutch cheefe, rather than the cheefe of Delft, Schi- 
dam, or Friefe itfelf, notwithftanding the laigeft 
quantities are brought to market from thofe particular 
places. It Is not furprifing, therefore that Plinf, 
having talked of thefe fountains, gave them the name 
of Tongres, in order to diflinguiih them by a name 
more univerfaJly known. For what Roman . would 
ever be tempted to feek for the hamlet of Spaip tbt 
extent of the empire, where it was at that time no* . 
thing more than a.fmall point oripot of lanci, almoft 
wholly imperceptible, had,, it ^pt been zparked> or 
difUnguiihed, by fome name more famous, and more 
univerfally known? 3e(ides, we are afTuf ed* added 
h^^ that the fountain ^t Tonnes has neither the 
tafte,, nor .the virtues. Cff tbofc which Pliny trfcpa^ 
fuch peculiar notice of^ whenqas* that fountain of 
Sau venierc, pr that at Pouhon^, anfwers m allrefpedts to 
the character that great hiftorian has given of them. 
-Thus various authors place at die Spaithe fountain de- 
faibed by him, and diflinguiih it indifferently under 
to the feveral names of Sabeniere» Savenir, and Toulon, 
which have a very near affinity to !thofe names by 
which thofe fountains are at this prefent time known 
or called. The matter now principally in debate is, 
which of the two fountains is thereby referred to, 
whether that at Pouhon, or that at Sauveniere. 

A , w- Some 
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Some of the company were of opinion, that it was 
.a too precarious and uncertain point to determine, 
whether t^e fountain fo much applauded by Pliny 
was either the one or the other of the fountains at 
the Spa above particularly fpecified, fo far as to give 
the preference to either. And, in all refpedls, it is 
equally uncertain to declare, whether the Pouhon 
fpring,^ or that at Sauveniere, has the honour and 
dignity. of being themoft antient fountain of the two. 
Prejudice and partiality will, however, efpoufe the 
right and title of Sauveniere, and vote in its favour, 
faid the baron j and that partial (citimcnt is grounded 
on the pretended derivation of it's name from that 
of Sabinus, a general of the Romans, who, ac- 
cording to fbme antient maxims, or remarks of 
the Spa, having been defeated in the^ Ardennas, 
and been oMiged 'to fly with Ks army for * the 
prefervation of their liveSj and to wander about 
thofe wild and uncultivated forefts, made a halt, as 
fome hiftorians tell us, near a fountain, half dead 
with thirft, and immoderate fatigue- He drank free- 
ly of die water' of that fpring, and found it had fo 
xnany- refrefhing and falutary quaVities aiid virtues, 
that he was perfedly lavrlh in bis encomiums of 
them wherever he went. The obfervation, (aid the 
count, was not much amifs, to be made by a dif- 
confolatc and fugitive general ; for the water out of 
a n^fty dirty puddle -might, in a like extremity, have 
merited as warm a coramendatioh. People refbrtcd 
thithcTj no doubt, in crowds, oh the honouT and 
veracity' of Sabinus; and the properties, or virtues, 
of that water were verified By the miraculous cures 
which they frequently wrought. So marvellous a dif^ 
covery highly deferved, that all due honours (hould 
G 3 ^« 
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be paid to that heroic fugitive ; and that, though his* 
charader might, m fome meafure» be blafted by a 
difhonourable fiight, his name, at leaft, might be rea* 
dered immortal by the waters. 

For the authenticity of this antient memorial at 
the Spa, it is great pity, faid the counfellor, that 
Catfar, who entered eren the moft minute circum- 
ftances into his commentaries, never expatiated wr 
this curious hiilorical anecdote, in his expedition a:- 
gainft the Gauls. Sabinus was no ftranget to him. He 
frequently makes mention of one Quintus Titurius 
Sabuus, one of his generals, whom he had employed 
in feveral very important expeditions. He had, more- 
over, fucceded tolerably well in fome of them; but 
he was determined ta difconcert and ruin the affairs 
of the Romansx in this very country where we novr 
are^ He had a warm debate with Lucius Cot- 
ta, his collegue, whether they fhould wait the ap^ 
proach of the enemy in their quarters, or not. 
Sabinus determined, at aH adventures, to decamp ;, 
«nd.was (he vidtim of his own obftinacy and mifcoa^ 
du€t. He was killed treacheroufly,. by order of Am- 
bioriX} who was general of the enemy's , forces. 
What has been faid, fufficiently demonllrates the 
ftory of his flight,^, and every thing rektive thereunto. 

Have but patience a little, faid one of the ladies* 
who feemed very attentive and highly delighted with 
this learned and critical debate, and you will fin^ 
that this Sabinus will turn out, by and by, one of 
the antient Sabines, who had discovered the Sauve* 
niere fountain ;. and I am ipuch miftaken, if the io^ 
habitants of the Spa are not a Roman colony. Afid 
pray why not ? faid fhe : is not this conjedure full as 
probable as the other? — ^You may laugh if you pleafe^ 
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(aid another of the ladles $ but, for my part^ I think 
it is a well-invented tale. One fiction for another ; and 
I am as well pleafed with the ftory of the Sabines and 
Sabmn^y as I am with that more modern one of St- 
Remocles. 

It muft be acknowledged, faid the counfellor, that 
the aboyermentioned genealogy bears too much the 
refembjance of fidion: however, all tbofc old wo- 
men's tales are a demondrationy m fome meafure, of 
the antiquity of thefe fountains. However negligent 
and remifs, ofr what is worfe, faowiever illiterate and 
Ignorant, fome of the authors may have been who 
Have taken it into their heads to write the hiftory of 
this country, it is by no means probable, that in cafe 
the firft difcoyery of thefe celebrated waters- was of 
«o great antiq^fty, there fhould be no footfteps of 
them to be traced either in hiftory^ or tradition. 
The obfcurity which is ilill fubiiiling in regard to 
fuch difcovery, is an inconteftable evidence that its 
origin is of fo antient a date, that no oi^e knows 
where to fix it. The very, tales which we are told 
concerning St. Reoiocles,. who withdrew from thj$ 
world, turned hermit in the feventh century, and re- 
ided in bis cell at Stavelot, is a plain indication that 
the fountain of Sauvem'ere at leaflr wa» well known iii 
his time. Upon that fnfplcion, there is much lefs 
difficulty attends the conceiving of its being well 
known in the days of Pliny : however, as m making 
that difcovery to be known in Pliny's time, there is as 
much obfcurity ftill fubfifting in regard to the Pouhon 
ipring^as that at Sauveniere, it will always remain du- 
bious, and will never be abfblutely determined which 
is the moft antient of the two. As that of Pouhon, 
however, haa a very remarkable ferruginous tafte, 
G 4 and 
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and rifes with a vaft variety of little bubbles, where- 
as that ferruginous taile in the waters of SauveDiere 
is fcarcely perceptible, and its waters iflue forth 
in a more fmo6th and calm manner^ without any of 
thofe bubbles, it appears evident to me, that the eu- 
logiums of Pliny are more applicable to the waters of 
P6uhon, than thofe of Sauveniere. For " Tongres" 
(quoted by the Gauls) " is in poflcifion** (fays PKny) 
•* of a very remarkable fountain iiTuing fourth in num* 
*« berlefs bubbles, and has a ferruginous tafte,** &c. — 
Here the chevalier broke in a little abruptly on the 
counfellor, and infifted that in cafe thofe were the di- 
-rfedl terms made ufe of by Pliny, the deicription has 
a much' nearer affinity to the waters at Tonnelet ; for 
that fpring- a£tuaJiy rifes in bubbles, and in an infi- 
nitely larger quantity than any other fountain what^ 
foever ; and moreover, is a greater novelty, aiid wor- 
thy the attention of the curious on that account. 
The ladies being now impatient for their removal, 
put an end to the conference at onc^, by infixing 
that they had no time to fpare for rummaging, and 
«iearchlng Into old,' imaginary or fabulous annals, in 
order to find out the origin or firft difcovery of that 
fountain ; and that it would be much more agreea- 
ble to go and pay it a viiit in thiB afternoon I which 
was refolvefi on, unanimouily, by the whole com- 
pany. 

They returned accordingly, and ordered their 
coachmen to be all ready by three o'clock. The 
ladies went in their chariots, or machines, and 
the gentlemen on horfebacfc. They fct out directly 
for Tonnelet, which is dillant'from the Spa about 
half a league on the eaftward, a Httle on the left-hand 

fide 
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£de of the road to Sauveniere. Its iituation is very 
^7 and pleaiant : it flands in a meadow, on an emi- 
sence* cIm^ groand wheieof is foft and fpui^ : in the 
lower part of it, juft by the fountain, the earth looks 
more lifee red iand than any thing elfe, and Is adtualiy 
like that at the (pnng, of a yellow-brown. They 
aHghted at the entrance of the meadow, and went 
up to the fountain by a path that leads acrofs it, and 
is covered with large paved ftones for the conveni* 
ence.of its viiiters. The fountain has no great or- 
naments or. decorations to boall of. Its bafon is a 
iquare, which is furrounded with a fmall niche made 
of free-ftone, over which is laid a very largp 
fquare ilone, that ferves inftead of a table. For- 
merly the.bafbn was compofed in the form of a ton, 
without a bottom ; from whence it derives its pre- 
ftnt name of Tonnelet. This is a fountain of bi^t 
a modern date,, for it never was reckoned amongft 
the number of the public fountains till the year 1 753. 
At that time the magiftriite qf the Spa purc^hafed it of 
a private gentleman, who was then the proprietor; 
^8 alfo the, meadow thereto belonging. ' As this 
fountain was never in any great repute, but too much 
negleflcd, it plainly proves that its waters were not 
accounted fo ^utary as any of the others. The 
'^Tpigy however. Hows in greater plenty, and with 
4arger i>ubbles than any of them ; and that too with- 
out ahy intermifion, but buril on the furface, juft 
in the fame manner as boiling water bubbles whilft 
it (lands upon the fiie. Its water, however^ is ex- 
tremely cold, and peculiarly agreeable, when mixt 
with wine. The connfellor, Vfho was an adept in 
^11 the curbiities relative to the Spa, did not fail to 
regale his companions vrith plenty of this delicious 
liquor, and for that purpofe took care to put up fc- 
G 5 veral 
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veral bottles of Riienilh iato the feats of the ladfes 
machines. On their arrival, each took •« bumper,, 
mixed with the water; all in general acknowledged 
their liquor to be delicious, not only on account of 
its being fo cool and refrefliing> but for its poignant 
and acid tafte of the mineral, which gave the wine 
fuch a fine flavour as made it come near to cham- 
pagne. Thus the counfellor, who explained to the 
companj the nature and virtues of tfaefe waters, aflu^ 
red them, that they were oftener appropriated to the 
entertainment of ftrangers, and the gratification of 
their palates, than to any medicinal purpofe." How- 
ever, he told them, that the phyficians of the Spa 
frequently advifed rte^Tinkihg thofe waters, inter- 
mixed with wine, to their patients at their meal times^ 
as being really ferviceable in cafes of relaxation. The 
count feemed fiirprifed, that they (hould make choice 
of thefe waters, though mixed with wine, to be drank^ 
with their patients victuals, fince, as they were char^ 
td or oveMoaded with elaftic matters, and contained 
in them a larger quantity of air than the waters of 
any other fountain, they muft of neceility, he faid, 
in his opinion, fill thellomach with flatulent hu- 
mours, and confequenfly prove prejudfcial, and pre- 
vent a proper digeftion. That fuperabundant air, 
fir, you fpeak of, replied the counfellor, might pro- 
bably be prejudicial, were they to drink the water 
alone, pure as it flows- from the fpring,. dire^y, or 
without fufiering it to ftand fome time for evapora- 
tion, or to drink any great quantity of it at once j but 
?ifter it has been exhaufted from the well for fome 
time, a great part of that flatulent air is difperfed; 
and this is vifible when yOu pour it from; a veflel, or 
Jug, into a glafs. In a naoment all. the internal Air- 

facc 
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fece h kcedy as it were> with little bubbles, quite 
^ifierenc from any other fprmg whaterer. Befides* 
hy ha intennizture with wine, there is an immediate 
heat created, which difperfes all the air, and never 
&fiers if to remain there. 

But now you are talking, fiud the chevalier, about this 
quantity of air, and thefe bubbles, contained in thefe 
waters, and thus apparent as well in the glafs as in 
the fpring itfelf, is not that the very phyfical proper- 
ty which Plkiy fpeaks of? And has not the fountain 
of Tonnelet a juft right and title to afpire at the ho* 
nour of being the identical fountain^ which that illu"- 
ftrious naturalift luis fo highly recommended under 
l^e Jiame of the fountain of Tongres ? No, fir, re- 
plied the counfeilor j for the date of the difcovery 
of the Tonnelet fpring is very well known : the cele- 
brated atirhor of a treatife entitled, Spa Dacrene, in- 
ferms his readers^ that it was not ever made ufe of 
till about forty years before the time he wrote that 
diicourie, which is now about a century and a half; 
and that the waters of Geronftere were nbt known 
fill about ten years after the former. Thus it is evi- 
dent, that it is but about one hundred and fifty ^ears 
^nce both of them were either altogether unJoiown, 
4X at lead in very little credit or repute : before that 
time, none were known but the Pouhon fpring, and 
that at Sauveniere, which are the moft antient, be- 
yond all difpute; and that antiquity of them renders 
the date of their difcovery very uncertain. 

As the fituation of this fountain was very pleafant 
and agreeable,- they fat themfelves down upon the 
flowery grafs that grows by the fide of it, and there 
aomfed themfelves for about two hours, where they 

revived. 
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revived their.conference on t:be antiquky of fbutatains. 
Has not the town of Spa, laid the chevalier, its pecu- 
liar archrves) by the confuhing whereof this difficul- 
ty might be eafily remoyed? Their archives, faid the 
counfellor> are of too modern a date to refolve oay fuch 
queflions. The foundation of the town itfelf was 
laid but in the year 1327. It was one CoUin, of Bre- 
da, who erected the firft houfe pn the ipot> being that 
large inn now known by the. iign of the Kiiig of 
France, in the fquare. He purchafed of the prince 
of the country a piece of land, which confiiled of 
twelve bonniers of wood, part whereof he ordered 
diredly to be grubbed up and cleared ; and die other 
part he lett to di£Ferent tenants, who likewife ere6ked 
divers hou(e& thereupon^ contiguous to his own, till, 
in procefs: of time, thej^ formed thefquaie, as it now 
^nds. At that time the Pouhoa fountain was. fitu- 
ate in a little meadow^ which was the. centre of the 
twelve bonniers. Some time after that, the town, 
which was an appendage to that of Sart, focmed itfelf 
into a community, or body corporate, by a feparati- 
on from the Inhabitants of Sart, in the year 1 572, as 
well as from the pari^. This epocha is allowed to 
be prior to the difcovery of the fountain at Tonne- 
kt ; and tradition refers us no farther backward to a- 
ny date more antient than that of thole two fountains 
before mentioned, namely, thofe at Pouhon and Sau- 
veniere. Now, that very tradition is much more an- 
tient, fince the old Spa, has exifted time immemorial ; 
when that city was fotioded in the fourteenth century. 
But as to any papers prior ta the time that the Spa 
was ere^ed into a community, or body corporate, 
;at the expeace of that at Sart, they were all burnt m 
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all unhappy ixr«, with the fqHs, or regiiler-books, of 
thalv vrilage. The tradition inforais us> that before 
th^ foundation of the city was laid, Grangers, or fo- 
reignerSf who came for relief from the waters, lodg- 
ed all in the old Spa ^ which fs Hill a farther evidence, 
or teftimony, of their aqtiqiiitj and their ufe. 

Having continued their conference thus far, ^ 
companj, by unanimous confent, dropped this hiflo- 
rical difcourfe, in order to amufe themfelves with 
more agreeable and entertaining objects. Thofe that 
could img obliged the reft with a few favourite longs ; 
and the gentlemen entertained the ladies with a great 
variety of little amorous and polite ftories. At pro- 
per pauiesy however, they renewed their former dif- 
couiCc, in regard to the peculiar beauties and virtues 
of the wells, and the nature of the country. 

Whilil they were thus^amufing themfelves near 
the fountain, an honed country-man came there, in 
order to draw from thence a large pitcher of water; 
whereupon they afked him what he propofed to do 
with it J to which he replied, We, who live in the 
neighbourhood, drink it as common beer with our 
meals, jvft as the inhabitants of the Spa drink the wa- 
ters of the Fouhon fpring ; and that he was carrying 
it iato an adjacent field, whiere fome of his fellow- 
labourers were at work in clearing away the heath, 
in. order to fow there fome oats in its ftead. Some of 
the company (hewed an inclination to fee the manner 
of that rural operation. Tlus motion ferved as a good 
excufe for rifmgand amuiing themfelves with a ihott 
iKralk towards that fpot of ground : accordingly, they 
left their domeftics, with the horfes and machines, at 
the fountain,. As they were movmg forwards, the 

countryman 
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countryman pointed to a fmdl cloud of diftant fmoak^ 
and gave them to underftand that was the fpot he 
was going to. One of the company had the curio- 
fity to aft him the meaning, or occafion, of that 
fmoaJc, and why they fo frequently faw the like up^ 
on the adjacent mountains ; for in fome places, t^ 
gentlemen obferved, it bore a faint refemblancc to 
the top of Mount Vefuvius. To this the country- 
man replied, that it was their cuftomary method to- 
burn the heath, in order to prepare the foil, for the 
better reception of their feed. The company defired 
him to explain himfelf on that head, which he vcjy 
readily did, as well as he could, after his own man- 
ner, but in that country dialedl, which is a^ jargOH^ 
or corrupted French. The purport of his ftory, how^ 
ever, was as follows. 

You fee, gentlemen, faid he, that tlic fields hcrr 
all round about produce little elfe but heaith and 
brpom. Thefe are our commons, which wc call out 
freedoms, or rights of common, becaufe every pariih* 
ioner has a title thereto, or a property therein ; and 
no one can take our right away, or claim any part 
of it as his own property, but by authority from our 
prince, or fovereign, who letts, or farms, fome fmall 
portion thereof, to defray the diflnirfements of hi» e- 
pifcopal table. The firft tenant, or occupier of the 
premifes, however, is allowed to cultivate them, and 

, reap the fruits of his labour. 

They make choice of fuch places where therfe maf 

1 be a commodious psdfage for machines, and where 
there is a fraaU' (pot of ground, which they clear off> 
with the turf, and other little fhrubsr which naturally 
grow upon it. Thefe they amafs m little heaps, afld 
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dien fet them on fire. The afhes which they produce 
ferve inflead of dung, to manure the ground, which 
affords a very plenti^i crop the firft year, but mucb 
Ms the next ; and«fter that, it muft lie fallow for fome 
years. Doubtlefs, faid One of the ladies, your prince 
partakes, in fome meafure, of your harveft. Yes, 
Dfiadam, replied the countryman^ we are obliged to- 
pay him the tythes of our iheaves, without making: 
any deduction or allowance for that part of them 
which the wild fowl run away with and deftray;^^ and 
though we fee them robbing us, we dare not ihoot 
them. But, pray, faid the lady, what feed is it that 
you da fow ? Is k wheat ? No, no, madam, faid 
he, the foil about the Spa produces none of that fort 
of grain. The beil grounds we can boaft of bear 
only barley,, oats, or rye; but then they never lie fal- 
low, or UQCttltivated; for vrhea ishey wiJl yield no kind* 
of grain„ they fuppty us wfth plenty of hay, as^welh 
as the meadows. As to our commons, or freedoms^ 
as we call them,, we find it no fmall difficuky to make 
them produce any confiderable quantity of either 
<&at3 or rye, for one year or two; or elfe we are un- 
der an indifpeniible necefEty of being at the ezpence 
of manuring them again with lime, which wUI keep- 
them up, indeed, in heart, for eighteen or twenty 
years. 

Yoii at9Lf ibw in thofe grounds feint-foin, or fenUH 
greek, faid the count; or plant a variety of tree^, 
which will be attended with but a moderate expence. 
Our honefl: countryman, however, was not of the' 
' count's opinion. If not^ fViend, replied the countgi 
by th^oddaefs of the climate we may ealily perceive, 

th^ 



136 NEW AMUSEMENTS 
that it is well adapted for the pleafures of the chafe, 
and 7QU have plenty of fine game here. 

Yes, yes, fir, replied the countryman, we have 
hares in plenty, it is very truej and we have a num- 
ber of wild boars sanongft us, to our no fmall detri- 
ment. Thofe animals, the breed whereof is increaf- 
ing daily, deftroy onr corn, and our apple-trees like- 
wife, as often as they pleafe to vifit ut. We have them 
fometimes twenty in a troop; and wherever they 
come, they leave nothing but defolation behind them. 
They grub up the very fpot they pitch upon, info- 
much that they leave not a fingle root, or an apple 
Untouched, of which fruit they are peculiarly fond. 
It is but iiace we have planted our apple-trees, that 
we have been plagued with them in fucfa^numbera; 
before, for thirty years fucceflively, we feldom faw 
piore than two or three by chance i but now theyare 
become naturalized, as ft were, and are piultiplied to 
that degree, that we live in feiar ev^ry feafon left 
they Ibould rob us of the mOney out of our pockets, 
as well as the fruits of our labour. Pray, friend, 
faid the count, have you no^ other (an of game, but 
what you mentioned before ? Yesy fir, replied the 
countryman, we have fomefew wild goats, and deer, 
and partridges in plenty;. bi|t then he whq prefumes 
to ihoot any wild fowl, or other game whatever, 
or canies a gun, though loaded only. with fmall (hot, 
either into the field, or is difcovered to keep one in 
his houfe, fmarts very feverely for what he kills by 
.ft^aith. Nay, oMre, continued he, the prince is fn. 
jealous, and fond of the chal^, that, he obliges us to 
keep clogs upon our dogs feet, that they ttoij not 
^be able to run, and lay hold of any game : and in 
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cafe anj of them chance to fly out loofe and unfcttcr- 
^ the game-keepers (hoot them at once> without a- 
nj favour or affeftion, and we are obliged to hold 
onr tongues ; or if thej do not kill our dogs, thej 
inform againft the mafter, who is profecuted imme- 
diatelj, and fcTereljr fined for his negleft. 

Former!/, faiid the counfellor, all thofe barren 
commons, and thofe grounds that are uncultivated, 
and over-grown with weeds, all rouiid the Spa, and 
even in anj parts belonging to the marquifate, or any 
other of the adjacent provinces, were. full of wood, 
and conilituted feveral very confiderable forcfts. 
Then, indeed, the game was more common: then 
there were plenty, not only of wild goats, wild boars, 
hares, partridges, and quails, as at prefent ; but there . 
were ftags, pheafants, wood-cocks, and heath-cocks ; 
and fome of thefe laft-mentioned fowl are ftill to be 
met with ; though, 'tis true, they are pretty fcarcc. 
They have here likewife, as' well as elfewhere, birds 
of paffage, at the proper feafons, efpecially about au- 
tumn j fucb, for inftance, as thrulhes, of which there 
are plenty j woodcocks, fnipes, plover, and lapwings ; 
infomuch that fporting is very agreeable, and there are 
divers kinds of it in this country; but^t is fome- 
what fatiguing in the purfuit, on account of the high 
mountains, to which we are indebted for the beft of 
our game : this is another advantage which arifes (as 
the baron himfelf muft acknowledge) from a coun- 
try furrounded with mountains. 

Be the game plenty or fcarce, faid the count, it is 
felf-evidcnt, that it is not^over-ftridly regarded, fincc 
we have plenty of wild-fowl at the Spa, and that too 
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tt a very reafonable rate, efpeciallj about the latter 

end of Auguft, and the two fubiequent months. 

All that wrid-fowi which is brought to our Spa 
market, faid the counfellor, is far ^om being the 
game of this country } it is brought from Suvdot, 
and from provinces, or diftri^ls, ftill farther remote ;. 
as, for infbmce, from Treves, and from Blancken- 
heim ; from whence likewife we are furnifhed with 
trout, Jobflers, poultry^ and divers other forts^ of 
provifions. 

After thefe matters were thus curforily difcuffed, the 
company began to think of returning to the fountain 
of Tonnelet, and of paying afterwards a viiit to that 
at Watroz. The countryman was fo kind, as to 
fhew us the befl way thither: and as the machbe* 
and horfes were in waiting at Tonnelet, he fent one 
of his fellow-labourers to inform their fervants- to £et 
out diredly for Watroz, fincc the company was gone 
thither a-foot. 

An unexpected adventure, of no great importance, 
occurred in their pafTage, at which they could not re- 
fram from laughing one at another ^ fince any thmg 
(eives to create mirths where company are difpofed 
to laugh at trifles. The weather was extremely 
hot; a whole fwarm of flies attacked at once our 
body of travellers. Thefe infedls are ingendered on 
the dunghills, or the common high-grounds that lie 
on the eaft and fouth fide of the Spa. In the heat of 
fummer, they liTue forth in fwarms, and extend them- 
felves to the very town, and get into the clofeft a- 
partments j^ and as their ftings are-fharp, they are ve- 
ry tedious and perplexing. But there is another fpe- 
cies of flies at the Spa, commonly called gnats, which. 
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are ftill more tormeoting. TKeie flies are but finally 
in reality, though they appear large, through the 
length of their wings, wln'ch form at their extremer 
parts a kind of tail, when they are not on their fiighf, 
or when they fettle. This infe£t has a fharp trunk, 
with which it imbibes its nutriment, and with which 
it darts through the Ikin, in order to fuck the blood* 
Thoie gnats principally fettle on the legs of people ;; 
and this puncture of their's creates a more than common 
fmart, and a blifter confequent upon it ; infomuch that 
fome flrangers are obliged to wcai leathern ftockings^ 
in, order to be armed againU their iniblent attacks; 
as alfo againil thofe other more common flies above 
mentioned, which, as they are very numerous, are ve- 
ry troubiefome likewife and perplexing. 

The company amufed themfelves,, and kugBed af 
their petty Iioftile adventure, which lafted rill theis 
arrival at the fountain of Watroz; There, however, 
they gojt free from any future attacks of the enemy 5 
for thofe flies never proceed fo far. This fountain 
Ke5.hut at a fmajl diftance from that of Tonneleti^ 
though fomewhat nearer towards rfmt at Sauveniere* 
It is (ituate at the bottom of a meadow, which is^ 
foft and fpungy ; and its marihy ground renders it 
fomewhat uneafy of accefs. It is almofl impofHWe 
for any machines, or even horfes, to get into the 
meadow ; for they would be in apparent danger of 
finking in fo deep, as not to be able to get out again, 
without a deal of fadgue ^ nay, its vifiters. on foot 
could fcarce reach the fprihg, but for fome broad 
ftones that are laid there on purpofe to form a path^ 
way, in order to facilitate their accefs. 

Every 
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Every one feemed furprifed to find this fountain fo 
much neglected, and Co much out of repair.' Its ba- 
fon is only covered with a fmall niche, which is alto- 
gether fimple, and void of ail decorations. It is fur- 
rounded with nothing but a heap of rough> unpo- 
liihed flones^ ranged in no manner of order, and were 
part of the ruins of an old wall, which once encom- 
pafled it, and whereof there are now Scarce any foot- 
fteps or remains. It is great pity, fard the chevalier, 
that this fountain Ihould be fo fhamefuHy abandoned, 
as being poflefled of divers good qualities ; and the 
only one, as I have been informed, that is purgative, 
or of a cathartic nature. To that the counfellor in- 
ftantly replied, that the aflertion was the mere refult 
of prejudice and prepofTefnon, and grounded on fuch 
analyfes as werefalfe and arriefs ; for thofe phyficians, 
who, in former ages, treated on thefe waters, faid he, 
determined their elements or principles by nothing elfe 
but mere conjedture ; and being intirely deftitute of tdl 
chemical alTiftances, vainly imagined, that thefe wa- 
ters were impregnated with fucb different principles, 
of which, in reality, they were neycr poiiefied ; and 
to this in particular, as you obferved, iir, they hauc 
afcribed fome nitrous qualities, and in purfuance of iBat 
empty notion, declared them of a cathartic nature: 
and notwithllanding the falfity and prepoileflibn of 
fuch an opinion, it has been inculcated and maintain- 
ed by divers phyficians, who have treated in former 
times upon this particular topic ; but the analyfes* 
or chemical redu^ions, which have been made of la- 
ter years, demonftrate, that the waters of this foun- 
tain can boaft of no peculiar principle; and the fre- 
quent obfervations that are now daily made» confute 
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that viiigar notion of its purgative quality, and evince» 
beyond all contradiction, that it is altogether groUnd- 
lefs. 

However, be the plight and condition of the fpring 
ever €0 bad^the company all determined to gratify 
their curiofity fo far as to take a cup of it, notwith- 
ilandingits water was not over grateful to the palate; 
iince it had been fo long open and expofed to the in- 
clemency of the weather: for it is no ways inclofedj 
the rain intermingles with it ; and the wind driving in- 
to it, not ^ only the leaves of trees, but divers other 
matters of an oflfendve nature : and as nobody took 
the leaft care, from time to time, to cleanfe it from 
its impurities, it was diiguflful to the eye, and fo far 
from being clear, that it was thick and muddy. Each 
of the company, however, as we obferved before, 
drank a fipall cup-full ;. but whether it was the in- 
fipidity oiF the water, or pure prejudice, they were all 
difgufted, and teiHfied ibme degree of relud^ance ; and 
not one of them would allow the tafle thereof to 
be either quicTc or poignant, as was the charadler- 
iftic of all the other fountains. Notwithftanding 
this general ccnfure, however, to fpeak impartially, , 
its Walters have a ferruginous and acid tafte;* but* 
then that acidity is too harfh arid rough. In general 
this water feems.to have the fame Innate qualities as 
the reft, hut apparently in an inferior degree. But 
he that as it may, was this (prmg to arlfe in another 
country lefs fertile in mineral waters than thofe of 
the S!pa, and no other near it, I do not queftion in 
the leail, bkt it would be higj^ly valued and edeem- 

The company's^ ftay herfe was very fhoit. The 
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gentleman condufted the ladies back again out of the 
quaggy meadow ; handed them into their refpedtive 
machines, which were there in waiting j and then 
mounted their own horfes, after having given the two 
countrymen a genteel gratuity for their good-nature 
and attendance. 

As it was but about fix o'clock when they arrived 
at the Spa, fome of the gentlemen v^nt diredtly to 
the aflembly ; and others, but more particularly the 
ladies, went and paid the toyfhops a vifit, in or- 
der to furnifh themfelves with fuch necklaces, and 
other trinkets, as they (hould want before their de- 
parture. They very well knew who were the great- 
eft artifts in the town in that profe/ITony and thofe 
ftops which had the greateft choice, in order to take 
a review ; efpecially thofe where they had been cufto- 
mers at times during the feafon: for it is pne of the 
eiTential amufements at the Spa, to vifit the artifb 
there, and fee them employed in their refpedive vo- 
cations ; for there are ibme workmen in the town who 
are extremely curious in their way : and as they Cctm 
fond of receiving ftrangers, and gratifying their curio- 
fity, every one enters their fhops with all the free- 
dom imaginable, without lying uiider any obligati- 
on to make a purchafe: it is very ieldom', however, 
that their vifiters part without carrying olfibme bar- 
gain or another. 

The art of turning is the profeflion moft excellent, 
and nioil admired by the gentry at the Spa They 
make a vaft variety of curiofities in ivory, fliell-work, 
or mother-of-pearl, little inftruraent-cafes, fhuff^ box- 
es, piftures, pyramids, &C; There are abundance of 
people in the town, who are turners by profeflion ; 
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fiowever, there is but one, who, in a more peculiar 
manner, commands the attention of the curious, hy 
name, the fieur Xhrouet, at the fign of the Hotel de 
Lorraine. He fhines in operations of this nature, . 
and charms all fuch as are connotiTeurs in that curi-> 
4)us art. There is fcarce any gentleman of tafte in 
that profeflion at the Spa, who has not the curiofity 
of furveyinghis furpriling performances, and carrying 
away with him fome purchafe of value, more or 
lefs. The count was a frequent vifiter, and an ad- 
mirer ; and waited on divers ladies thither, in order 
to recommend his works as worthy of their clofell 
attention; to whom that able and experienced tur- 
ner would fliew a great number of curiofities in mi- 
niature; and fbme (6 fine, and fuch mafter-pieces in 
their kind, as could fcarcelybe difcerned by the naked 
eye, and required a microfcope for difcerning them in 
their utmoft beauty and perfection. He fhewed them, 
amongft many other curiofities, a little tea-table, 
furnilhed with Cm cups and faucers, the tea and fu- 
gar canifters, &c. which were all inclofed in a little 
oval ivory box, about the fize of a common pea, if 
not lefs. The marchionefs of*** furveyed it with 
an eye of admiration, and profeifed herfelf (6 charm- 
ed with it, that the count, in the genteeleft and mofl: 
gallant manner imaginable, made her a prefent 
of it. After this purchafe was made, he (hewed 
them a pyramid that was inexpreflibly curious in its 
kind. On the fummit of it, there was fixed a ball 
or globe, the aperture whereof was extremely fmall ; 
in which he had turned a box, with three different 
portraits or figures upon it, the diameter whereof 
took up the contents of the whole inner fpace ; and 
the bjox was turned in little puflTs or folds, and other 
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forms, which render that little work the object of 
univerfai admiration, and fo difficult in its operation, 
that nothing was ever produced equal to it in its kbd. 
Thus, byadifplay of his peculiar talent in this way, he 
has defer vedly gained fuch a great reputation, that 
he has been invited to bring his works with him to 
divers courts, and particularly to that at Vienna, bj 
his imperial majefty himfelf, in the year 1 748 : after 
that, he was fent for to Paris by the duke of Orleans, 
in the year 1757: to Bruifels he was invited divers^ 
times by Charles duke of Lorraine : he has vifited 
iikewife the court of Great Britain, &c. and he ii 
now on the point of fetting out for Bareith, to which 
place* the margrave has done him the honour to fend 
an invitation ; having had the pleafure of feeing lum 
anally at work this feafon, during his refidence at 
the Spa. Thefe compliments are indifputable tefti- 
monies of his fuperior genius to any other of his own 
profe Jton } and of the refined and polite tafte of fuch 
flrangers as vifit hlra at the Spa. The ladies were 
all fttisfied in this refped. They had now nothing 
more to do than to revilit fome few (hops where were 
fold a vaft variety of trinkets, knick-knacks, and 
other curious trifles, in which buiinefs, and the 
fale whereof, the trade and commerce of Spa princi- 
pally cohfill. They vifited abundance of thofe (hops 
this day, and the next after they had drank their wa- 
ters, Tho* they had already bought a number of 
bargains, yet there remained feveral little bagatellci, 
or trifles, ftill unpurchafed. Of thofe who made 
necklaces they bought whole packets of trinkets, fuch 
as necklaces, plumes of feathers, ear-rings, and 
bracelets j all compored of artificial pearls, or fmail 
particles of Venice-glafs, intermixed with gold and 
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OF THE SPA. 145 

filver, or fome gawdy threads of the h'ke nature^ 
There are fome of thele toys, or knick-knacks, that 
flrike the eye agreeably enough, and are ornamented, 
moreover, with defigns and cyphers In various colours. 
They purchafed likewife a confiderable quantity of 
fmall rings, made with hair, of various colours and 
defigns. Thefe hair-rings are made in the utmoft 
perfedUon, having various defigns in letters compos- 
ed of the fame hair. 

Thefe trifles, or rings, are for the moft part the 
haady-works of fome of the young maidens of Spa, 
who arfe very urgent with their cuftomers, who 
can fcarce deny them, and are the more readily in- 
duced to take them off their hands, as they are very 
modeft in their prices. Thefe rings they difpofe of 
in packets, at fo much a dozen. 

It was amongft the painters that they made^ their 
laft bargains before their departur^. Paintlne i? one. 
of the principal profeflions of the place. Some of 
them are portrait painters, as large as the life ; and 
others paint in miniature : but that fpecies of paint- 
ing which the wo rknfien principally diftinguilh them- 
felves by, at the Spa, is landfcapes in miniature, or 
amorous fancies on all forts of gay furniture in wood, 
fiich as tables, toiliettes, quadrille-boxes,, watch-cafes^ 
efcrntores, tea-chefts, inftrument-cafes of all lorts, 
fnufF-boxes, canes, &c. &c. They paint fuch move- 
ables in different tafles, and on diflferent grounds, in 
Japan ink, and inlacca, or lack, on white grounds ; 
or in leaf-gold, on brafs or copper ; "in different co- 
lours, and various taftes, on all kinds of grounds, that is 
to fay, blue, yellow, black, green, compouhd-groiinds, 
in imitation of China, or in Ihell-work, which are clofe 
copies of nature. On thefe grounds they will paint 
Vol. n. H cither 
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cidier men or women, boys or girb, in the Chinefe 
tifte ; flowen, fimits, or any hiftorical pieces, fabti- 
kms or teal ; bmdfcapes, the profpeas about the Spa, 
or any fobjeft, in fliort, whatever, which the purcha* 
fcr fliall {utch npcm or require. The varmOi whlcb. 
they make nfe of in the compledon of thefe works, 
^▼es diem a peculiar loflxe or grace, and nothing can 
look neater or more genteel. 

Thongh the ladies had pnrchafed a great variety 
of toys or trinkets before, yet they referved the pack- 
ii^ them np dll they had finiihed their lafl bargains. 
They took therefore a review of them; and amongCb 
die left there was one of the toilettes that was paint- 
ed on a bkck ground ; the defigns whereof were paint- 
ed in rdiero, or embofled work, curioufly gilt, witli 
the coat of arms, and (ach other fubje^ts as they liad 
direded fbr the embelliihment of all the boxes : this 
toilette was very grand and ma^ficent, and coft 
ten iouic-d'ors, or French piftoies. There was aao- 
dicr on a fine green ground, of ftone-work, with de- 
figns in filver; which was a very gay piece, and 
ftruck the eye veiy agreeably; and diough nothing 
could fcarcely make a prettier appearance, the price 
of it was but fix louis-d'ors. In (hort, they looked 
over a great variety of thefe kinds of goods, and all 
id difierent taftes ; all of them very neat, and pretty, 
indeed ; but fome gayer and more coftly than others ; 
fbr they are fumiflied with numbers of all prices : 
fome toilettes, for inftance, are fold froni twelve 
fiancks to eight or ten louis-d'ors, and upwards. 
Quadrille-boxes fell from fix francks to a louis d'or, 
or two ; and others in proportion to the beauty of 
their worL There are, however, fome of this laft 
kind of boxes that will bear a much greater price. 

One 
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One of thefe matter toymen was poflefled this feafon 
of a toilette^ that he would not part with under a 
hundred ducats. This, indeed, was a mafter-piece 
in" its kind, with paintings after the life, and beautiful-* 
I7 executed; the fubje£ls whereof were hiftories ex- 
tradted from the Old Teftament. From thofe reli- 
gious fubje^ls, however, a man muft never expert to 
get an eftate. Ideas of a gayer nature are more apt 
to ftrike the eye with delight, and are fitteft, no doubt, 
to gratify the curiofity of the fair fex. 

As thefe kinds of commodities are what the greater 
part of the tradefmen and inhabitants of the Spa prin- 
cipally deal in, fome of them work in one peculiar 
talle, and others again in a tafte quite the revcrfe : 
there are fome of them that work in Indian ink and 
in lacca ; others paint in colours, either gold or fdver. 
Some have a peculiar genius or talent for .flower-pie- 
ces i and others for views in perfpeftive, or land- 
fcapes: the tafte of fome lies in the drawing of Chi- 
nefe figures ; and the tafte of others is difplayed in a 
more vifible manner, by their copying of hiftory-pie- 
ces, both fabulous and real : there are, moreover, 
fome who excel in painting of the grounds on porce- 
cekin, or fhell-work; fome again make the moft 
beautiful varni/h, with gum-lacca, which the white, 
blue, and green grounds will fcarcely bear. In a word, 
there is a furprifing difference in all thefe various kinds 
of operation, not only in regard to their neatnefs and 
delicacy, but to their folidity and length of duration; 
and as the town of Spa is but fmall, and lies within a. 
narrow compafs, fuch gentlemen and ladies as are 
connoifleurs, and have a tafte for fuch curiofitics, may 
Ha foo« 
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foon find out who are the xnoft ingenious and able ar- 
tifts, as well as which are the moft judicious and va- 
luable performances ; efpeciaily as every one has free 
liberty to vilit them in their work-ihops, whidi in- 
deed is one of the favourite amufements and delightx 
of the Spa. 

Notwithftanding the intention which the ladies 
had to vifit thefe toy-fliops, and review their trinkets, 
they did not fail of paying their reipedts to the Ge- 
ronftere fpring, in order to take their final adieu^ 
which was feemingly with no fmali relu^ance : and 
as It happened there was a fmall concert there that 
morning, which was an additional aniufement, and 
the more agreeable, as it was unexpeded. Howe- 
ver, they did not fail to keep up their converfation 
in a ftri^er manner than they had done before ; and 
even with a greater cordiality and affedlion, as being 
cqnfcious that the time for their departure from the 
Spa wa? near at hand. Whilft they were at the 
fpring, they took particular notice of a gentleman, 
who was either a native, or at lead an inhabitant of 
the city of Liege, who would drink thirty or forty 
gfafTes in a morning, without any vifible prejudice to 
his health. They were credibly informed, that he 
was an annual vifiter at the Spa for about a fortnight, 
add had made it his conftanl practice, for twenty 
y^ars paft, to drink much the fame quantity. The 
motive thereto was no real diftemper or infirmity ; for 
he had all the vifible tokens of a good conftitution 
and perfea health ; and this he publicly acknowled- 
ged, with this addition, that he afcribed that ftrength 
and vigour which he enjoyed to that annual practice. 
The^ had never made this remark before on any of 

the 
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tbe preceding days, becaufe he had drank only ni4i^ 
glailes at this fpring. He acquainted the gentlemen 
and ladies hlmlelf, that for the hrft eight days of his 
reiidence at the Spa, he went conftantly, every year, 
to drink nine glafles of water at the four moft cele- 
brated fountains ; that is to fay, thofe of Pouhon, 
Sauveniere, Tonnelet, and this of Geronftere. Had 
not this ftory been well known to be matter of faft, 
the company would have been inclined to have given 
no credit to his report. From this circumftance, how- 
ever, faid the count, it isvery evident, that whatever 
difference there may be in the fever al fountains, in 
regard to their refpe6live virtues, the combination 
of their qualities is no ways prejudicial. To this 
the counsellor replied, that their difiereiices confifted 
only in a different propordon, or a difierent affinage 
of metals, but not in an oppofition of elements or prin- 
cipals. Thus thefe waters are by no means incom- 
patible one with another : say, phydcians themfelves 
combine the ufe of them, but not after fuch an odd 
and extravagant manner as that fantaftical gentleman, 
whom we have made the obje6k of our obfervance : 
we find our curiofity fo far gratified, as to fee he 
drinks the quantity he afierts ; having run through 
the courfe of his dial twice, that is to fay, having 
drank thirty giaifes, day after day. It is true, indeed, 
the waters pailed with him very freely ; for at every 
glafe he drank, almoft, he withdrew for a few mo- 
ments, which we afcribed to .the efiedts which the 
waters had upon him. Thefe frequent evacuation*, 
however, did not greatly diminifh the aftonifhment 
of the company; and notwithftanding all he could 
iay, with refped to the good cik&s the waters had 
H 3 upon 
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4|^pon his healthy they could not comprehend h6w 
his flomach could bear fuch a load of water upon it, 
without any inconTeni^nce attending it. Thej had 
a loi^ conference upon the topic,which always conclu- 
ded with fome degree of amazement. A ftranger, 
who made a very good appearance, and feemed a gen- 
tleman of gravity and good underftanding, having 
over-heard their difcourfe relative to the humonrHl 
above mentioned, approached them in a very polite 
manner, and joined their converfation. He told them^ 
that for his part, he was not fo much aftonifhed as 
they feemed to be at the above-mentioned occurrence ^ 
for he had been an eye witnefs of events of the like 
kind, which were much more marvellous and furpii- 
iing; and then quoted a particular inftance: But, 
added he, no one ever furpafied, in the memory of 
man, the celebrated Maufredi, whofe hiftory is uni- 
verially known. The count faid, he had heard feve- 
ral gentlemen, of indifputable veracity, atteft they 
Ixad been eye-witneffes of his marvellous exploits : 
That perfon was the moft furpriiing water-drinker 
.that ever was heard of, faid he; for he would fwal- 
low down an hundred pints in a day ; but tjien, it is 
true, he threw it up again. I have heard as much» 
faid the counsellor. However, there was fome de* 
^ gree of fraud or artifice in his operations. The quan- . 
,tity which in reality he fairly drank, did not amount 
to above ten, or a dozen pints at moil;. But, with* 
out having recourfe to the quirks and evaiions of 
fuch ftage-quacks, or merry Andrews, let us recol- 
lect the quantity of water which, in former times, 
was ufually drank at the Spa. Ab Heers, who was 
a phyfician of great practice here> and in much re- 
pute 
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piite about onehundred and fifty years ago, infifted, 
that (}ich patients as could not undertake to drink 
three or four fcore ounces, ought not to frequent the 
Spa at all, unlefs they wanted to ruin their conftitu- 
tion quite, and were in a hurry to get into thdr 
graves- . He peremptority infifts, that he . had feen 
thole perfons who would drink three hundred ounce* 
at leaft, if not a krgeif quantity of water ; and in cafe 
any patient of liis happened to die or fallfick, through 
thofe operations, he would, without the leaft heiita^ 
tion, afcribe the caafe to their not idrinking a quan* 
ium fufficit. However, our modern phyficians have 
"obferved thereverfej and maintain, that fuch.lfads 
ef water are very pernicious,' if not oi fatal confer 
qtience r but be ihkt as it may, it fs manifeft, that 
there is not one in i thoufand that drinks fourfcore 
ounces i and fo fair is it feoin matter of fa£l, that 
maladies increaie, or grow worfe and worfe, by drink- 
ing too final! a quantity, that it is thought the wa- 
fer's hav^ hid a/very (atisfaCtory effeft, without feeing 
tny.difordecs, as^ they law in times pad, w|ien it was a 
general rand ftaiiding ruie-for patknts to drink fo long 
as their ftomachs would bear it ; and that rule fubfift- 
cd till about twelve or thirteen years ago. Howe- 
ver, fince then, that cuftom has been totally aboliih- 
ed : and fince their patients have taken more time 
for ^kinking the £ime quantity, they do not find half 
thofe inconvenieiicies attending the drinking dfthe 
waters, as accompanied them iu former times; and, 
inihon, they -meet with none now, but what proceed 
from the maladies themfelves which their patients 
labour under, or from their being too much expofed 
to the iaclemencies of the weather ; or from mifcon- 
- ' .... r ' .:" . .H 4 - • ' ^^^f 
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dud, nol only in the re^men which thej ought, to 
obfenrc, bat in their manner or method like^ife in 
the life of the waters. 

The gentleman above mentioned^ who bj accident 
joined the company, rendered himfelf fo very accept 
table to them by his converfation> that they regret^- 
ted, as it were, their misfortune, in not being acqujunt- 
ed with him ibbner. He was extremely l^nevofent 
and complaifant ; they diicovered at lajft that he w^a? 
the bailiff of the provmce» where he ufiially refided; 
he (eemed to be a gendeman of very good undcr- 
ilanding, and fond of making his refearches into di« 
beauties both of nature and art. He.Mi^as accpmpa- 
nicd by a very agreeable lady, who. (as he; immtdir 
«dy gave them to underl^an3j w^ bi^^ ^i^r f^^ 
fear they fliduld miftake her ibr hia cjaughtcr; Ac- 
cording to all outward appearanQ^ they judged h^ 
to be forty ot at leaft. thirty years yQangec than him- 
felf. They fecretly imagined, .as his coafort had 
fiich a janguiih jog. look, tlmV&& nrould in -her otra 
heart J^avQ ^proved much better of a mail ofmoTt 
vigqur and fpirit, than one offfo much deep penetra^ 
tion^ She- was extremoly wdldr^cd»and hd: huf* 
band feemed fond of her to exceis. He had brou^t 
her to the Geronftere fountain, with much the fam6 
view, they prefumed, as fonoe ladies viiit the nymph 
«t the Sauveniere Spring, fU]d.pay.hertl|e tribute of 
dev^^ion. It was plain he .was io^htyv ^defirbus of 
her drinking as large a quantity •as hecifbmacbcintid 
bear, ^r. he. obliged her to ddnk at learft: fourteen 
large glafles every day to no purpofe, as he, for his 
own part, never failed to drink (ixteen. As the com- 
pany were a littlf waggiftly i^dvoi^i* .they told -a 
thoufand little pleaiing Qon^ applicable to the occa- 

iion> 
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ion, when they were at a proper diftance from thiar 
mifmatcHed couple. The count took the liberty to 
afk the lady what was her ailment, that induced her 
to drink fo large a quantity of water. This fly quef- 
tion was put to give them a fair opportunity to laugh 
at her old hufband without an. affront. The quefti- 
on was looked upon as no ways unpolite, or uncivil, 
for eviery one at the Spa has an equal right and ti- 
tle to inake interrogatories, without the leaft referve. 
They gave their difcourfe, however, another turn di- 
redlly, leit they ihould create any fecret uneafinefs in 
the lajiy j or left, indeed, they fhould offend the gen- 
tleman, who, in all other refpefts, was a man of me- 
lit^ and an a^eeable companion. 

As the company was upon their departure from 
the Spa, and had no intentions to vifit the Geronftere 
^ring any more that feafpn, they all went up to the * 
fpring to make their proper acknowledgements to 
the female waiters, who attended on them whilft 
they drank the waters. Such cafual donations are 
all the wages they have ; and as they durft not afk, 
they are never altogether neglected, though fome.give 
more, and fome lefsj and, to do them juftice, they 
defer ve their little perquifites for their induftry and 
care, iince they are obliged to attend in order to keep 
every thing neat and clean, from four o'clock in the 
morning till ten, for the more commodious fervice of 
thofe who drink the waters. However, they: de- 
mand nothing, as I obferyed before, but are content- 
ed, be the benefaction more or lefs : they are confi- 
dered, indeed, for the moft part, ill proportion, to the 
trouble they have had with ftrs^ngeris.at the foiin tain, 
fome being more conftant vifiters than others. Thefe 
H S free- 
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fiee-gifts therefore are various ; {bme ^ve them a 
crown, odiers two ; and their moil generous bene-* 
&dors win exceed that fum. There are fome rich* 
aTaiicious water-drinkers, however, that are not a^ 
fham&^t when they quit the premifes, to tip them on- 
ly a IhiUing, or two at moft ; but then their mggaid- 
Ij tempers are (cored down, and ever remembered 
at the Spa; where, as it is cuftomary in other places, 
they make a judgment of mens generofity by fiich 
triYial and petty adions. Such, however, who are 
more bountiful than ufual, or even thofe whofe pre* 
felts are only genteel, are Aire of meeting not only 
with the thanks, but the numberlefs bleillngs of thofe 
female attendants. 

The company returned from thence to the Spa^ 
where they paid their farewel-vifits to fuch ftrangers 
as they had contraQed any acquaintance with : thefe 
compliments are made without any great fatigue, for 
moft of fuch cafual friends are either adtually gone 
abroad, or otherwife denied: all the ceremony, there- 
fore, confifts in only leaving their cards, and the re- 
turns are paid in the fame manner ; and the fare* 
wels or adieus, that are perfonally taken, are either 
at the aflemblies, the walks, or thofe places where 
they take their lafl dinner. Thefe final compliments 
are generally attended, by both parties, with all the 
marks or teflimonies of the fincerefl friendfhip and re- 
iped, and with the utmofl relu6tance for their mutu- 
^ feparation, notwithflanding the fhortnefs of the 
time that they have been thus cafually acquainted. 
Upon their return to their apartments they found 
« brace of Capuchins in attendance, in order to take 
their leave^ with their warmeft wifhes for their return 

the 
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the enfuing (eafon, and a happy continuance of health, 
throi^ the virtues of the'tr waters. This vifit is ai- 
fira/s punSualljr paid to ^very geHtiecnany that he 
may not. be &rgetful of his cbaritable intentions^ 
On the arrival of every > gentleman, dip^e Capuchins 
take care to pay him their refpeds, and welcome him 
to the Spa I and he,. on the other hand,, promifes to 
have them in remembrance; and they very (eldom 
fail of carrying home to their fyndic fome valuabfe 
benefaction. As foon as ever they were gone, one 
firoHed into the town one way, and another into the 
other, in order to purchafe fbme few little trifles, 
which are generally referved to the lafl moment. 

After dinner, but before they went to the aflem- 
blj, thej paid fome particular viiits» where the life 
of the Spa. was the principal topic of their conver- 
fation« There . they . recojieflcd all the i^rious a- 
mufements they had been partakers of, and. touched 
lipon the &tigues tbsLt attended, their lad adiei;(s, when 
they had negieded to pay thofe ufual compliments 
for two or three days before-hand. After this their 
difcourfe turned on the multitude of articles that 
were neceifary to be difpatched before they quitted 
the town: h^e they made fome curious animadver- 
fions on the ezpences which ufually attendl^ a viiit 
^o the Spa, during the Tea&n, and tbefr curiofity 
carried them fo far as to make a fair and anpartial 
calculation. Though- it was altogether impofUl^ 
to fettle and adjufl fO nice a point to any exa^ fum, 
becaufe the company are not equally numerous eve- 
ry feifon, and becaufe all people are not equally ex- 
penfiv^ J they imiagined^ however, that upon an ave- 
rage, and a moderate computation; every gentleman^ 

with 
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with hts valet to attend him, and tke namber of fucb 
msare vifitecs^ one. feafon with atiodiei'^^ii^r- fi^if 
dctennmcd» anexaGt veduatioft eooQgh mighc b^ m^ldif 
of .tfaeneceffiury diibaEfenents ^at the Spaj inc(>^ 
what cr cry . gentleman "vsiip thinks of 'going either/ 
cither foe the lecoveiy of his health, or bardy for 
his ple^ur^y. muft exped to expend, if he ^ continues 
thete daring the feafon. According to their eftima- 
tbn^ the bill for the day and night ftopd thus : 



J 


SkiUidgsL 




3 


For chocolate 


ok 


For his dinner 


3h 


For his fopper - * - 


« 


For a bottle of wme • 


•^aa 


For a faorfe, or pkce in ^any of the 




machines * '' "* 


■2 


Lod^gs and diet for Ins vglet 


-ah 



In the whofet fizteen HdllbgSy or dght francks, ac^ 
corBi^ to the cnnent money at Liege> maidag ten 
French liYres^ or fere florins, Dutch money; the 
courfe of exchange of Liege filvercoin into French 
iilver being om the footmg from four to fivej ib that 
four fous, or four francks of Liege, are worth five 
of France. . And with refpefl to the Dutch coin, the 
exchange runs as eight to five; that is to iay, eight 
French ious, or eight francks of Liege money, are 
worth five fous, or five florins in Dutch coin. Note, 
The EngUflx guinea will make thfrty-eight ikil- 

ling«. . . ' '''' 
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The above articles include only fu'clx difburfemcnti 
as areabfoluteljheceflaryj'in kmodeft waj j'Yorex- 
pences vary verj cbnfiderably, according to the man- 
heV and ^rtodeur in which a gentleman is inclined "to 
make his appearance al the Spa. Such ajs are regard- 
lefs of what they expend, may be fupplied with lodg- 
ings that will ftand them in fix or feven (killings per 
diem. Thofe who are more frugally di(po fed, how- 
ever, rhay prbcure decent iapartraents for two t^xl^* 
lings. * They may be ferved with (bme wines, like- 
Wilib, for fifteen foiis /#r bottle, and with others for 
Sfty ; and with much the fame difference in other ar- 
ticles in point of eating or drinking. As to princes, 
and other illuftrious perfonages, who hire whole ho- 
tels, and keep their own tables, their expences are 
fliicable to their rank and dignity, and are regula- 
ted according to their own will and pleafure. Thus, 
as we obfbrved before, their calculation was made at 
fuch a low and moderate rate, as mofl people who 
vifit the Spa are generally accuftomed to. 

The number of gentlemen who refided at the Spa 
this year amounted to between five and fix hundred. 
Let us fuppofe, therefore, one year with another, 
the number to be five hundred only, with a like num- 
ber of dodieflics, tho' the latter are for the moil part, 
much more numerous. Some of thefe vifiters refide 
here no more than three weeks only, it is true, and 
fometimes not above a fortnight; but then there are 
others who are refidcnt for four months fucceffively: 
the generality, however, tarry fix weeks or a month. 
Let us fuppofe then, that, one with another, every 
gentleman remains on the fpot for fifty days only, 

and 
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and v^e ihall find the ezpences amount to two hsa*^ 
dred thoufand fra^cks, the current coin of Liege. 

Thefe dilburfements, it muft be cpnilidered, are 
only foe bare necei|(aries ; for one half at leaft of thofe 
who vifit the Spa^ frequent the affeniblies, where, 
notwithftanding they pay indeed for nothing but 
their cards> no lefs than two (killings a head can be 
reckoned for all thofe who fpend the evening there: 
gentlemen likewife pay four (killings a-piece for their 
admittance to the balls there, and five at the theatre* 
Let us fuppofe then, one half bf them' only pay no 
more than two (killings and fixpence each fer diem 
for thofe articles, the produce will amount to fifte^a 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty-five francks. 

To proceed— There is no one that vifits the Spat 
even the valets, but who purchafes (bme trinkets o$ 
toys, of one kind or another; either toilettes, fnuiP 
bozes, necklaces, dials, canes, &c. Thefe little 
purchafes amount at leafl, among gentlemen^ to no 
lefs than twenty francks, one with another ; the d^^^ 
burfcments on which account will amount to the 
fum of ten thoufand francks j to which muft be ad- 
ded as much more for toys of the like nature, which 
are exported to foreign countries by commifEon, or 
fent abroad by the merchants. 

The article of wafhing only cannot amount to IcCa 
than fix thoufand two hundred and fifty francks,. at 
five fous only for a gentleman and his fervant ; and 
that is the loweft that can be fuppofed to anfwer that 
unavoidable article. 

There are moreover a prodigious quantity of bot- 
tles of Pouhon-water exported annually into foreign 
countries, the number whereof fometimes ampunts 

to 
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to one Hundred and fifty thoufand, but never lefs than 
>n hundred ' thouiand. , Every bottle is valued at fix 
(bus, one whereof goes for the duty, or fealing. 
Tills article amounts to five thoufan4 francks, and five 
ibus for the bottle ; and othec little accelTaries, which 
amount to twenty-five thousand francks. 

Now, all the above mentioned articles put toge- 
tlier, the fum tptal will amount to two hundred fe- 
venty-one thoufand eight h\indred and ieventy francks, 
cxclufive of wlia.t is occafionally given to, or laid out 
with, phyficians,' furgeoiis, .apothecaries, turners, 
l>obkfellef s, barbers, taylors, fHoemakers, Capuchins, 
attendants at the feveral fountains, news-carriers, &c- 
of which no exad valuation can poflibly be made, 
becaufe thefe articles vary infinitely, according to 
the peculiar neceffities of the party concerned, or in- 
deed according to the generous tempers or difpofiti- 
ons of the refpeftive patients. Thefe different ar- 
ticles, however, when added to the preceding expen- 
Ces, will raife the annual difburfements at the Spa to 
above three hundred thoufand francks ^ out of which 
fum one moiety muft be difcounted for what has been 
a^ually laid out, in bottles, herbs, corn, cattle, wine, 
&c. &c. with which the inhabitants are wholly fup- 
plied, either from the country about Liege, or the 
Ardenna. .... 

The above-mentioned fum, on the footing of a 
reduction of Liege filver coin to that of France, that 
is to fay, from four to five at par, would produce 
three hundred feventy-five thoufand French livres; 
and on the footing of eight to five at par, would a- 
mount to one hundred eighty-feven thoufand five 

hundred Dutch florins. 

However, 
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However, as all the fpecics are not adjufted by* 
reduction at par, it is welt worth while to obferve 
the price or valuation of thofe that are the moft cur- 
rent in this country ; and for fo doin^, you muft con- 
fider, that one (killing is worth, or will pafs for ten 
fous } and two (killings make a franck,. w^bich is like* 
v/ife called a Brabant florin, which is an ima^nary 
or an ideal valuation only : the ducat goes ctinent 
for (eventeen (killings, or eight florins ai;d ten fous; 
the guinea and louis-d'or are valued at nineteen 
francks, or eight-and- thirty (killings; the new crown 
pieces pafs for a fourth part of the laft mentioned 
fum ; and a Caroline will pafs for nineteen francks 
and an half; or thirty-nine (killings. 
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HOBGOBLIN at the SPA, 

A NOVEL. 



AP A R T V of pleafure, confifting of a coun- 
fellor, a baron» and a marquis, my kdy***, 
and two others, her female companions, having feat* 
cd themielves in a Itttie commodious arbour, eredled 
in the meadow adjoining to the.ffcven o'clock walk at 
the Spa, with a view only of taking the air, and pro- 
moting a little innocent converfation ; fays the coun- 
cilor with a /mile, tothehdy***^ Have you heard, 
pray, madam, of the hobgoblin who has haunted a 
young female viiionary, lately, and thrown her into 
fits ? To which my lady replied, I havQ not only 
heard the tale, fir, but have Calked ferioufly with the 
poor harmlefs girl upon the topic, tSte a tete. She 
is a weak, bigotted creature j a viiionary that fcarce- 
I7 knows what Ae fays. However, methinks it is a 
thoufand pities the girlfhould bq fo unmercifully ter- 
rified ; for to do her juf]:ice, 1 mufl acknowledge that 
ihe is handfome enough in confciencje;, and no idiot 
neither. From what you have faid, madam, replied 
the counfellor, I mufl naturally infer, that you have 
not faith enough to believe the flory to be a real mat- 
ter of fadl. . . . Not one tittle of it, faid the lady~and 
i\ is my firm perfuafion, thatthe poor wjench is ci- 
ther 
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tbtr touched in licr head, or elfe a fittle heart-iick; 
ibr diefc kinds of hobgoblins are too frequently no* 
thiif but empty idle tales, calculated onlj for the 
oonoealment of Ibme illicit amorous adventures. I 
find, faid the counfellor, jour ladyflup is not over cre- 
dttkms. There are two of mj intimate acquaintance, 
however, who, though as confirmed unbelievers as 
jourfelf in moft adventures of this nature, have adhi- 
ally attefted this to be real fad; and, moreover, 
were eye-witnefies of the whole affair. They are 
two Dutch officers, who were never fufpefted of be- 
ing enthufiaftically inclined. I had the ftory from one 
of their own mouths. 

The other two ladies, who cbnftitnted part of the 
company, begged of. the counfeKor to let them into 
.the fecret, fince he had fo diCputable a voucher for 
. the truth ofk: and accordingly he told it in the moH 
agreeable manner, with fuch a variety of ludicroui 
incidents as rendered it perfe^ly entertaining. 

As you have feett, my kdy, (fays he) the girl, and 
have converged with her ; and as you have already 
paffed your- word for it, that fhe is both young and 
handfome ; perhaps I may be deemed fomewhat im- 
pertinent in making the very fame remark ; but it is 
abfolutelyncceflary in this cafe, as it is one oftheef- 
fential articles -of my myfterious ftbry : for as it is a 
ftanding OKudm that all heroines (hould be* beauties, 
fo fueh hobgoblms as mine feldoni vifit or torment 
the old or the ugly : neithfer has the young vifionary, 
to do her juftice, the character of being over fuperfti- 
tious herfelf ; neither does the girl' feem to be one of 
fuch an amorous caft, as to be an adtrefs' in fuch a 
farce, with the artful view only^f coiictaling an Illi- 
cit 



AT THE SPA. i6s 

cit mtrigue. She is fprightty enough, gay and airjr, 
and^as never charged with levity or want of com- 
mon difcrction. It is now near a year fmce fhe loft 
her mother, and at prcfent (he is her father's fole 
houfe-keeper, to whofe care and condud all his do- 
meftic affairs are entirely btrufted. Their houfc, for 
the generality, was full of lodgers; but fince two fa- 
milies have lately changed their quarters, who had 
lived with them from their Hrft entrance upon the 
premifes, their lodgers were reduced to the number 
of ilx only, viz. two ladies and their waiting-woman, 
two Dutch officers, and a monk, whofe name and pe* 
culiar habit I ihall purpofely fupprefs, as being un- 
ivilling to caft any odious reflexions on his orders 
Now all thefe in general were eye-witneffes of thi« 
tremendous apparition. . 

For five or fix nights fucceflivel/ this our young 
viiionary was fo harafled and tormented in the night* 
that fhe could not get one wink of reft. She declar- 
ed, that at fundry times fhe plainly perceived the bed* 
clothes gradually dragging from off the bed, and that 
fomething extremely heavy threw itfelf down upon 
them. At firft, fhe only imagined it to be the houfe- 
dog that had changed his quarters, as her room was 
contiguous to the kitchen. Under this notion, fhe cal-* 
led out, Poor Caefar I and attempted to ftroke him ; but 
the devil knew his diftance, and did not think proper 
to be treated in fo familiar a manner. Provoked at 
laft, with being too often thus molefted, fhe took up 
a large brufh that always hung by her bed-lide, and 
endeavoured to chaftife him for his infolence; but in 
the attempt fhe either faw, or imagined fhe^ faw, fuch 
a flafh of lightening, as filled the whole room at once, 

and 
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ukI fo far terrified lier, as to make her throw afidc 
her weapon ; and jQiriekiDg out at the (ame time as 
&e covered her face with the flieet, the hobgoblin va- 
niibed in an inftant. Every one to whom (he related 
tUs idle ftory perfedly laughed at her, and told her it 
was nothing but a dream, or that (he had been vifited 
by the night-niarc. Others were of opmion that it 
m^ be one of the houfe-cats, whofe eyes, in a ve- 
ly daric night, (parUe brighter than at any other time. 
Our youi^ boiuty, however, peremptorily inMed» 
tint whether flie was awake or afkep, the object that 
fo terrified her was no cat, flie would take her oath 
on it i for it was too big and heavy for fo fmall an a- 
niiiial. In ibort, fhe was raillied (o feverely upon it 
by die whole houfe, that their inceffant jokes made 
Ae poor girl at laft, to pve into their fentiments, 
famgh at die phantom herfelf, and to take it for grant- 
ed, that the odd event was nothing more than the re- 
inlt of a frightfut dream. 

The night following, however, the hobgoblin made 
its appearance again, but in a more fhocking and tre- 
mendous figure. She perceived herfelf to be roufed 
out of her reverie by a gentle jog. She imagmed 
alfo that ihe felt a hand in her bed ; but raihly at- 
tempted to give a check to its indecent freedoms, /be 
found her bed feemingly all in a flame, which ibruck 
her with an inexpreffible terror. However, fhutting 
her eyes, fhe crofled herfelf, like a true catholic, o- 
ver and over, which extinguiihed the light, though it 
had not influence enough to drive the hobgoblin into 
the Red-fea. The invifible hand began once more its 
irregular motions, and ieemed more rude and indecent 
than before ; upon which the girl, opening her eyes, 

faw 
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ikw diredlly a large crofs at the foot of the bed, which 
appeared all in flames, with frightful charadters upon 
It, which ihe vainly imagined was fome magical incan- 
tation. Such was the panic ihe was m at this hide- 
ous fight, that ihe had no power tofpeak: and in cafe 
flie could have hadprefence of mind fo far as to have 
made the leaft exclamation, flie durft not do it j be- 
caufe underneath the image of the bleifed Virgin that 
ftood by tKe crofs, Ihe read, in luminous diftind cha- 
racters, the following pofitive prohibition. Be si- 
iENT. — Had this been nothing more than the bare 
force of fancy, it muft be aUowed, that the girl could 
not jufUy be blamed for being extremely terrified and 
aifedted ; but this was the prologue only to the farce, 
and but a trifle to what Ae faw afterwards. Not 
prefutiiing, therefore, to cry out, flie recolleaed eve- 
ry prayer that ihe had learned from her infancy, and 
called upon a legion of faints for their immediate aid 
and affiftance, and made them vows in plenty. 
There was no kind of pilgrimage but what flie promifed 
to perform : and forgetting, in her fright and confufi- 
<>n, that her head had been all this time buried under the 
bed-clothes, Ihe afcribed that darknefs to her vows, 
which was the natural refult only of her ihutting her 
eyes. However, when ihe aduaUy ventured to open 
them, the fright aJmoil deprived her of her fenfes; 
for ihe iaw a hideous phantom (landing upright on 
one fide of the bed, the head whereof almoft touched 
the cieJing. The arms of this monflrous hobgobh'n 
were extended in the form of a crofs, and a glory ap- 
peared vifibleihining rQund its head; but what was 
Hill more iHocking, if poffible, than all the reft, this 
fpeftre feemed to have feveral hands: one of which 

llretchcd 
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fbetched out a finger, as a tacit charge to lier not to 
cry out, whilft another was bufy about the bed- 
doathsy the phantom all the time appearing in the 
form of a crucifix. A fpedacle fo fupernaturai, 
feeraed to the poor affrighted virgin liothihg left than 
a cdeilial viiion ; and miftaking the hobgoblin for an 
angel of light, flie fummoned up all her courage, got 
out of bed, and fell upon her knees. In an infhnt 
Ihe found herfelf carefled with fuch ardour by the ap- 
parition, that (he imagined herfelf utterly ruined and 
midone. The phantom's carefTes were (b warm, 
and fo unlike thofe of a fpiritual nature, that ihe ufed 
her utmoft endeavours for fbme rime to difengage 
herfelf; but finding that her ftrength began to fail 
her, fhe refolved to alarm the houfe, and cry aloud 
for immediate aid and afTiftance. Her Ihrieks having 
awaked the ladies that lay in an adjacent chamber, 
they ordered their waiting-woman to enquire what 
was the matter. Their attendant peeping into the 
room, plainly perceived aphanfomall inflames, cafting 
out fire and fmoke, which in a deep and awful tone 
faid to her, Withdraw or thou dieft.— — Here ends 
the fecovsfi.on, or aQ:, of our farce. 

You may eafily, ladies, form an idea, faid the coun- 
fellor, of the alarm and terror which this diftra^t/ng 
ftory fpread in an inftant all over the houfe. The 
ladies called aloud for help, but not a folil came near 
them. The father was fall: afleep, and lay in a re- 
mote part of the houfe, and the two Dutch ofiicers 
happened not to be at home thait night, having been 
obliged to pay a vifit at Viviers a fmall village at a 
confiderable'difhince from the'Spa. As foon* as it was 
[ day- break, the girl jumped out of bed, ^Imoil frigh- 
t«ned to' death, ran down to her father, and rela- 
ted 
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lated to him every individual circumilance of the 
whole affair. The ladie«» when they went down to 
breakfaft in tliie parlour, called for the landlord, 
difeharged honourabljf ^.11 their arrears, and went im- 
mediately in qiiefll of frefh quarters. The father, by 
woeful experience finding that this hobgoblin war 
likely to difgrace, as weU as ruin him, threatened his 
daughter very feverely, and ftigmatized her with the 
odious appellation of a vifionary and an enthu- 
fiaft. The ladies indeed impartially took the girPs 
part, and their attendant fwore point-blank that the 
houie was haunted, and chat too by a devil of the 
darkeft order. The monk, who was a lodger in the 
houfe, confirmed the vifion, not only by experience, 
but by divers inftances of the like nature, fufficientiy 
convincing. 

You are fenfible, ladies, that thofe brown-coat to- 
cufts have a thoufand (lories of the like kind at their 
fingers ends, and not one in fifty of 'them will difpute 
the validity of an apparition : Thofe in particular of 
that nionk's order, at leaft, never would ; for their 
thoughts are naturally inclined that way, through 
partiality, fince the eftablifhment of their richeft reli- 
gious boufes is built on the celeilial vifions of their) 
bigotted founder. 

The article at preicnt in queftion was, what (brt 
of a vifion this of the girl's was, and how it was with 
moft certainty and fatisfaftion to be explained. 
The monk aflured them (as if he had been aperfoa 
actually infpired) that this efiTulgent phantom was 
the foul of the girFs deceafed mother, which being 
detained in purgatory, was crept out to implore pro-, 
per aid and afiiftance ; and that> if he might be fo 
Vol. n. I free 
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free as to enteipofe his advice, the father and his 
friends ought, in pomt of Chriftian charity, to pur- 
chafe proper prayers and mafles for her relief: and 
in givii^ them that opinion, he frankly offered his 
ovm, and thofe of his order, without any gratuity or 
confiderationwhatfbeTerj whereupon they made their 
sipplicsction to the Capuchins, who, one and all, (aid 
mais for the deceaied matron, on Co folenm and Co 
extraordinary an occafion. 

However, notwithftanding all that the girl's father, 
the landlord of the houfe, could fay or do in this cri- 
tical affair, the ladies were refolutely bent to quit 
the premifes, but were prevailed on indeed, by his 
earneft intreaties, never to mention the real caufe of 
their fudden departure, in order that no odium or dif- 
grace might attend either him or his houfe, through 
their means. On the other hand, the daugbter, our 
viiionary, could not be prevailed on by any perfuali- 
ons whatfoever to lie alone any longer, and by dint 
of large promifes, over-perfuaded ope of her father's 
maids to become her bed-fellow ; neither was that 
favour complied with till the holy monk had ianctifi- 
ed the room, and faid a long train of prayers, fnita- 
ble to fo folemn an occafion, in the prefence of the 
landlord. 

Notwithflanding all this religious apparatus, the 
flaming crofs, in the dead of the night, was as vilible 
as ever. The poor innocent fervant was terrified be- 
yond meafure ; and though ihe could not fay that the 
hobgoblin made any attempt to approach their bed, 
(he declared (he had feen much more than was any 
ways agreeable; that (he would He there no more; 
and that if they made any difpute, fhe was ready to 

quit 



AT THE SPA. 171 

quit her fervice. The monk made a merit of the 
fpedtre^s keeping at a due diftance, as if that modeft 
deportment was occailooed by the influence and efied: 
of his fanguine and repeated prayers. The father 
and the monk ordered the mafTes to be renewed^ and 
they mutually ient to Liege for afliftance on fo ur- 
gent an occafion, from divers convents erected in that 
populous city. The monk, for his part, was more 
fervent in his prayers than ordinary, and as foon as 
night caoie on, in a fandified manner, carried up a 
whole bafon-fuU of holy water, and therewith fprin- 
kJed every hole and corner of the haunted chamber. 
As the devil would have it, the hobgoblin laughed 
at the monk, and fet all his prayers at defiance. It 
was a fpirit that was both hatigh'ty and fullen, 
and difdained to have a fervant lie in that room 
which he vouchfafed to hojiour with bis prefence. 
The poor girl was alone; fuid as the hobgoblin had 
no affairs of any confequence to tranfadl with any one 
elfe in the houfe, he revifited her that ^ight, in a form 
niore tremendous and (hocking than ever. The cham^ . 
ber throughotut appeared. 2JI in a, bla^e, and orna«« 
rented, as it were, witb a great variety .of ^ttle luroi- . 
nous crofTes, with divers fm^l fcrips of writings and 
viiible charadlers, amoi^ .which the imports^nt pro- 
hibition of No &^ALLi ji6 1 was not only diftini£Uy> 
but frequently repeated. In the centre of the room 
To illuminated, the girl faw the hobgoblin, in a (low 
andfolemn pace, ftalking towards the bed in his. 
fliirt, all on fire. W^nen he was advanced as far at.: 
the curtains, he gently drew them.opep, and called 
hpr .by her name^ and cried. My dear angel, make room, w 
The poor maid before half dead with fear, percciv- 
1 z ing 
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ing tbe phantom preparing to get into bed to her» 
fcreamed Co load, that (he made tb<e w)iole haufe 
ring again. Eveij one heard, but not a foul would 
move> except the father ; and not he neither, till be 
bad armed himielf with a large load of relicpies 
wldch he had. borrowed of the Capuchins. Whe- 
ther the hobgobliin was feared at the f^ht of the re- 
liiquea, I will not prefume abfolutdj to determine : 
bat be that as it may, it vanifhed before the 
goKxl ma» eateied the room ; and there was nothing 
more: to be ifeen than a parcel of fmali croffes and 
icrawb in burning characters, even vlfible through a 
cloud of fmc4ie9 with which the whole chamber was 
filled. 

The father faw thofe fupematural illuminations^ 
and^ was «hnoft as much terri^ed as his daughter, who 
was half d^ead with lear. The. landlord thereupon 
ran* to the door of the monk'^ apartment, in order to 
implore his afliftance, and to conjure the hobgoblin 
to uiii>avel the myftevy of his nightly vifi^. Thefan6H- 
fied inpoftor bagged to be e^cufed, on account that 
conmon deoeficy, aod the' niles^ his' order, would 
not permit him to appear wkh6ut his canonicals ; be- 
fid^ one- ib mollified, and free firofti ail carnal appe- 
tites, as he wa?> could' not widiout blufhtng approach 
thei bed- of a virtuous virgin. With much perfu^on, 
however, he opened his door, and (eemed to fbrt, 
and ftand aftoniAed at the Aipematwal pfasenomena. 
He fall p«)flrate on tli^ floor, on feeing &dh a num- 
b«p of luminous croiies; and after a long train of 
prayers, which hishad at his tongue's end> and taall 
which hi» kadoid^ lor want of a clerk, faid An&en, 
he coajuned' the hobgoblin tamake his perfbnal ap- 
pearance. 
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pearance. The fpedre, however, knew better 
things : he did not want to be ezorcifed, and there- 
fore kept clofe behind the curtain. The pious monk 
a/cribed his ba/hfuinefs to the innate virtue of his 
white robe of xighteoufnefs, which at all times was 
duly qualified to make the devil tremble: whereupon^ 
the better to keep up his imaginary dignity, he con- 
cluded, that the hobgoblin was fonle evil fpirit that 
had transformed him^lf into an angel of light, one of 
thofe genii, generally diftinguilhed by the title of In- 
cubulTes and Succubuifes, by the too credulous an* 
tients. 

During all thefe romantic rites and ceremonies, the 
poor girl lay in a trance, as motionlefs as a Ihitue. 
Her father ran down into his vault to fetch a bottle 
of wine, in order to bring his daughter to life again ; 
and the monk charged him not to forget bringing at 
the (ame time a confecrated taper, for the tracing 
with greater eafe the footfteps of the prefumptuous 
apparation. 

No fooner was the candle brought, but all the lu- 
minous CToiTes and the artificial fcrawls inftantaneouf^ 
ly difappeared. The daughter too recovered from 
her fit, and gave a full and circumftantial account of 
the fiery virion, with all that dread and horror, which 
nothing b.ut the real truth could poflibly infpire. 
The fanfttfied hypocrite, in order to confole her, ac- 
quainted her with the fecret virtues of her father's 
confecrated taper. After that, he ordered his land- 
lord to place his light upon the ftair-cafe ; which, 
when done, all the luminous croifes in the chamber 
were as vifible as before. They read, moreover, up- 

I 3 OB 
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on the chimney-piece, in very legible charadters, the 
following prohibition, " Hence, ye profane !" 

The monk demonftrated from thence, beyond all 
contradidtion, that fo peremptory a charge could have 
a reference to no body but his landlord, who in all 
probability would have withdrawn, had not he ob- 
ferved fome luminous fparks upon the monk's habit, 
when the candfe was fct upon the ftair-cafe. The 
landlord being thus under fo many indifpenfible obliga- 
tions to the monk, trembled, left the holy manfhould be 
ezpofed to any danger : neither would he leave him 
idone, notwithflanding the great confidence which 
the monk paid to the holy frock which he had put 
on upon this emergent occafion. However, all thofe 
terrors vanifhed at once, by a few formal fprinklings of 
his confecrated water. He and his landlord fpent the 
remainder of the night together; and the latter, to 
whom thofe fupernatural lights began to grow a little 
familiar, removed the confecrated taper from the 
room to the ftair-cafe feveral times, in order to com- 
fort himfelf under all his afHidilons, with ftanding afto- 
niihed at its fupernatural and invincible virtues. Day 
broke at laft, and every illumination was inftantly 
extingui/hed. The monk took his leave of the land- 
lord in order to fay his matins, and never returned 
till noon. 

The Dutch officers, who were returned thf night 
before from Viviers, and heartily tired, as it was not 
only a long, but a rough journey, had no adequate 
idea of the noife and confuiion that had happened in 
their abfence. The landlord himfelf ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to conceal the difturbance from them, 
left they fliould leave his houfe, as the ladies had 

dooe 
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done before them : but ill news flies apace, and they 
were foon acquainted with the diftradtions and ter- 
rors of the nights paft. The diforder, which they vi- 
fibly perceived the next morning, that the poor girl 
was in, rouzed their curiofity, and induced them to 
aik her a thoufand queflions. The odd and frightful 
adventures that had paiTed had made fo ftrong an im- 
preflion on her mind, that ihe very ingenuoufly com- 
municated the whole (ecret to them, without the leaft 
leferve, notwithftanding all her father's precautions, 
and the luminous prohibitions. Happy was it for her, 
that the prefence of the officeis prevented her father 
from chaftiling her with that feverity, which other- 
wife, in aJI probability, he would have done, for re- 
vealing the important fecret. Thofe gentlemen, per- 
ceiving their landlord nettled at her innocent difco- 
very, not only promifed him, upon their honour, 
that they would not leave his houfe, but aflur^d him, 
on the contrary, that they would ufe their utmoft en- 
deavours to find out the truth of this fliameful impof- 
tBTe, and fight that audacious devil at his own wea- 
pons. His anger being thus perfectly appeafed, the 
gentlemen took him afide, and aiked him a hundred 
queftions, which would have been indecent to have 
mentioned before his pretty daughter. They imagin- 
edy by thus crofs-examining the father, that there 
was a fnake in the grafs; that the monk was at the 
bottom of this infernal vagary; and that all the fuper- 
natural phasnomena, which their landlord and his 
daughter had been eye-witnefles of, were nothing but 
mere illufions. 

Young officers, .and thofe too of the proteftant 

clafs, are as little apt to be over-credulous as my la- 

I 4 ^h 
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dv, in regard to apparitions. They were conduced 
accordingly to the young maiden's apartment, and 
Ihewn the feveral places where thofe illuminations 
and hideous phantoms had made their appearance. 
There they plainly dilcerned the footfteps or traces 
of the various croffes, and the whimfical charafters 
which had made the feveral images, the tapeftry, and 
ibrae of the other furniture of the room, very fenli- 
bJy ixnell of fmoke. This difcovery plainly indica- 
ted that th« girl's vifion was real. Thefe inconteft- 
able evidences, however, had a quite different efFeft; 
for the landlord, having firft treated his daughter as 
a vifionary, became as violent an enthuftafl, and as 
fuperflitious, if not more fb, than his daughter, and 
Teemed highly offended at the too apparent incredu- 
lity of his lodgers. Their fufpicions were, howe- 
ver, greatly confirmed, by the infcription on the 
chimney-piece ; the luminous (parks that were fcea 
on the monk's frock ; and by the inflantaneous d'tf- 
appearance of thofe luminous chara£ters, upon the 
iatrodu£tion of the confecrated taper, Our Dutch 
officers, pretending to give into the fentiments of 
their too credulous landlord, begged the favour of 
having a fi^t of that miraculous confecrated taper. 
He withdrew immediately to fetch it, but hung hia 
head with fhame when he was fully convinced, that 
10 his hurry and confufion he had made ufe of no o- 
ther light than a common candle. The officers 
laughed heartily at their landlord's grofs miftake^ 
ajnd by thatcafual event thought they fmelt a rat; 
and were fo frank and ingenuous, notwithflanding 
all his previous marks of refentment, to acquaint 
him with the juft grounds they had for fufpedting 

the 
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the whole to be nothing more than a grofs and infa- 
mous impofture. They agreed with him, that the 
terror and amazement which his daughter was in at 
fuch an odd and uncoipmon occurrence, was a fufHci- 
«nt teftimony rfiat flie had no hand in the plot. 

The landlord was perfedUy confounded, and in- 
genuouOy enough acquiefced in what the gendemen 
advanced, namely, that by the principles of the re- 
ligion which he himfelf profeffed, no fuch vifions 
could be the rcfult of his late wife's foul being ef- 
caped out of purgatory; and that it was not only 
ridiculous, but very abfurd, to imagine that a fond 
and indulgent mother would make it her bufinefs to 
come from another world, with no other view than to 
torment and terrify an innocent, dutiful, and virtuous 
daughter j and moreover, flioiild be guilty of fuch 
indecencies as the girl coraplafned of. Thefe judici- 
ous remarks of the impartfai officers reduced the fa- 
ther to bis original ftate of incredulity, and prompt- 
ed him to beg their farther aid and affiftance in pe- 
netrating into the depth of this myftery of iniquity ; 
the difcovery whereof was a concern, to him at leaJft, 
of the utmoft importance. 

We come now, ladies, faid the coun/bllor, to the 
qataftrophe of this Infernal farce ; and I am of opi- 
nion, every lady and gendeman. here in company can 
guefs how it will turn out. Indeed, fir, faid one of 
the young ladies, I cannot tell, in reality, what wijl 
be the ilTue ; but the account of thofe fupernatural 
lights and ftrange appearances feems to intimate, that 
the whole affair is nothing more than a juggling trick 
of natural magic. • Another lady gave into the fame 
featiments. If then it is a piece of conjuration, faid 

my 
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my lady, my life for it the phantom proves a white 
one; and I flirewdly fufpedt that the monk, notwith- 
ilanding his fandified white frock, had a finger in 
thepye. All is not gold that glitters; neither are 
all monks fuch holy and harmlefs creatures as fonie 
of them appear to he. 

My lady, faid the counfellor with a fmile, is a lit- 
tle too (evere and (arcaflical, and flicks too dofe to 
the ikirts of our poor monk; and I heartily wifh» 
that the unravelling this intricate affair will make 
her entertain a more charitable opinion of them for 
the future. I very much quefHon it, faid my lady 
♦•*. but the old vulgar proverb fays, the proof of 
the pudding lies in the eating. After this ihort di- 
greffion the counfellor purfued the thread of bis dif- 
courfe. 

The two officers laid their heads together, form- 
ed a variety of fchemes, and concluded to try, in the 
firft place, one that was very plain and obvious ; and 
one, which, by very good fortune, anfwered their 
ends to all intents and purpofes. The proje6t was 
this, that their landlord fhould affume an air of de- 
jedtion, and feem perfe^ly difconfolate till this riddle 
was refolved ; that he fhould continue his maifes 
with feemingly a more ardent fham of devotion 
than ufual; that he fhould make his daughter lie in 
the apartment which the ladies and their waiting- 
woman had abandoned; that one of the officers 
ihould lie in the room in which the daughter had 
lain all along, whilft the other officer and the land- 
lord fhould wait to fee the iffue of the afi^ with 
patience irt the kitchen. All this contrivance be- 
tween the triumyirat? was to be kept an impenetra- 
ble 
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ble fecret ; the daughter herfelf had no mtimation of 
it till laft night, and not then neither, till the very 
moment appointed for her retirement. The part 
that {he was to a^ in this fcene was fo natural, that 
nothing could be more fo ; for the idea of the im- 
pending danger made her ihed a flood of tears all 
the evening long, and ihe could by no means be pre- 
vailed on to go to bed. She withdrew, however,, 
at laft into the empty apartment, and the officers 
puifued th^ plan. The landlord, the more artful- 
ly to conceal his miftruft, prevailed on the monk to 
renew his prayers at his daughter% chamber-door, 
and to fprinkle it plentifully with holy water. Af- 
ter this, all parties withdrew, and each of their can- 
dles was carefully put out. 

For two hours afterwards all things were as hu(h 
and ftill as pofllble : the officer who lay in the girl's 
bed, waited with impatience for his expected hobgob- 
lin. He began to fufpedt that the phantom was 
more afraid of him than of the holy water; when, 
all on a fudden, he heard the latch of the chamber- 
door lifted up as gently as poflible. He pretended 
to be in a found fleep ; and after the fpedtre had ta- 
ken three or four tours around the room, he plainly 
perceived a fomething, very buly about the bed- 
cloaths ; as he had wrapped hfmfelf fomewhat clofer 
than ordinary in them, he made more refiftance than 
the devil expelled : upon which> the fpe£lre, with a 
-feeming degree of modefty, withdrew. When he, 
found it at fome confiderable diftance from the bed, 
he peeped through the curtains, and faw the room 
all in a flame j a number ot luminous little croifes, 
and divers fcrawls in legible chars^dters of fire^ and 

to 
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to aggravate Ae fcenc of horror, a tall moHftrotw 
hobgoblin, vomiting out, dragon-like, both fire and 
fmoke. The officer afterwards ingenuoufij acknow- 
ledgedy that as mach as he was iniired to fire and 
fmoke, and as reibiute and intrepid as he imagined 
himfelf to be, he was perfe£tly ftartled at firft, and 
perceived an mvoluntarj check upon his fpirits: and 
it is very natural to fnppofe fuch a fet of frightful 
figures flrould, in fome degree, damp the courage of 
the mofl undaunted mortal ; becanfe true fortitude 
does not confift in totally extingurfliing all natural 
emotions of fSr, but in fubduing and overcoming 
them by a fuperior prefence of mind, and a pruden- 
tial condua. But, be that as it may, the hobgoblin 
(after having muttered a form of unmtelHgrble jar- 
gon in a hoarfe and mfcrnal tone) made a fecond 
advance towards the bed-fide. The officer, who 
watched every motion as narrowly as pofiible, em- 
bracing a favourable opportunity, threw a flrpifcnot, 
with great dexterity, x)ver the phantom's neck ; ^e 
end whereof he had carefully fattened to one of^e 
bed-pofts, and then drawing it clofe with all his 
flrength, brought the hobgoblin, down u|)On the 
floor ; and that very moment jumping out of bed, 
threw himfelf diredtly upon hini j and told him, if 
he would not fpeak, he would Kave the pleafure for 
once of ftrangling the devil. The fall of this hi- 
deous monfter was, in reality more fhocking than his 
figure; for it was accompanied, as it were, with 
lightening, and with an expiofion not unlike that of 
a piftol, which filled the chamber with fmoke. The 
officer, not in the leaft difconcerted, fluck as clofe 
to him as a leech, and held him fail by the throat ; 

for 
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for he found plain!/ enough, that he had only fleih 
und bones to ftruggle with. It is highly probable, 
h'kewife, that the phantom had not courage in pro- 
portion to the frightful figure he mftde ; for he ftrug- 
gled, with ail the ntight he had, to get out of the 
clutches of the officer ; but he kept fail hold, fwear- 
ing, as loud as he could bawl, that for once he was 
ftronger than the devil. 

At the noife they made between them, his bro- 
ther officer, accompanied by his landlord, bounced 
into the room with lights and fire-arcns, and difenga- 
ged this devil in mafquerade, from beneath the officer, 
as expeditioufiy as they could, out of a natural curio- 
fity to fee what fort of a devil they had to deal with: 
but how think you, ladies, were they (urprifed, when 
they came to find this fullen and obftiiiate hobgoblin 
was nothing more than the old lecherous monk, their 
fellow lodger, whofe mouth watered fo defperately 
at a young handfome maiden, that he had a^ed this 
infernal farce, in hopes to have regaled himfelf on fo 
delicious a morfel? 

The landlord, whofe eyes were now fufficiently 
opened, plainly perceiving the villainous and vicious 
intention of this wolf in ftieep's cloathing, flew into 
fuch a rage, that it was as much as the officers could 
do to keep him from laying hands on the impious 
impoftor. Is it then you, you old lecherous villain, 
cried the landlord, that have thus done your utmoft 
to ruin the reputation of my houfe, and deflower my 
only daughter ? You fhall die, you old goat you, 
you fhall. With that he flew upon him, and would 
have abfolutely demolifhed him. The impoflor, it 
is true, richly defer ved it: but the officers, who were 

as 
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fts merciful as they were valiant, prevented him from 
taking any further revenge, than barely bringing the 
old fellow to the ftool of repentance. 

This poor, mean-fpirited mifcreant, upon the diA 
covery, fell down upon his knees, and implored par- 
don for the outrageous iniquities he had been guilty 
of, and with tears in his eyes was as abjedt and mean 
in his fervile compliances, as any (inner under the 
load of fo many mortifying circumftances could pof- 
fibly be. He confefied, that his wicked intentions 
were to have debauched the young virgin, had his ar- 
tifice fucceeded according to his wiihes ; but inge« 
nuoully enough acknowledged, that he had raviihed 
her no otherwife than in imagination, and that he 
had loft, not only his peace of confcience, but all the 
trouble he had been at in perfonating an infernal fpi- 
rit. 

This fcene, which was the laft and the winding up 
of the farce, was in high talle, very diverting, and 
ftridlly conformable to all the fundamental laws of 
the ftage; becaufe the apparatus, which rendered 
the whole affair perfectly marvellous, and fo very 
formidable before the happy difcovery, when ftrip- 
ped of all its infernal glare, and feen behind the cur- 
tain, and without any terror, made a droll figure 
enough, and had fomething in it truly comical and 
burlefque. The monk, being a fellow at leait fix 
feet high, had clapped upon his head a kind of gre* 
nadier's cap, made of embofled paper, and thruft a 
kind of broom-ftick through the fleeves of his cano- 
nical habit, which, when fo extended, appeared in 
'the form of a large crofs. He threw a fhirt likewife 
over his coat, inflead of a furplice, and through the 

flits 
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flits of his pocketSy which lay under his arms, he 
thruft both his hands ; in one whereof he held a 
phial fiill o^ phofpborus fulguransy and in the other 
a phial filled ytith phofpborus fumansyhy the ailiflance 
whereof our canonical magician filled the poor girl's 
apartment with either lightening or fmoke, as beft 
fuited his intended incantation. Unlucky was it for 
this our hobgoblin in mafquerade, or rather a jufb 
judgment due to his demerits^ that he broke his phial 
oi pbofpborus fulgurans hy \i\^ ViXiQii^t&.'sd fall; and, 
as the violent agitation thereof had made ^he fire 
in it very fubtile, fine, and delicate, he burnt two fin- 
gers of his right hand in fo woful a manner, as that 
he never will be able, in all probability, to recover the 
ufe of them again. 

The two young officers were extremely defirous, 
that their landlord's daughter fhould have a fair in- 
terview with her night tormentor, in his droll drefs; 
which, indeed, was nothing more than an a£t of juf- 
tice, and an abfolutely necefTary precaution, in or- 
der not only to fettle and compofe her mind, which 
had been thus impioufly diflradted and diflurbed ; 
but to prevent all bad confequences for the future. 
The monk begged hard to be excufed from doing 
. fo fevere a penance ; but all entreaties on that fcore 
proved ineflfedlual : the girl muft fee her inamorato in 
puris naturalibus^ divefled of all his infernal fire and 
fmoke; and they peremptorily infifted that ihe ihould. 
Accordingly the landlord was difpatched to bring 
his daughter with him to fee her lover in a new light. 
She obeyed her father's orders, it is true, but trem- 
bled all the way, and fhook like an afpin-leaf ; but 
her dread and terror being in a great meafure remo- 
ved 
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Tcd at die droll fignre her Iiobgoblin then made» fhe, 
in her n^ and reientmenty called lum all the oppro- 
brious names fhe could think of, and added to her 
rerenge a fevere boxing of his ears with one of his 
old holy flippers. The girl's father too buffeted bim 
-about prettj handfomely for all his adts of loving- 
kindnefs towards his daughter, till at laft the officers 
put a flop to all further chafHfements, in order to 
enquire into the nature of that chemical and won- 
drous preparation in his two phials ; and into the 
▼arious ingredients of its compofition. The monk, 
if poflible, would have concealed the arcanum^ and 
begged to be excufed in that particular; but upon 
their threatening to profecute him in a court of ju- 
dicature, as an impoftor, a difhirbcr of the peace m 
private families, and, in ihort, as an impious and pro- 
fane fon of the catholic church, he promtfed to make 
each of the officers a prefent of two phials of the 
like preparation, which were in his clofct j and gave 
them the key, of his cabinet, wherein they were 
fafely dcpofited, amongft a parcel of papers; and at 
the fame time gave each of them an infallible receipt 
for the true preparation of that chemical fecret. 

When tfie officers had made themfelves mailers of 
that grand arcanum, and their refpeftive receipts, ac- 
cording to promife, and with which they were high- 
ly delighted, they took off the cord which had been 
thrown round his neck, and lent a helping hand to 
drefs him decently en capuchin. Nay, they farther 
took fo much compaffion on him, as to drefs his 
wounded hand, and to wrap it up with a piece of 
black filk, the better to conceal his difafbr. 

After thefe humane offices were finifh^, they re- 
primanded 
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^rimaockd hioi very feverely, ac c or d ing to hisdeme- 
rics, and then advifed hini to make the bell of his way 
to fomQ remote place, where no body knew hiin, or 
at leaft to quit direflly the territories of Liege, for 
fear this affair ihould have got wind j and told him 
witha], that in cafe he ihould once fall into the hands 
of one of their officers, he would not only be mod 
fevereiy handled, but eternally difgraced. 

He a£ted purfuant to their advice, and after 

having discharged all his arrears of rent to his injured 

landlord, refunded the money he had received for his 

numerous hypocritical malTes, and paid him a purfe 

of ducats, by way of reftitution for all damages, he 

fet out by four o'clock the next morning for a place 

called Stavolo, a fiuall village within three leagues 

of the Spa ; -where he would be more fecure than in 

any other place, the prince thereof being a monk him- 

fclf ; and confequently it is to be fuppofed, that he 

would be more cautious than ordinary of having any 

infamy or fcandal ftick too clofe to their canonical 

habit. 

Nt)twithftanding this moft notorious tranfa€tion 
cried aloud for public puniihvnent and difgrace, the 
landlord of the houfe was obliged to keep it as pro- 
found a (ecret as poffibly he could ; for Liege being 
an eccleiiaflical ftate, it would have been as much as 
his life was worth to have publifhed any thing that 
had the leaft tendency towards the infamy or difho- 
npur of the priefthood ; where monks and capuchins 
ate defpotic lords and mafters. 
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AND THE 

Ambafladrefs of France^ 

THE counfellor, having ended hisfloiy, received 
the thanks of the whole companj for the en- 
tertainnient it had given them. The countefs faid it 
put her in mind of an anecdote of the fame nature^ 
which was told her by a ladj at Paris, and which flie 
related to them in the following agreeable manner. 
Though fignior Rofelli, a native of Naples, was 
univerfally known, and admired as an artful chemift; 
yet he was equally known to be a notorious impof- 
tor, and fometimes, for diveriion-fake, would a6fc 
the part of a thorough-paced jugler, often to the ter- 
ror, but always to the admiration of the fpedtators. 
This extraordinary Italian kept a public coiFee-houfe 
at the Hague; and his fame was fpread to that de- 
gree, that all foreigners, on their firil arrival at that 
city, becameius cuftomers and admirers. In (hort, all 
fuchas had not ieen Rofelli were deemed perfedly in- 
curious. The richeft noblemen were not afliamed to 
keep him company, and he was the general topic of 
polite converfation in all public aifemblies. The 
hiflory of his adventures, though under the iimple 

tide 
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tide of the unfortunate Neapolitan, had made hii 
nBia& famous all over Europe. 

The ambafladrefs of France in particular, having 
read the printed account of his numerous and uncom- 
mon exploits, entertained a very high opinion, and 
thought herfelf happy in having a favourable oppor- 
iVLmtjy not only of being perfonalJy known to the 
man, but of communicating to fome of her female 
acquaintance in Parie, feveral entertaining anecdotes 
relative to that artful chemift. Accordingly, no 
fooner was (he arrived at the Hague, but flie fent her 
page to Rofeili's houfe, in order to give him intima- 
tion that ihe was very deiirous of having an inter- 
view with him. Upon this intelligence Rofelli or- 
dered the page to alk her excellency, whether Ihe 
was difpoied to fee him as an ordinary or as an ex- 
traordinary perfon. The page foon returned with a 
proper anfwer, that /he /hould expedl to fee him by 
fix o'clock ; and moreovier, that ihe could not be ea- 
fy till (he had fome perfonal converfe with fo extraor- 
dinary a gentleman. 

Rofelli was pundlual to her excellency's appoint- 
ment, and in order to appear as one of unjcommon 
confequence, he put on his Italian drefs, covered his 
head with a large broad-brimmed hat, and, otherwife 
properly equipped, fet out in his chariot. His foot- 
man knocked, and fent up his mailer's name. He 
was immediately conducted into a fpacious hall; and 
whilft the page was gone up to give her excellency 
notice, where the gentleman was in waiting, he put 
out all the candles. 

The lady, impatient to fee her new vifiter, ran to 
the hall-door to welcome him to her apartment. Ro- 
felli, 



i88 R O S E L L I, i^c. 

fclli, with all the gravity of an Italian of confe* 
quence, advancing towards her, to pay his refpefts, 
ihook two little phials, which he grafped in each 
hand, and in an inftant filled the hall with flames of 
fire and repeated flaihes of lightening. The ambaf- 
fadrefs, ftartled at fo extraordinary and unexpeded a 
fight, flew up in a moment into her private apartment. ' 
Rofelli, without making any apology, followed clofe 
at her heels, and filled it with a moft hideous fmoke. 

The terrifcd ambafladrefs, by thefe extraordinary 
performances, immediately concluding that he was a 
profound magician, flew from one chamber to another, 
"with the utmoll horror and precipitation, till, at \d!t, 
fee mounted up into the garret. The page, in as 
great a fright and confufion as his lady, flew down 
into the kitchen, in order to^arm the fervants: but 
not a foul had courage enough to ftir to her lady- 
fhip's afiillance ; however, at lafl, a Swifs in waiting, 
having armed himfelf with a halbert, ventured up to 
drive the pretended conjurer out of the houfe. Ro- 
felli, feemingly difgufted at his rough treatment, thruft 
both his phials of phoiphorus under the Swifs's nofe. 
The poor fellow, almoll terrified out of his fenfes, 
fell down proftrate at his feet, in a fit of defpair, and 
trembling worfe than if he had been afflifted with an 
ague, cried out, in his own language, and in a moft 
piteous accent. Oh! dear Mr. Devil, have mercy on me 
this once, and do not begin to torment me to-night: 
let me live a little longer. God knows, you will 
have me foon enough if it be feven years hence. 

After this droll exploit Rofelli moved ofiF the pre- 
mifes very fedately, mounted his c|{ariot> and drove 

away 



R O S E L L I, yf. 189 

nw9Lf w^ith «• much gravity and unconceni» as if na 
prank had been played. 

As foon, however, as he got home, he wrote a very 
polite addrefs to her ezceUency, by way of apolo- 
gy for his extraordinary operation, and the confuiion 
in which he had thrown herfelf and all the family by 
her own exprefs orders. Confciou» to herfelf that he 
had afted in conformity to her own follicitations, her 
excellency thought herfelf obliged in honour to for- 
give him ; but (he never after Chewed the lead inclina- 
tion for a fecond vifit. 



THE 



THE 

ADVENTURER; 

OR, 

An Entertaining History of Baron 

P O L N I T Z. 

IT is highly probable, ladies, faid the counfeJIor.v 
that this is not the firft time you may have feen 
that gentleman who bowed to us, as he paiTed our 
arbour ; he is a man of wit and addrefs, and an ad- 
venturer of note. His ftory is fomewhat lingular ; 
and if you will but have patience to hear it, you fhall 
have it gratis, which is more of a favour than you 
may imagine, for it will cofl: you fome guineas ihould 
you permit him to relate it himfelf. 

The man has travelled all over France, Germany, 
England, Holland and Italy, and has been the principal 
aftor in fuch a number of extraordinary adventures 
in each'ofthem, that I am fully perfuaded, there is 
not one foreigner in fifty but has fome knowledge of 
our hero. He was a native of Pruffia, and a gen- 
tleman of birth. The title which he aflumed was 
that of the baron Polnitz. Though he was a de- 
fcendant of a very worthy and illuftrious houfe, yet 
he profticuted his character in fuch a manner, as juft* 
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Ij rendered him an object of contempt. If he would 
but have adted with the leaft degtee of prudence and 
difcretion^ he might foon have improved his fortune ; 
for as nature had been very indulgent to him with 
refpedt to his per(bn> and as he was not only a gen- 
tleman of wit and vivacity, but remarkable for his 
polite deportment, he made an advantageous figure in 
the court of PrufHay before he arrived at the age of 
manhood » and had the honour of being ranked a* 
mongft thofe who. were attendants on his majefty*s 
perfqn : and he fo artfully infinuated himfelf into the 
favour and afFedion of his royal mafter, that in a ve- 
ry Ihort time he was actually employed in fome nego- 
tiationsy though of no great importance indeed, and 
carried them into execution with no fmall de- 
gree of dexterity and addrefs. When his majefty 
went to Holland, he had the honour of bemg re- 
puted one of his favourite attendants ; and he had 
the fairefl profpedt imaginable of becoming a confi- 
dant, if he would but have made it his fludy to have 
deferved fuch an indulgence. 

Ill habits, when once contra£ted, are the moil dif- 
ficult things in itature to be removed ; and vice and 
immorality, by conftant prance, were become fo 
familiar, and rivetted as it were in his very conftituti- 
on, that he could. apply his mind in fhort, to nothing 
elfe. His heavy debts, and his amorous adventures, 
were fo glaring and notorious, that his majefty was 
obliged, though againfl: his inclination, to baniih him 
from court : for the baron had flill fo much influence 
over bim, as to procure the liberty of concealing his, 
difgrace under the plaulible pretext of taking a tour 

to France. _ 

On 
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Ob fab fkft airind at Paris». he hired a large hotel 
Y^ richly fiirniflied, and took caie to provide him- 
fdf wkh a yerf ^kndid equipage^ An intimate 
acqnaintance of nufte, that had feen hina there in all 
his pride and glory, aflbred me, ritat though his re- 
tiave was very nmnerous^ they were all, according to 
thetaftetheninyognc, fmart, handfome, lively young 
fellows, in rich fiveries, tmnmed with broad laces ; 
f^me in gold, and others in fflver. He was the lead- 
ing card amongjEl all the beaux then in ^ion, and 
foon contraded a kind of intimacy with the duke of 
R*** and the marquis of B***: and as he was 
looked npon to be one of the moft accompUflied and 
agreeable bloods of that age, the regent who had 
heard much of his fame, was greatly defirous of fee- 
ing and converfing whh him ; and in order thereto 
ccmdefcended, one evening, to invite him to fupper at 
bis own table. Any one, befides himfelf, would, 
doubtlei^t have embraced fo favourable an opportu- 
nity, by an artful deportment, of retrieving his Mat- 
tered fortune : but he was doomed to be an adventu- 
rer, and he fiilfikd his deftiny. His immenfe and la- 
viih espencesy at once alarmed his creditors, and 
made them fufpeft that his foundatron was in a tot- 
tering ftatc and condition. Our adventurer, there- 
fore, confcious to himfelf that he could not ftand 
his ground much longer, quitted his hotel with all 
the fecrccy imaginable, and returned to his native 
country, in order to gather up the Qxssil remnants of 
his fortune. Upon his arrival at Berlin, being obliged 
to play the oeconomift, and live by his induftry, or 
rather artifice and contrivance, he introduced himfelf 
into the company and acquaintance of all ihe fliar- 

pers 
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pers he could meet with in tliat populous city; tind 
through their artful leflbns of inftrudtion he made 
fuch furprifing improvements, that divers perfons of 
worth ^nd diftindion foon became his dupes ; but, 
for want of xlue conlideration, he himfelf proved a 
dupe to bis own mifcondudt ; for contrafting a too 
familiar acquaintance with fome particular perfonji 
who were greatly fufpeded of treafonable pradlices, 
he loft all the little intereft he had in the king's fa- 
vour, who till then feemed inclinable to connive at 
his paft follies, and forgive him. Amongft thofe who 
were thrown into prifon on account of their confpiring 
againft his Pruflian majefty's perfon and government 
were fome with whom our adventurer, the baron 
Polnitz, had contracted fo dofe and immediate refo- 
lution to withdraw from court, for fear of being in- 
volved in their difgrace. Accordii^Jy he left Pru/fia 
with all the precaution and fecrecy imaginable, and 
endeavoured to recommend himfelf to the favour of 
divers other courts within the German dominions. 
Though there were but very few of the moft illuftrious 
perfonages throughout the whole extent of Germany, 
who had efcaped from being impofed on by him, at 
one time or another; yet his name, and the advan- 
tageous figure he made in every new place, gained 
him feveral very valuable friends ; amongft whom he 
always found fome, through his artful demeanour, who 
Were either generous, or credulous enough to fup- 
port him, for a few months at leaft, in his profufe and 
libertine courfe of life. 

After he had finilhed his curfory tour through the 

Empire, he returned to Paris, in order to fhine once 

more in France with the fums he had collected in his 

Vol. II. K travels. 
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travels. He had the dexterity and addrefs to re- 
trieve the bad charader he had left behind him, by 
appeafmgthe refentments of fuch of his creditors as 
were moft clamorous and urgent. By virtue of fome 
fortunate hits at the gaming-table, and by the receipt 
of a confiderable fum of money that he borrowed of 
the duke of R * * *» he was enabled to fpend a whole 
winter at the French court in his priftine fplendor. 
As that credit, however, which is grounded on no 
firmer a bafis than fuccefs in gaming, of the fupply 
of friends, is very precarious, and as the baron had ^ 
no other refuge, his credit began to fink, and threa- 
ten him with impending ruin and deftruaiori. Our 
baron was reduced even to the neceffity of pawnmg 
his gold watch, with all the valuable trinkets thereto 
belonging, m order to appeafe a creditor who was 
more outrageous and importunate than the reft. He 
was at length driven to that extremity, that he had 
nothin«^ farther to part with than his religion j and as 
there was nothing in his power that he could refign 
with lefs concern or reluctance, he fold that at once 
to the then dutchefs dowager of Orleans. He, as 
well as her grace, wasa proteftant by birth, it is true; 
yet he renounced his faith with all the eafei magma- 
ble at the follicitation of that dutchefs, in order to 
his admittance into the pale of the catholic churchy 
taking it for granted that this freewill ottering could 
not well fail of advancing him to fome employment 
at leaft, if n6t to fome important and eftabliihed poft 
in the court of the duke regent. As that prince, 
however, was no great bigot, his royal highnefs. 
thought himfelf under no obligation to countenance 
and encourage him any farther than to make him ^ 
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trivial prefect ; %nd aJL, that he cou^d procure from 
her grace, unki^own to the duke^ was foaie few pieces 
of gold ia his pocket, and a fmall annual penfion. 
Trivial as thi^'compenfajti^ w^a^ he received infinitely, 
mofe foi; the jthisngi he. parted witb^.thfin it wap really. 
worth> BefideS) he reaped no fmall advantage l^y fhel^ 
tering hitnfelf from the fury ,of his creditors^ under 
her grace's patronage and protedion, for fome confi- 
derablp time. Not long ^ft^tj howe^irer, their pati- 
ence, being perfectly worn out, they began figain to 
be as clamorous and importunate as ever; and upon, 
their fi^moning^ a gf qerat fi^eetlng, tl^y ui^niinoufly 
agreed to make their joint appUc;ation- f(?r. free liberty 
to feize his periop, and l^eep him clofely confined till 
he made them fome reafoiiaW^^eftitution. One day, 
therefore, after they had^f^rocur/edf. with gyeatdiifi- 
culty and fome expe;i(;e,i fu^^ licence as they fued 
fpr, as' the bargn was ^qcon^pfknyw^ to the 'play the 
ohevalie^ de f * *c, , the TiepheV .of tl^e 6xjft preiident, ^ 
he^was arretted in his cpach, about the middle of 
the Dauphb-fquare. The officers, ^however, totef- 
tifylc^me littVjregardjtohi^ external appearance, con- 
veyed hiflt.dire£t}y to;,the SpaaiiiU hotel, .wh^ich was 
op^Qfite to the place whjefe they , Aopppd him, 
^Hith^^n indulgent' y\e,w to faye phim-.^the. fharae 
and confufion ; of , paffipg throi^gh the; jftreets .of. 
Paris,: as a prifpner, in open day-light. The ba-:, 
ron, who had a peculiar talent at finding out a ne- . 
ceflary refource in an hour of diftrefs, feemed lefs 
feafib^le i:)( the indulgence and fa,vour which th^y had 
Ihewn him, than of;, the opportunity that offered of 
making an advantage of the intereft of that illuflrious 
pjBtfonage on wjboin he was tlien attending. He had 
fuch a happy manner of addrefs, that he prevailed on 
K z the 
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the chevalier to- accompany him to the Spaniih hotel, 
And there perfuadcd kim that the arreft" Was"a grofs 
indignity and affront offered to him iii particular, and 
that he lay^der atl i^4ff)feBifibie obligatlori, « point 
of his honiMrJ to prbctipe-h?^{iHiclie-8:iAf6rpofitloriin 
fhisaflfeir, and feisi-efentnientiof fo grofs an abufe. 
The chevalier, bding t^o iHiiAgeat to him, laid this 
diihonottraWeaftion, as he called it, before his uncle, 
Who rcifefAed W- accordingly » and-fent es^refs orders 
t6 the ^ffic«tS' t6 difchafge their pdfonet that vary 
moment'. • r'>'- ' '' •■ •' •". -^ '" - <"•'* ' 

' Though'th^ ikr&ri'byifhiS.aftfil fbt^tftgem accom- 
plifhedhis'releaft,'andwas'\tTan(^oi^ted for a while 
with the thoughts of his good' fiiccefs J yet, upon 
mature rtfleaioit, he* did not think this reprieve an 
dbfcftute'^fcapeTrom !the -ffefentm^tnt -of his creditorj. 
He pla'lhiy perceived thaf^hey^were^ refolutely bent 
on a renewal of tiie tfeatg*, l>tl*, fo5* Tear i)f 'a fecond 
difapppintnibit,''^uld'aiW ^ith mbre' precaution and 
conduist iii their^ ri^xt attack^; wheTreupon he deter- 
mined, in order ^ to' pteveht'ahy farther difgrace, to 
quit P^ris direStlj^/ as the mofe -prudent ft^p^he eould 
tkke,'artdfet'Bu¥f6r England 'that tery night. 

' Upon his 'firff^arfival m'London.hfe madfe a-^eri- 
did appekrrfncfe' enough; lAit- did not attempt t6 (Wne 
with that brifliancy he had ddne/at Paris. However; 
with the remnant of his Freneh wardi-obe, he made 
fhrftf t'b fupport the charafter ojf k gentleman poifeiTed 
of an eafy fortune, for feveraV mdnlhs Aicceffivel/ 
without the ieaft fufpicion.- 'Hk/mfmuatin^ and no- 
ble air foon enabled htm to rriake dupes of divers 
fubftantiai tradefmen in the city, / who ftippticd hm 
in plenty with proper materials fot^ fc'rtiing ^g^iii »» 

public. He loon perceived, however> by woeful ex- 

^ : periettce, 
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pc!*ieiice, that'an EngHfli ere^itpf.'WeSiakhogeth«r ay 
glamorous and iinp<^tun^te.a8 a French one. Hit 
imfearriage at Parisjjndeed^ mad« him napre cauti- 
ous ia his proceedings. at Loddon, infomuch that ia 
order to efcape the fatigue and di£gredit: of a prifon» 
be wifely deteraiined> before it was too late, to ihift 
his quarters njear the ^ourt, wlfhout the formal cere* 
mony .of drinking a .parting glafs with his landlord 1 
and accordingly, withdrew, in the moft niodeft and 
fecret manner in^aginable, in order to refide in left 
coftly apartments in forae by-lane. There hefeldom 
Y^ent out of doors till candle Itghti in order to amu£b 
lamfelf at the Smyrna coffee*houfe^ and fpunge a 
fupper out of che firft gentleinlin. that was. pkafcd.t© 
Anew him .that markof affeflion. Not pr'eRiimng» 
(iierefore to peep abroad Jn open •dayKght,^'he. took 
it in his head to turn pamphlieteer,'asnd by jftudyto 
fill up hfis'fbJitary hoars> and indlilgfc himfelf, now 
Biid then with a bottle and bird, to allay the natural 
calls of an empty ftomach. His" firft attempt (ai 
an author) was the fecret btftory of the dtitchofs Of 
H ***^ which he dtfguiiid under the fidlitious cha* 
jaCter of Cunigunda, Princeffe des Chcmfqcs ; not 
out o€ the leaft regard to the refiutation of the r ojal 
families which were parties concerned in his memoirs; 
but to give his performance an air of myftery. 
Though he had coUedled all the private intelligence 
he could po£rbly mufter up in thofd parts where his 
heroine had refided ; yeu afber ail), liis. pie tended »▼ 
«ecdotes proved little more than a crudej {|>iritkfs^ 
and jejune inve£tive. He had the affitraizce, how^ 
ever, to lay the manufcript before the then lord Town* 
Aendy and to acquaint the fecretary of ftate, that a 
K 3 foreigner 
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foreigner was inetirfed to pufclift:^ bodk, wherein the 
toyal family weffe treated in th^ nioft difrefpeftful 
<md injurious manner j but that the manufcript (hould 
be forth-coming, in cafb bis BrJlannic majeftj would 
be pleafed to recompenfe the perfon who produced 
it with a gratuity fuitable to the importance of (b 
loyal a difcoveryj ^This addreft of his, however,- 
proved abortive ; for that prime minifter looked on 
this fecret intelligence with an eye of contempt, and 
took it for granted, that it was the contrivance of 
fome worthlefs and indigent fcribler. Our adven* 
turer, who was a man not eafily to be difconcerted, 
changied, like ao artful engineer, the battery he had 
railed, and built his hopes of better fuccefs by com- 
xnabfcatiRg his projeft to the court opponents. Ac* 
cordingly he wrote two billets, each in the fame ftyle, 
one addrefled to the lady (^ and the other to the 
dutchefs of M ♦ * *, and ornamented fuch his private 
information with every minute circumftance that he 
imagined might hit their tafte, and procure a fuita- 
ble gratuity. However, ftill there wa? no anfwer 
returned to either, and what was ftill worfe, not a 
finglc guinea. To add to this misfortune, there was 
not a bookfeller to be found hardy enough to expofe 
himfelf, by the purchase of a court fatire, and the 
publication of it, to the ievere treatment of his ma- 
jeft/s grey-hounds. He found himfelf therefore un- 
der an indifpenfible neceflity (in order to vidlual his 
camp) to vend ta private fome fair copies of his mefs 
of fcandal to fuch as were difaflFefted to the govern- 
ment, peremptorily attefling to each cuftomer that 
there was not another copy of it to be met with 
throughout the kingdom. Our pamphletee'r, thus 

turning 
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turning literary higler, picked up a few guineas by 
this artful device. The devil, however, owed him 
ftill a grudge ; for whilft he was thus fecretly employ- 
ed in vending this quack packet of his, he was difco- 
vered, dogged, and arrefted by his creditors ; and it 
is highly probable that all the horrors of a prifon had 

been the portion of our knight errant, if Sir W^ , 

who is a near relation of mine, and who communica- 
ted to me the whole hiftory of him, had not luckily 
paifcd by,, whilft the officers were carrying him off 
in triumph. He had fcraped acquaintance, it feems, 
with my relation at the Smyrna coffee-houfe, and had 
frequently diverted him with a pleafing well-told 
tale of fome of his adventures. It is to be fuppofed, 
that a man of his artifice and education would fet his 
own character in the moft advantageous light, and 
that * he had always reprefented himfelf as an honeft 
man, but as one too Jong accuflomed to the frowns 
of fortune; however, without fully convincing my 
friend either of his honefty or honour. In fuchan 
unhappy rencounter as this was, any one,, but our 
audacious adventurer, would have ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to have concealed himielf from the fhame 
and confulion he was in ; but he was above all little 
infults and affronts, and rightly judged them to be 
mere bagatelles, when once put into the fcale with 
the plagues and torments of a prifon. He called 
aloud to my kinfman, with the moft earneft entreaties, 
to proted and aflift him under his unhappy dilemma. 
Sir W * » *, dreading left he fhould be infulted by the 
Hiob, abfolutely difclaimed all acquaintance with him. 
The baron, finding himfelf thus abandoned and reje^- 
ed, had recourfe to the nioft paflionate prayers and 
K 4 fupplications* 
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fupplications, the moft abje£t humiliations, and iaa- 
guine promifes, in hopes to induce my relation to 
take pitjr and compafllon on his difconfolate cafe, and 
iave him from the long dreaded miferies of a prifon. 
In feort, the defpicable wretch was fo mean-fpirited 
as to fall down on his knees in the dirty ftreet, and 
implore his alliftance. My friend, in forae naeafute 
affe^ed with his tears, alighted from his coach ; and 
after he had been fully informed of the nature of 
the debt, and the mercilefs refolution of his creditor, 
depofited no lefs than feventy guineas to procure his 
difcharge, and for fear of an after-clap took the ba- 
' ron into his coach, and conveyed him to his own 
houfe, which was a fafe: and an indifpufable alylum*. 
Whilft our adventurer was thus under his pcotedliom, 
my friend had all the opportunities he could deiir&jof 
: a mbre ^erfed inilghc into the good and bad qualities 
of his dependent; and he afliired me, diat be ncrer 
met with fuch an odd compofition, futh an intermix- 
ture of wit and folly, fuch unaccountable principles, 
fiich an abfolute difregard and unconcern for all reli- 
gion in general, and, in a word, fuch a bafenefsof 
mind, as in this our adventurer. Nay, fo defpicable 
did the baron appear in his eyes, when thus opened, 
that he thought it an adliial fervice to his country to 
oblige^ him to quit the kingdom ; and in order to ac- 
complifh fo defirable an end, as there was one of his 
majefty's yachts to fet fail for Holland the firft fair 
wind, he took effbClual meafures with the captain to 
get him on board, and fecure his paifage. 

After this compulfive departure of his from En- 
gland, the firft place he landed at was the .Hague. 
There, within a very Ihort compafs of time, he met 

with 
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Vrith fdveral of his old acqUaiUfance, who knew him 
p6rft6Hy well, when he had the honour to be one of 
hi^Fruflian niajefty*s retmue. Thof« who had no 
idt\a. of his diikonoiltabk adventuvesy feemed over>- 
jofed at fo happy ari oppertimitj of renewing .their 
foftner acqiHaintance. ' lli^ life and fpirituif hiscon^ 
verfatioh, his affable and genteel^depottiiiem, and 
his natural bent of mind to all kinds <i'.mirthl, gakty 
aAd diverfion, foon recommended him to one getitkman 
or another wherever ht wfenti brut more jwupticttlariy 
to the Dutch mierchants, whd ha4 not the .feaft -jear 
loiify or mifttuft of i m^ who -Aiet With' fuch a far 
V\$ttraft>le reception in the^ft fanilrieB i?*U!4d aboiw 
^eftt:' lie dre!(!ed withan air^ gamed highj find fOftie>- 
lithes gave ipleAdM entertainments' i ^amdevtpy tiow 
atKi then, arimngft others, obliged the ladies with a 
batf. He made feveral^afttteAipts likcWiie^ by-way of 
cbiirt' gailantry, tbr^rocnrehimfdf to tie- regiftejed-in 
the Jong lift'of theoM cbt»Tteft of W/*»'*'s moft 
ttoii&te •and^obe(Kitai fei^abfiJ-: biH^isf flie had foiwe 
inowledSge of hini, wheti inPniffia, -at ivbich conn, 
"nor^ariy other indcedv-was . he ever Charged \frhh a|i 
bvef^fondtaefi or-palffemate regArd for the fair (ex, he 
was the very firft, in* all probability, -to v^haiA riia't 
««^T<^s old'lafly'jfiW^^^: -a)! his ia*m,'it'is true, 
-was^'fevefledAt h#rp^'?fepat whidi hil ttiotflh l/?a*€#- 
^.- A^ it4ttA:fa$^4cfeiit^ledg<k!, .A*t"rfi6-gold- 
■fiWcH^s'^that Virtti'-oid Ikdf ^jrere -th* prifttipal ob- 
ieas'tOvvM<Shh^'mo#^j«ftOTi?itf paid the 

fHMitc'of their ' real adorstticli^ f^is- prefiimpfuous 
-efffer^bf^th^ biwJn'* l4of>faif*l*5gVifH the mtoch^ift- 
*dl-fi^ ftfcceTs, 'hb fbdfrfbuhd, W» fli*<il^rrcy«, th*t 
iA^eifchkhts'-afcld'tridfefinetf afl\5vc(r 'EVrfdi)#'lfcetttfoirify 
'-»'-• K 5 maintain 
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maintein one general maxim; and as every one kno^ji 

that money is a Dutchman s god, his creditors there 

one day fent a bode, as he is called, all over Holland 

to attend his levee. Th^t bode is an officer of much 

the fame power and authority with a tipftaff in En^ 

gland, who keeps a (harp eye upon his prifoner, and 

never fails to live high at his expence, during the 

whole time he has him under his care and infpeaion. 

Though this unwelcome companion behaved with no 

great politeneft, yet the baron was forced not only 

to connive at all his ill treatment, but to maintain 

him likewife, ^ill his Fei9;ttan<;es arrived from abroad 

which he told Ws.bpde be expe^ed with, impatience 

every hour. He formed however aa eflfeaual fcheme^ . 

it feems, to deliver himfelf ou? of the jaws of thi& 

voracious lion. I can give you, indeed, but a very 

imperfea detail of that particular projea j becaufc 

the count of D*** (who. lately tqjd me the ftory.af 

the wells, whenwe w^e tpgethefat Aix^larcKapellc) 

talked French in;an.almqftunintejligible n^aWr j and 

all I could pick' out was thus.* t^at baron Polnit* 

gained his liberty by My tranfporting himTelf over 

the roofs of feveral houfes,.ajad n^de the bcfl: of his 

way toAmftcrd^. ^ ;.;.<.; ^' 

As he ipiad^ hi^ efcapf Jn hb m^^gopvji,, aijd duril 
not appear in pub<ic f»^ithcu£ clptliesi _fee fent to the 
Hague dir-e^y to his valet,.- whopi;h« had left therp, 
with a view to raife a f^oa of money for him to aar 
fwer his emergent, occafions. tNq fooner was hia 
faithful frrvant arrived, but he iient him ofit, jwA 
adl the fecrecy imagii|ab^, :fo jpurcfeafe ap evve^* and 
a large bafon pf ^fafp^.^urjoufly lilvered-<)ver,-and,a 
f onfi^erable quanti^^qf p^her plate off tbe like kincji 

and 
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and when purchafed according to his orders, and 
brought home» he fent them all to a very ingenious 
engraver, with particular inftni£tions to embellifh 
each piece of plate with his coat of arms; and fuch 
fuitable compartments as would make a grand ap- 
pearance : foon after, they were finKhed to his fatis- 
fadlion, and were brought home : he fent for a rich 
Jew broker, who lent out money upon pawns : the 
Jew waited on him accordingly ; and finding a noble- 
man (as he imagined) fitting in his parlour, dreffed in 
a rich night-gown flowered with gold, never fufped- 
ed his new cuftomer in the leaft for an impoftor, but 
advanced upon them^ at the fir ft motion, between 
eight and nine hundred of Dutch florins, and convey- 
ed his rich prize, after a few formal cringes, to his- 
own houfe. With the fum of money thus dexteroufly^ 
raifed, he immediately difcharges his landlord, mounts 
his coach, purchases a rich fui t of clothes, and Cet-- 
ties in a frefh apartment. There he fends for a 
bookieller, to whom he fold (as. a profound fecret]- 
his political anecdotes, under the title of Cunigunda». 
aotwithilanding feveral manufcript copies of it had 
long before got into the hands of divers perfbns un- 
known. What purchafe-money he filched out of his. 
unguarded bookfelier, I cannot abfolutely determine: 
but no fooner had he got the money in his pocket 
than he went on board a veifel, bound for fonie Itali- 
an pott, and fet fail direftly. Legjiorn was the place 
v/here the captain went firft on ihore, and the baronv 
with him. From thence he took his flight forth- 
with to the city of Rome, and there paid his firft vifit 
la the cardinal de Polignac» 

Our 
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Our adventure): was fo fortunate as to find, at his 
cminencj's palace, feveral Frencli lords, who had 
known him in all his pomp, and fplendor, and were 
• moreover prefent when he formally renounced the 
pfoteftant religion, and thereby became a true foa of 
-the catholic church. He took care to remind them 
of that important circumftance, and by virtue of their 
joint intereft the cardinal was prevailed upon to in- 
troduce him to the pope. A profelyte baron was, 
doubtlefs an acceptable title at Rome; and our crifty 
convert was not at any lols to turn it to the beft ac- 
count. After this, he infinuated himfelf into the gdod 
graces of the cardinal Cienfuegos,- who procured for 
him the cuftoraary perifion, which^ ihe congregation 
Je propaganda fide alldwed every new afad noble con- 
vert. He received, moreover, forae valuable pre- 
fents from his hoHnefs himfelf, and diversi of the prime 
cardinals; infomuch that, at the windihg up of the 
bottom, his income amounted to fomethlng better 
than fifteen hundred Icudi per annumS. As a farther 
a£t of indulgence, they (haved him, in order to qua- 
lify him for fome ecclefiaftlcal preferftieni ; and ac- 
cordingly he looked out fharp for the firft behefice 
that fell : by great good luck he was informed of a 
vacancy in a very fhort time, and left no ftone unturn- 
ed to procure the nomination. * The benefice that 
thus fortunately dropped, Was a very reputable and 
advantageous canonfhip in the collegiate church bf 
Courtray. He was the more vigorous in his appli- 
cation fortius poft in the church than any othef, 
becaufe it would deliver hifti (as he thought) from 
the fandlified fhackles whi^h'His new <:oiiverfion oblig- 
'«d him to put on : and his holinefs, in order to get 

Hd 
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rid of tbe baron> aftd a peniiofl at the &me time, 
without any hefitation nominated him accordingly j 
aadaivay ppfted the baron, overjoyed, to the church, 
. in hopes to be admitted without the leaft didiculty 
or obftruQipfi. An unexpected rub, hoWever, lay ra 
the baron'3 way J for the pope's right and title to that 
cathedral werc'ftrongly conteided. The-arCh-dutich- 
efs, who .was the governefa or regent of the Nether- 
lands, the council of Brabant, and the chapter of 
Courtray, peremptorily refufed to deceive him, and 
oppoied.the' nomination with the.utmoft vigour, as 
^an innovation rf the court of Rome. 

This lad adventure^ this unthought-of diifappoint- 
• ment, brought the baron, to the German Spa» His 
•aim^ however, ip. coming hither^ isnou you may take 
it for granted, to drink the waters with us, but a craf- 
ty fcheme to get fome fewgubeas.out of our purfee, 
in order to enable him to defray the neceifary expen- 
ces of his .pa^ge to E^ome, where he is going to 
reaifume his penfion. I prefume it may be true.e- 
notigh ; for 1 had.the account from his owfa mouth; 
and no fooner had he finiihed it, but he had the afTu- 
ranee to beg of me to give him my friendly affiftance. 
Notwithftanding I was no ftranger to all his iniqui- 
tous pradices, it was not without fome difficulty fihlLt 
I withftood his .infinuations, and determined to give 
him an abfolute repulfe. 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, though I have gi- 
ven you a long detail of his diiingenuous, difhonefl 
and diihonourable adventures, I will lay you a good 
wager, he fingers fome of your gold before he quits 
the wells. As for my own part, I expert to be plagued 
no more with any of his folicitations i for I advil^ 

ed 
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ed him to make his* artful applications once more to 
fir W ♦ * *, my relation at London. 

Long as thjs narrative has been, I am firmly per- 
fuadedy continued he, before he moves from hence, 
we will make fome fnpplement or another to it. Aa 
adventurer of hi$ ftamp will never be idle in a place 
where there is fuch a pleafing profpedt. 

For what I can perceive, faid the French captain, 
baron Polnitz, having made dupes and cullies all over 
Europe by retail, is come now to bubble it by whole- 
ikle; and he could never have made choice of a mor6 
commodious place than the Spa for that purpofe, 
fince it is tfie rendezvous of all nations. This Pro- 
teus is a courtier, a gamefter, an author, a literary hig- 
ler, aproteftant, a catholic,. a canon, and in a word— • 
a moft notorious tmpoilor. He has run through al- 
moft every ftation in life, and (till, perhaps, is in a 
maze, and knows not where to fbc. But, after all, it 
does not appear evident to me that the baron had 
ever the courage to take the high road to preferment. 
—This laft farcafm of the French captain's fet all the 
company a laughing } and all of them, m their turns, 
palfed their verdidt freely and without referve on this 
fort of knight-errantry, having firft returned the coun- 
^ fellor thanks, not only for his diverting and agreea- 
ble narrative, but for his.wholefomeand very friend^ 
precautions. 
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Unfortunate Cocluette; 

O R, 

The Hiftory of Signer G r a t r a n i 
and Signora J u s t i n a. 

I Do not know how, ladies and gentlemen, faid %- 
nor' Gratiani, juftly to rave againft fortune. The 
lives of all mankind are chequer- work ^ and I have 
had a moderate /hare of lucky adventures, as well a^ 
fuch as have turned out unfuccefsfuh However, 
I have neither been fo exemplanly happy , orfo deep- 
ly plunged in diftrefs, as to bear any proportion to 
that impatience which you exprefs for hearing my 
particular ftory. A life that has been in a great 
meafure regular and uniform, can have very little m 
it that'is Extremely ftriking; and mme is diftinguifh- 
<d' by hoi Very extraordmary events. If there be 
Tiny thing rfiat can alleviate the difappointments 
which I have met with, it is this; that by mefe acci- . 
dent they Were clbfefy connected with the adven- 
tures of the young prince of Mofcovy, only fon of 
the ctar Peter the Firft. His tour to Naples proved 
as defttudtive to liberty and peace of mind, as it 
turned out fatal to my amours ; juft as if the malig- 
nant 
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nanC ftar, which ruled at the nativity of that young 
prince, was to extend its baneful influences on every 
perfon, who had any the leaft private concern or 
connection with him. In fhort, ladies and gentle- 
men, what follows 18 a true and impartial account 
of the moft eflential adventures of my paft life ; but 
I am much afraid, you will think them tedious and 
uninterefting. 

Though I was originally a Milanefe, yet I was 
born in the city of Naples, where I fpent the beft 
part of my days, ^hat ihort time duty excepted^ where- 
in I was engaged in a fea-eXpedition \vith the knights 
of Malta, ifher^, lAdeed, I acii^l^ed of the honour 
of the crofs, as a kind of refuge from the misfor- 
tunes that attended my family at that jun^E^re, who 
were too deeply embroiled in affairs of ftate. The 
death of my only brother, arid that of my father, 
which occurred within the compafs of a few njionths 
after, gave sn new turn to th^ ideas I h^ before en- 
tertained; and I returned to Naples as foon as pof- 
ilbly I could, in order to, my taking poj^fHon of that 
eftate to which J was legally entitled. What Utrle 
came to my (hare I found unhappily involved, aqd 
in great coi>fuiiQB ;. for my father's effefts were m- 
der qonfifcation: I was advifed,-. i\ot o^y^ to :peti(ioB 
,the viceroy, for their r^flituj:ioja, but tajpsfsj^mj ap- 
plications t9 all fucji German gej^tl^men,. then x^^ 
ding at Naples, as had any intereii-at court. • ■ 

With that view. I infiniiated inyfelf iota the good 
graces of the baron of* * *, a g-aileman far.advftB- 
ced in years, yet a brav«- ciiicex, and , oj^e wJio'^d 
T)een concerned in ffveral v.ery epnfideraj^^ miJijtajy 
engagements, and diftinguiihed'jiij^fdf ja t^Lem/ali. 
"^ ' '■■ " ' His 
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His intrepidity, his fervices, and long experience, ren- 
dered him a peculiar favourite of the viceroy ; and 
moreover, he was not only univerfally known, but 
equalJy beloved and admired. For that reafon, it 
was a matter of no fmall importance to my concerns 
to be fanguinely recommended to his favour and ac- 
quaintance ; and by virtue of my being one of the 
knights of Malta, it was no^difficult talk to introduce 
myfelf into his prefence. The baron kept a kind 
of an aflembly ; the guefts whereof were fometimes, 
in the mofl elegant and polite manner, entertained at 
his table; and his houfe, next to that of the viceroy's, 
was the gayeft, and moll frequented, throughout the 
whole city of Naples. He was a bachelor, but had 
brought with him out of Germany a niece, whom he 
propofed to adopt as fole heirefs of hb plentiful for- 
. tune. As he had entertained fome thoughts of mar- 
rying her in Italy, he had taken care to have her per- 
fectly well iaftrudted in all the cuftoms of the coun- 
try; yet ftill without fubjefting her to thofe too ri- 
gorous conftraints with which the ladies at Naples are, 
for the generality, obliged to comply. He had ap- 
pointed accordingly a grave matron like Florentine to 
be her governante : under the infpedion of that el- 
derly lady, (Be lived according to the German talle ; 
but in order to inure her by degrees to the Italian cuf- 
toms, Ihe had naturalized, as it were, her name, and 
was always diflinguifhed by the title of fignora Juf- 
tina. 

She was much about twenty years of age when 
firft I faw her* Her ftature was very graceful ; Ihe 
was large, well made, and a brunette beauty ; her 
eyes were lively and brilliant; fhe had an exceeding 

pretty 
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pretty mouth; her lips were as red as the coral; 
and her fmiles had fomething in them that was in- 
imitable : in a word, fhe was a fine creature , and formed 
for love. Befides all thefe natural perfections, fhe 
had one of the mo.ft melodious voices that wa^ever 
heard, and was fprightly and good-humoured beyond 
expreflion. She could play, at fight, upon divers mu- 
fical indruments; and fhe touched the guitar and the 
lute in as foft and melting a manner, as if fhe had 
been a native of Naples. You may very eafily ima- 
gine, gentlemen and ladies, continued fignor Gratfani, 
that as fhe was miClrefs of fo many fhining qualificad- 
ons (exdufive of her perfonal charms) our iignora 
was at no Jofs for admirers. Every one fefl in love 
with her at firll fight. As for my own part, my eyes 
were perfeQly dazzled with beholding her beauties on 
^ my firfl admittance into her prefence ; but on the 
next interview, I became abfolutely her vidtim, and 
one of her moft paflionate adorers. 

However, I was under an indifpenfible neceflity of 
concealing my paffion, confidering that the precari- 
ous fituation of my fortune might induce her to dif- 
regard my fighs, which I could hardly fupprefs. I 
contented myfdf, therefore, at firfl, with making my 
applications to her uncle ; and I fucceed^d fo far in 
my wifhes that he treated me with the fincerity and 
afFedion of a friend ; he lent an attentive ear to the 
account I gave him of the unhappy fituation of my 
affairs ; he promifed me his protection ; he introdu- 
ced me to the viceroy, and made me always one of 
his companions, when he paid his vifits at the palace. 
His niece likewife received me with great afikbih'ty^ 
but, during the infancy of my paffion, waS^ never 

without 
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without fome female intimates, who were chiefly la- 
dies of German extra£tion. I made it my bulinefs to 
divide my afiiduities as much as poffible, that no 
one might entertain the lead thought, that I made 
Juftina the fols objedl of my care and concern. In 
the mean time, the opportunity I had of feeing her, 
as it were ai pleafure, only augmented that ilame 
which burnt in fecret : and notwithftanding the im- 
portant reafons I had for concealing my love from the 
baron, it was impoffible for me to keep it long an 
impenetrable fecret from his niece. I expreifed my 
afFedlion for her by frequent fighs, ftolen glances, 
myfterious fhiiles, and by all the private hints and ges- 
tures that all Italian lovers have adopted to ezprefi 
that^ fever which in fecret rages in their bofoms. Juf- 
tina, though a flranger, was as perfect an adept in this 
dumb language, as if (he had been a native of the 
country : and I have heard her frequently railly and 
banter the Italian gentry, who hovered round about 
her, upon that fcore. 

I continued my afliduities and cares to pleafe her; 
and very impatient I was to find out a favourable 
opportunity of difcovering that ilame which I had hi- 
therto fo induftrioufly fmothered. I thought I had 
hit on an expedient, and was determined to embrace 
it. One day, as an Italian cantata was delivered in- 
to her hands, the words of which were very judici- 
oufly compofed, the company very earncftly preffed 
my dear Juftina to fing it in concert with another 
young lady then prefent, who had a very fine voice,, 
though not equal to her's. Juftina, in order to oblige 
her vifiters, took up her lute ; but as that foft inftru- 
in<;nt was too weak for her voice, I offcre_d my fer- 

vice 
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▼ice to accompanj their joint Tokes with the theorbo. 
They very courtcoufly accepted of my affiftasce ; • 
and Jttftina in particular feeined perfe^y delighted 
that I had fo good a tade for mufic. I embraced 
that favourable opportunity of expreffing my paffion, 
by ihewing her how tianfported I was in having the 
privilege, or the leaft room to hope, chat I was any 
way capable of meriting her attcntioxi The young 
lady, dready well accuftomed to compliments of 
that nature, was fo far from being offerKied at that 
v/arm and open declaration of my mind, that fhe pub- 
liddy confeffed, that mufic had an afcendancy over 
her heart beyond all other accomplifhments, and that 
ihe loved all thofe who applied their minds to 
that peculiar fcicnce. And it is my opinion, faid 
<hc, with a killing finile, that if it had been iriy ,hap- 
py lotto have been a man, I flibuld have mtadediotee 
of a lady of a mufical tatte for :roy confort. This 
flight of fancy,, .which denoted no fmall £snfibiiity, 
difconcerting me in fome meaiure^ I diitft not, for 
fear' of it^ being takefh notice of by any one in com- 
pany, carry the converfation on that topic any far- 
ther than I had done ; and I plainly perceived, that, 
fn order to hit her talle, I was indifpcnfibly obliged 
to talk to her of mufic inflead of love. 

There was one peculiar fentiment of hers, that fhe 
let fall feemingly by accident, which gave me hopes 
that I had made fome fmall imprefiion on her in my 
favour. As wc were one day difcourfing with our 
^fual facfdliarity ; I have heard, faid ihe to me, fo 
much talk of the cxtraotdinary regard which you Ita- 
lians particularly exptefs for fympathy, that I ima- 
gined, when I came here amongft you firfl, that the 
^entlem^n always made their court to the ladies in 
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the milfical way 1 and I tbotighft my life in thefe parts 
would prove one evcrlafting pperaj though, for my 
own paix, i can (carce touch any one ififtramfent with 
that dieticacyag I oug^t. To this I replied, that the 
Neapolitaas^h'ad ftill the fame tafte for mufic as ever ; 
but, as your ladyifaip is accompanied principally by 
Germaxis,' you are not hiafair way for having a true 
reliih f^ our. Itah'aii amufements. J took, moreover, 
the: hint From what had paged, ' and upon my taking 
my leave pFha:, gave immediate orders for a fere- 
nade the next evenin^J n 

When I perceive^'that the lady Juftina was high- 
ly deJighted with fuch pieces of Italian gallantry, I 
tpok care, that ihe Ihould feWom go to fleep without 
an anuifcniient of that:nature, Mid retained all. the 
bell muficiims I couid^find; I placed them every 
evening under /her window 5 and I frequently was 
myfdf one of theipe^f^DisiHers ro animate them, and 
induce them to exen their utmoft ikill. In fhort, I 
neglected nothing that I imagined could be looked 
upon as the leaft diftant token of my conftancy and 
a:ffe£Honi I ftudi^d every thing that I thought would 
hit her teifte. When Idifcoveted that there was any 
thing wlu<fh fhe had a peculiar fancy for, I took 
partic^ar cari to fend it her forthWth, by fome> 
comipodious conveyance, but always concealed 
under- the aflTumed character of the mvifible lover. 
The earliefl: flowerr, the riched fruits, the choic- 
eft perfume^^ the moft coflly eitences, the moft' 
fafliionable filks, the raoft approved dreftes, were 
fent her one d%ty after another. In a word, there 
were no afts of gallantry in vogue, how coftly j 
foever, but they were carried into execution, without 
faet knowing to whom fhe was indebted for them. 

Her 
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Her uncle was not a little uneafy to find ' fucli & 
multitude of expenfive prefents thus poured in upon 
his niece, whout knowing who was her bountiful be- 
nefadtor. No one, however, fufpe^ed in the lead that 
they came from me ; and abundance of people ima- 
gined, that the viceroy himfelf, as he was ja great ad- 
mirer of the fair fex, was the real gallant, in mafque- 
rade. They were, in (hort, fo immenfely ezpenfive, 
that no private gentleman's puife could bear the 
weight of them ; and to confers the truth ingenuoufly, 
the fecret dilburfements which I fupported for twelve 
mopths fucceffively, exhaufted my finances to fuch a 
degree, that I was in no fmall danger of becoming a 
bankrupt ; and notwithftanding I was thus lavifh of 
my fubftance, yet I could not difcern that I met 
with any better treatment from Juftha than ufual. 
As fhe was altogether ignorant that I was the real in- 
vifible lover, /he did not didinguini.me in the leaft 
from the other gentlemen who were her daily atten- 
dants. I could not blame her for what ihe Juiew no- 
thing of, neither durft I convince her, was I ever fo 
9iuch inclined to make the difcovery, of her involun- 
tary miftake j becaufe my finances, were almoft ex- 
hauiled, and I had all the juft grounds imaginable to 
dread the feeing all my wilful folly and extravagance 
punifhed with my total perdition. Juftina, it is true, 
was fenflble that her inviiible lover mud: be ^nt" 
rous to the laft degree ; and the magnificence and 
fplendor in which fee appeared, by virtue of her num- 
berlefs and valuable prefents, made her imagine, as 
very reafonably fee might, that he could be np lefs a 
perfonage than fome benevolent prince. She would 
fometimes fay, with a fmile upon her countenance, 

that 
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that her. infvifible gallant muft be the ghoft of fome 
Amadis ; and in her facetious way, (he would open- 
ly proteft, without the leaft referve, that (he loved 
him moft aifedtionately, and that (he longed above all 
things to know who was her bountiful benefaftor, 
though (he met with the fate of the over-curious 
Pfyche. 

I was an eye-witnefs of all thefe tranfports of - 
hersi and fotnetimes, by indulging the romantic 
thought that I was, though in an indireft line, the ob- 
je£l of her love and affedtion, I fecretly imagined 
myfelf the happipft man that ever breathed upon the 
face of the earth. I experienced a kind of delicacy 
in this fo myftical an amour ; fometimes flattering 
myfelf that my deareft Juftina was not altogether a 
ftranger to the man who thus adored her, but pre- 
tended only fo to be, left (he (hould be obliged to 
acknowledge a reciprocal affedb'on. It is no great 
matter of wonder, that a heart, truly fenfible of the 
plea(ure of loving an objed by whom it furmifes that 
it is mutually beloved, (hould prefer the (ighs and 
languifhments of an obfcure and myfterious love, to 
the violent tranfports of a pafiion that is open and 
avowed : and I doubt not in the leaft, faid the gen- 
tleman who was relating his adventures, directing . 
his difcour(e to us who were his attentive auditors, 
but that moft of you have experienced the.pleafure 
that lies concealed in knowing that by the entertain- 
ment of fuch a fecret pa(rion, they delude the eyes 
of thofe with whom they converfe. That fecret 
pleafure, continued he, allured me to fuch a degree, 
in the i(rue, that not doubting but I (hould hereafter 
avail myfelf of the love my Juftina conceived for her 

invi(ible 



2i6 THE UNFORTUNATE 

invifible gallant, I apj^ied to new meafures for eva- 
ding the narrow enqairies of her uncle, contenting 
m^felf with fighing for her in fecret ; and with the 
flattering and delulive idea of her being confcious of 
my profound love and refpe^l for her, I ftill Qontlnued 
to amuCe her with frequent ierenades, entertainments, 
prefents, and other attentions, which engrofled my 
whole foul to that degree, that as foon as one day 
was fpent, I made it my principal bufinefs and em- 
ployment to find out new ways and means for grati- 
fying her the very next. 

If my love, however, for the beauteous Juftina was 
augmented by theie coftly and repeated amufements, 
it decreafed in a too vifible manner my finances. The 
difburiements which they naturally created muft in- 
evitably have ruined me in the end, had not his impe- 
rial majeflry been gracioufly pleafed to reftore to nic 
thole efFeds of my father, which, iit the unhappy 
jun^ure of his deceafe, lay under the fentence of 
confifcation. I was indebted, for this fudden and 
unexpedted turn of my affairs, to the beneficence and 
warm recommendation of the baron, who was my " 
dear Juftina's uncle. This generous friend, over- 
joyed at the fuccefs he had met vt^ith on my behalf, 
being determined to have the pleafure of communi- 
cating this important good news to me by word of 
mouth, came to me one morning, juft at the time that 
I was difcharging the muficians, whom I had hired for 
my evening ferenades. I was agreeably furpri/ed, 
you may eafily imagine, ladies, at the gkd tidings 
he brought me. I was the more overjoyed at it like- 
wife, becaufe this fortunate event occurred juft at a 
jundure when my ftock was at the loweft ebb; and 

this 
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this a^ of the emperor*s royal benevolence towardi 
me enabled me, with fome degree of boldnefs, and 
with a tolerable good grace» to declare openly my 
inviolable attachment to the beauteous Juftina. The 
generoilty of her uncle Hkewife augmented much the 
fondnefs and affedion I conceived for her ; and at 
that very moment my heart was fo elated, that I ima- 
gined I had courage enough to acknowledge myfeJf 
her profefTed adorer. I almoft forgot that it was my 
bufinefs to make him my grateful acknowledgements : 
and my thougl^s were wholly intent on the difcovet^ 
of my inviolable love. He knew my family pcrfcft- 
ly well ; and he knew likewiie now, that my fortune 
was fufHcient to encourage and juftify .my addrefles 
to his dearly-beloved niece. I ventured boldly to aft 
the queftion, and begged of the baron » that he would 
add to the favours he had already granted me, one 
more eilential than all the refl; namely, that he would 
permit m^ to lay both my heart, and my new-acqui- 
red fortune, at the feet of the adored Juftina* The 
baron was ftnick with aftoniihment at the proportion ; 
but after a (hort paufe, pretending to look upon the 
motion which I had made, either as adifplay of my ge- 
neroilty, or as the fUghtof a tranfient paffion, he laugh- 
ed it ofi^y as if Ivfza not inearneft.' And, indaed, he 
might naturally enough imagine my offer to be infiiv- 
cere, and no more than a fudden flight, confidering 
the notion he at that time enter^iined, that the birth 
of my love for. his niece, and the. news of my good 
fortune, bore equal daie. I .'thought, therefpre, it 
was mod advifeable toithrow the oiaft afick, and to 
demonftrate. to the baroii that my afibStton for his 
niece was firihlj d^abliihed,.aad of loo^ f^ndingi I 
Vol. II, L moreover. 
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moreover hank\y confcffed, that I waa the fole an^ 
thor of all th&k expenfiv« ads of gaUahtrf, whidi 
had been the univerfal topic of converGitioii for two 
years paft; atnd tkit, in fliort, I was the iiwifible lover, 
-who could not be difcovered till this public decknt- 
lion. As th'to open cottl^on, confidering the little 
ibrtune I was poffeBed of for thefe two laft years, 
deiAaaded U>me better levidence than my bare a&r- 
tion, I p»>daced a port^folio, and ihewed the bafon a 
large coltefiioa of papers, confiiiing piineips^y of 
diters particular receipts, acquittanifes, and other 
tnemorandmss,^ rdatiwe to the expendes I had been 
« dwmg my fecrct lave, and mviolable regard for 
his angelic niece. The baron being convinced, by 
oodar demonftration, of the truth and finceriiy of 
my paflion, and that, though I had beea fo forpri- 
ffngly generous,;! had been ftriftly cautioas aad pru- 
dent in the . concwdment of it, returned nxe majoy 
tliQAkB^for TOf' repeated a^s of mdiilgence to his weU- 
bek>ved mece; and! after fundry complwents, in the 
moid l&ien^y and obUging manner^ he told me he 
couhi give me tio pofitiye aafwer to an aflto of lb 
^eat impptt^nce iiwthout coafulting the ihcljnaJtiaflia 

of his nkice. r j. t.. r 

I thought mjfeif estremely hoppQr ioc nqd hun to 
cbndefceodfflg, aiidthftt it was a very egential point 
cained, dmt he did not abfolutcly reject my declara- 
tion: aadas I Tandy inagbcd that n^ inteceft in the 
heart of "f«ftiaa was. well grcainded, I replied to the 
uncle-, that I flattered inyielf, there would be but 
little oppoSiionb the cafe.; fou, though it was true, 
that my bve had been hithci to purprfely concealed, 
and diat I had 'never pi^fiimed as yet t» make my 

paffion 
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puffionopenily rcrealcd to her, yet I had juft grounds 
to hope, that the young bdy, his niece, was no abfo^ 
Inte Araager to theHame I had fo long ftffled; and 
that, inihort^ a»he had laid me under no reflrl^ioa?, 
I was determined to embrace the fifft opportunity 
of founding her fecret inclinations. The baron, ifi 
ibme ineafore touched and affedted by my diftant and 
peculiarly rcipcftW deportment towards her, made no 
tttfwer, one way or other, to that remonllrance, bi^t 
gave me to underftand, that he iho'uld be alwajsglad 
to fee me at his houfe, whether as a lover or a friejid. 
He invited me, moreovet, to very a grand entert^n- 
ment that he propofed to give the next day to 
fome particular friends, as a tcftimony how highly -he 
was pleafed at the almoft uneipeded fuccefs he had 
met with in the folKcitation of my affairs, I found* 
or at leaS t imagined fo, that the^ baron was paving 
the way, and endeavounng. to promote my intereft 
with his darling niece; for when the repaft was over, 
he filled out a bumper, defiring that all the company 
would pledge him, and (aid. Here's to the good health 
of that liberal gentleman, who has made fo many en- 
tertarnments for the amufement of my niece. And 
after that toafl: was gone chearfuUy round. This ja 
the gentleman, faid he, pointing to me ; and I think 
myfelf obliged to difcover the fecret, as it teftifies, 
not only his regard for my niece, but his gratitude 
to myfelf for the fcrvice I haddone him. Julliua co- 
loured, and feemed, in fome meafure, chagrined (^t 
that open declaration of her uncle's. I endeavoured 
all I could to recover her from her embarraifment | 
and in order to prevent her bluihes> or making anf 
L z formal 
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formal acknowledgments, I complained in my tarn 
that the baron had in fome fort betrajed his tnift. 
Juftina having recovered herfelf from the little flut- 
ter fhe was in, afttr a few complaiiant reprimands 
thanldx^ me for the many gallantries and honours I 
liad conferred upon her, but at the fame time highly 
blamed me for the multiplicity of them» and the too 
great ezpence that of courfe muft attend them, as 
well as for that fecrecy with which thej were tranfad- 
cd ; and told me, (he hoped, that I would be more 
difcreet for the future, and not expofe her anj more 
bj anj fiich extravagant flights of gallantry as the 
paft. 

It was evident enough that my charmer accompa- 
nied this compliment (dry and jejune as it was) with 
' an air wluch would have chagrined me to the lafl: de- 
gree, had I not, in reality, been fo deeply plunged in 
love as I was : but alas ! my pafllon blinded my rea- 
fon fo far, that I made, in my own mind, a kind of 
merit of that uncommon way of proceeding, and af- 
cribed it to that modefty which we Italians a£Fe6t to 
pay fuch a peculiar regard for. This, you will fay, 
ladies and gentlemen, was to fliew myfelf a perfect 
dupe and novice at the fame time. It is highly pro- 
bable, that the young lady, not being able to recon- 
cile luch extravagant adts of gallantry, with the fmall 
fortune which at that time I was pofleflTed of, might 
imagine herfelf indebted to fome more illuftrious per- 
fbn unknown, who paid the expeiice of them behind 
the curtain. Her diftafte muft afluredly be grounded 
on fome fuch unhappy miftake ; and the good circum- 
flances I was in at the time of this difcovery, pre- 
Irented me from entextaining fuch an abjedt thought. 

Yon 
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You may cafily fuppofe, ladies, (aid fignor Grati- 
ani, that being fo full of my paffion as I then was, 
I would not throw up my caufe, or leave my Juftina 
without making my open proteftations ; and I found 
a very favourable opportunity for fo doing iii a walk 
that we took together that evening. Accordingly, I 
opened my mind without referve, and acquainted her, 
in the tendered terms a love fo firmly rooted as mine 
was could poflibly devife, wifch that pafRon which 
h^r bright eyes, as well as the beauties of her mind, 
had infpiredy and which nothing but death itfelf could 
ever extinguiih. I recollected almoft every article,- 
that for the two years laft paft of my life I had at- 
tempted, and ufually carried into execution, in order ' 
to demonftrate to her, beyond all contradidion, the ' 
purity of my flame, and the fond ambition I had of 
doing all I could to pleafe her ; and therefore preffed 
her (as it was with her good uncle's aifent and ap- 
probation) to accept the free-will offering of my heart 
and fortune. Upon this Juftina fetched a deep (igh, 
which denoted fome violent ftruggle in her mind ; and 
I rightly divined what was the important and lecret 
caufe of that conflict. She obferved, however, a 
profound filence : and when I urged her at leaft to 
to give me fome hopes, (he aflured me, that fhe wai 
not infenfible of the peculiar regard that I had for her; 
but that (he could not abfolutely difpofe of her heart 
without the confent of her much-honoured mother, 
who was then refident in Silefia. This was all I 
could get from her during that interview. 

■ Though this, it is true, was but a vague and pre- 
carious anfwer, yet 1 imagined I had made a very con- 
iiderable progrefs ; and fuch was my vanity, I thought 
L 3 my 
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inj coftqueft furej becaaife I !ooke4 upwidienK)- 
deftj SLipd referve of my ciear Juftina as^ nothing iBOie 
tlian one of thofe formalicies^ to which ail vktuous 
ladies are naturally addided ; and the very iiexci»ora>' 
ing I communicated to the baron her uncie, the whole 
of that important conference.- I had.aU thejnft^ 
grounds imagtnahle to be perfe£Uy fatiafied with: dir 
anfwer^ though the terms were> indeed,^ a licde daii& 
aod obfcure^ which I had received. And his lordihip 
promifed me that he would wfite to his Merlin-law,, 
in order to procure for me her confeat to that alliance 
which I fo earneftly fued for. I do not in die 
leaft queiHoa but thut he had a long and private coa* 
ference with my dear JufHna upon our intended nup*-^ 
tials; for I coukt plainly perceive> that ihe diftioguiih* 
ed xne from the reft of the gentlemen who frequented 
her uncle's houfe : fhe aded with fomewhat greacrr 
freedom and more refpe£t to me than the others, ami 
would embrace every opportunity to dired her dif* 
courle to me, or now and fhen to whifper to oo^y. 
either when we were at cards» or at the concert > aad 
the lead mark of diftin£tioQ paid me, you may ima- 
gine, ladies, made my heart leap within noe for joy. 
Such was the invindble*power #k1 ioftaeac^ of i&ve 
over me at that particular jun^re \ i^v^ry heu^ I 
faw her, the fonder I grew : I doated, in ihort, uf o» 
her charms : alas I I adored her I and as the enjoy* 
ment of that dear creature was the fole aim and am*- 
bition of my fooiifh and deladfd heart, I ma4e k wf 
whole buiinefs and delight to forward aad proflnQte». 
a9 far as I was able, our iot^nded dnioA. Day after 
dsy I urged the baron to be my advocate i and he ^« 
n^ys, oa ths other hand, promifed xuei. ia the moft: 

&ieQdljr 



COQUETTE, Uc. 223 

AencHy manner, that he vrouid giv^ me his free af- 
fcnt, provided his fifter-in-law's could firft be proper!/ 
procured* 

Tired at length with nothing but fair words and 
%ecious delays, I determined refolutely, tit all adven- 
ttinea to reduce them to as narrow a compafs as pof- 
iiUe, and take a trip to Vienna, under the plaufibie 
pretence of making my moft grateful acknowledgmenta 
to thofe gentlenoen, who through the fanguine recom- 
mendatfod of the viceroy, had efpoufed my intereft, in> 
ft) efie6tual a manner at the imperial court. And wheii 
I was once there I propofed it (hould not be long be- 
fore I paid my perfonal devoirs to the hidy, my deat 
Juftina's mother, in o^der^^o receive from her ow» 
mouth a confirmation of ail my wiflies. The baron, 
whoTmcerely wiflied me wdl, approved oi the plan 
f had formed for that purpo/e^ and accordingly fur< 
nifted me with Come letters addr^fled to his fifter-in- 
kw, under his own hand, and with others frpm the 
▼keroy,>to fe^ral of the prinGipal lords- and, moll il- 
hiftrtous perfonages then in high ripute at the impe- 
rial court. Thus ftipplicd with fe multipKcity or Jfc- 
commendations, Ihadtery jttft*oom'to hope that mp 
«air would be crowned with all the good fbcceia my 
heart could wiib : and indeed it w«ts thit igmguine hopo 
abnc that was capable of alleviating th^ inward trou* 
We and concern I was in, foe being f<> long abfieat 
from the goddefs I adored. 

Na foonet was 1 arrived at Vienna, hut I deliver- 
ed aU my credentials, and received, a thoufafid litcte 
teftimonies of civitity and refpe€t from the noblemea 
iRthom I hod the honour to wait on by orders from 
the viceroy. The count of * * ♦ grand * * * of her 
L 4 imperial 
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imperial xnajefty, to whom the viceroy had recom- 
mended me in a more peculiar manner, introduced 
me every where, and invited nie divers times to en- 
tertainments given at his own houfe, when there were 
prefent a great number of lords and ladies, which made 
my refidence as agreeable as could well be conceived 
during my Ihort ftay at Vienna. Nay he, carried his 
complaifance ftill farther ; for he made me a kind of 
confidant, and gave me to underlland, that upon my 
return he would entruft me with fome commiflion of 
importance to Rome. As he feemed to have enter- 
tained a particular kindnefs for me, I thought it a 
duty incumbent on me, to entruft him with the fecret 
view I had in going to Silefia. 
^ The count of • * » feemed perfeftly overjoyed that 
I had- entertained thoughts of marrying into a Ger- 
man family; and aflured me, moreover, that I could 
not take a more prudent flep than that was, to ingra- 
tiate myfelf at the imperial court. He promifed me 
likewife, that he would acquaint her imperial majes- 
ty with my fecret intentions i to whom he was pleaf- 
cd to intimate, that feveral perfons of the firft diftinc- 
tioa had iet my character in the faired and moft ad- 
vantageous light. I could not rightly conceive to 
what iifue thefe intimations would tend ; and as I have 
entertained a perfect averiion to all court intrigues 
ever fince that unhappy -hpur in wtdch .my much- 
honoured father fell a vidlim to the refentment of the 
public; and befides, as the intereft of my heart was 
infinitely more urgentj I embraced the firil favoujrable 
opportunity that occurred, to beg of him not to re- 
tard, by any means whatever, the profecution of my 
- . • journey 
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journey into Silefia. He detained me, however, for 
a time, and fome few days after, he carried me with 
Idm to an entertainment given in the camp, where I 
dined with a young foreign nobleman, to whom he 
feemed to pay a more than common refpe£t. 

This young lord, who, as moft people imagined, 
was a Polonefe of high diftin^tion, was aperfon of no 
eafy accefs, feemed fomewhat dejected, and far from 
being open and free in converfation. However, af- 
ter I had been in his company fome time, I found his 
fentiments were truly noble. Though the count gave 
him no higher a title than his excellence, when he ad* 
drefled his difcourfe to him, yet I perceived, by the 
diftant refpeft he paid, him, that he was no lefs a per- 
fon than fome prince incpg. We had along conference 
together about the pleafures of Italy, and the cuf- 
toms peculiar to that happy country. He aiked me a 
thoufand queftions relative to the kingdom of Naples 
in particular, and at lad he pretended, ffom the pleadng 
idea I had given him of that city in particular, that he 
was ftrongly difpofed to go and fpend fome time in that 
garden of the world. Nay, he propofed that I fhould 
go along with him in about a fortnight. The count 
hearkened to that propofition, and gave me to under- 
ftand, that the journey thither was the very commif- 
fion that he intended to truft to my care and condu^. 
I anfwered with all due deference, gratitude, and ef- 
teem ; and I earneftly entreated that young nobleman 
to poftpone his intended journey at leaft for a week 
or ten days longer, that I might be enabled, within 
the compafs of that time, to pay a vifu, on which 
my future happinefs in a great meafure depended. 
He did not abfolutely infifl on going fooner : and I 
L 5 promifed. 
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promired lum Mtyblly tkat I would difpatch n^r 
own private affairs with all expedidon imagiBtblef, 
^iid (et out accoiditagty the very next day f»F ireflan^ 
where ^le mbdi^ bf the lady refidsd. 

That lady, upon my arrival thece^ very mforto* 
oatety ky dai^rouliy iilf and diat tmfbrefeen dilap^ 
pmncment detained me in that dty madi loi^et thao^ 
i expeded; becaufe I was obliged, coatrary to my 
expe^tions, to tarry at my quarters, in waitiag fee 
her recdvery, before I coald have any favourable ap- 
jlottUnity of taUdng to her on the important topic 
that was to be fecretly difcafled between us. As I 
loved my Jaftma with all the finceriiy of an humble 
adorer, diat unexpeded delay was to me an inexpref- 
fible mortification. I was feniible, that I was at w. 
pt9Lt diftance fhun her, and that it was a very diffi^ 
cult matter, Ibr that reafon, for me to write to her, 
or receive any news from the (pot where iie refided : 
and from the dangerous indiipbfitibn. that her modier 
Iftboureki under, I greatly feared that my Is^our at: 
lift Would ^rove fruitiefs and ineffe^ual. I was ua*- 
der terr^leapprehenfionslikewtfe left the coantof*** 
ftof^ be groily offoided at the violation of my pro^- 
nAhy however involuntary, in reality, it might be ^ 
and moreover, that tt might prote very prejudicial ro> 
my intereft at Hie^i^i^rial coui%. 

You muft allow, ladies, that the llituaticm of a lover 
like me, under fud^ cfifficuMes, had ibinethiijg in it* 
extremely Shocking. At lafl,. however, I was intro-- 
^<;ed to the lady, and having refided for fome weeks-. 
vA Breflau with her, begged a pofitive anfwer to the 
importaiit queftic^ I had propoftd. At firft fee de- 
filed to be excufed, under a pretence of referring the 

^airi 
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aSair to the incliaations of the barqn* Ijer brother- 
iji-taw : but I plainly difcerned the grounds of her de- 
Uy, aQd that ijie ws^s not riditly dlfpofed to marry her 
daughte^r to an Italian, However, flie affiired me> 
iipon her departure, that ^e would entirely acqui- 
efce in her brother's i&n%l determination. 

I was n^t over-pleafed with the Iflue of uiy tedious 
journey; anda fecret thought ran to my niind» though 
I could not account for it, that foreboded the incon- 
llaACj ^nd per&^us tr^acnxent I ibould iue?t with) 
ff om v^Y fair Jutting. 

I diredtly returned from RreOau to Vienuai In or- 
der to take my leave -of the gentlemen my friend* 
^re ; but in the firil place I paid my duty to the 
count of***, in order, to receive his inftru^ions and 
cpnunajids at Rome, or any other jdace within the Ita- 
lian dominions. One of the firil (jueilions, however, 
t))^t lifted him, was relatives to the young PoIoDeit: 
nobl^m^P. Jjeinfociu^d me, that he w^s impatient, 
aiid would ftay no longi^ where be wa^, but took, 
the road to Munich; and, moreover, that he was. 
not deterinined in his own mjpd, whether he fhould. 
pay his firft vifit to Italy or France. The myfterious; 
air with which he anfwcred me, raifed my curiqfity,, 
ajid induced me to make enquiry elfewhere into the: 
real quality of that Polonefe fbanger. No one, a$ . 
I could hnd, was able to make me any f^isfafStory 
reply in that particular^ The common report, how? 
eyer, was, that fome great prince had been at the im-- 
perial court, and had refided for fome time in Vien-- 
na; but then thofe reports were vs^e^and flying on-- 
fy, and by no means to be reliect on« Some infifted^ 
that he was either the cheyalicr de St. Geprgfe of 
ti^ count ^f Cha^oi^i pthexs ?gfttn.were of opimoa 

that 
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that he was the prince of Bavaria ; and others again, 
(which, indeed, was the moft probable conje^lure) 
that he was the hereditary prince of Mofcovy, and 
the unfortunate fon of the czar Peter the Firft. 

Every information that 1 procured was fo myfteri- 
ous »nd unintelligible, that I almoft wifhed I had ne- 
ver been introduced into his company. I avoided 
even fo much as making mention of the aifumed ti- 
tle of the Polonefe ftranger to any one I converfed 
with : and my whole thoughts were' bent on return- 
ing to Italy, and Naples in particular, where love had 
long fummoned me to attend. 

You may eafily imagine, ladies, that on my firft ar- 
rival in that city, my principal care and concern was 
to pay my devoirs to my angelic Juftina. A mif- 
trefs, whom st lover had not fet eyes on -for five months 
. fucceffively, muft, doubtlefs, be a tranfporting fight ; 
efpecially to one whofe heart wias confcious of no 
adl of inconftancy or perfidibufnefs to leproach it 
Mine was, without teferve; delivered up to that in- 
nocent pleafure, and inceffantly fighed after thai 
happy moment which fltould throw me into the ra- 
vifliing embraces of my dear Juftina. I flattered 
tnyCelf, moreover, that the happy hour was not far 
diftant, when the baton her uncle told me ingenuouf- 
ly, that bis fifter-in-law was In great fears, that her 
dear Juftina could not brook that reftraint to which 
all the Italian ladies in general' are accuftomedj and 
for that reafon Ihe had ftrong objections to the nup- 
tials propofed. To this he added, however, in very 
obliging and friendly terms, that fuch eftrangem«it^ 
fellfolely on my country, and that /he had no objec- 
tion to my perfbn. He frankly confeiTed, moreover, 
that he iincerely wifhed ouir alliance might take place. 

He 
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He could not poflibly fay any thing to me, that wai 
more capable of foothing the anguiih that fo bitter- 
ly tortured my aching heart. My hard cafe, it xa 
true, afie^ed him much; and he feemed really con- 
cerned at my dejedtion. For my own part, I could 
not refrain from expoftulating with him in the follow-* 
ing ternis. 

Alas/ then, iir, are hot the fecret fighs and tears, 
which I have vented and flied for thefe three years 
paft, fufiicient to afiure my deareft Juftina, that fhe, 
send /he only, reigns miftrefs of my heart } does a 
ibndnefs and affedtion for her, fo conftant and efta- 
bliihed as mine is, deferve to be treated with fo many 
obftacles, or rather, diredt oppofitlons? If there be 
the lead neceffity, continued I, to give your Juftina, 
and mine, any farther demonftrations of my being at 
all times ready and willing to accomplifh any thing 
ihc can reafonaWy wiih or require, I will, on her fir ft 
requeft, change all the lands and effects I am now 
poifeffed of into houfes, government fecurities, or 
-makeany alterations therein as (he, or you fliall pleafe 
to order and direct, and tranfport myfelf into his im- 
perial majefty's dominions. 

The offer, replied the baron, is too unreafonable, 
too condefcending for you to comply with. We will 
not put you on any fuch unmerciful teftimonies of 
jrour veracity or honour. I will go and write to my 
lifter, and do you go and pay Juftina a vifit, 

I have already, faid I, paid my refpefts to your 
niece, and llie did not receive me with that life and 
fpirit, that ardency and pleafure, which the moft re- 
ferved or modeft affedlibn would have been conftrain- 
ed to (hew for an avowed lover, after fo many months, 
or, in fliort> fuch an age of abfeoce. All our conver- 

fatioa 
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iati^n tarn«d oa the faealth and welfare of lier oio-- 
tber, and oa the geaeial news of the countxy» not* 
withiknding I uTed tny utmoft endeavours to toucb 
a more in^ereftiog and l^rmomous ftring. I excuied 
her at fy&p coafidering that filial duty ihe naturaUj 
owed to a foad and indulgent mother, who had hee^ 
long abfent from her ; but the continuation of her^ 
Goldnefs and indifierence gave me foon juft grounds, 
to fear that ihe wa« perfidious and incondant. ] oW 
ferved, moreover, that my Juftina Ihewed, too vjfi- 
bly for n|e> a more a^e^Ionate regard for a yoKflg 
German^ arrived at Naples, during, my tour bto Si- 
loiia. He was her devoted fervaat at alt a4em)>lic9». 
and was more laviih, if poilible, than myfelf, in bi^ 
ezpences, to procure her favour. Through tlie ap-. 
pellation of a German, he found it no difficult m^- 
ter to ingratiate himfelf either with the viceroy, or 
the baron: I found them all together ii and as be was 
perfe^y well acquainted with all the courts in £u* 
rope, and more particularly that of Viefina, be ma^^- 
enquiry after divers noblemen that I bad f«en these, 
Qur converfation, however, was i-ery general: say- 
heart was fwelled to that degree, with lave and jea* 
loufy, that in my anfwers I was very laconic, and 
treated him with fuch a coldnefs and reluctance, a». 
is natural to a man in his conv^rfe with one he ima- 
gines to be a rivaU On firil fight of him, it dafted. 
into my thoughts, that my Juilina's indifference to* 
wards me could arife from no other fource ihan her 
regard for him. I nuift do the gentleman jufticej;: - 
both his perfon and deportment were very ftropg: 
lecommeadations in hiii fisivour. H^ had made feve- 
ral public entertainments for the ladies, and Juftiqa. 
^^ Vw?y? Ji .party principally ^iwtsrnedL As hoj* 

^fiumed 
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«fliinied tbc cbfini6ber of a Germai,. iie perlbniac^ 
one fo weil» that it vmt impoflible for the moft Ihedr 
cMKrveF to diTcowr kiin to be a native of ao)r otfaer 
country : and it k highij probabl^^ tkat i' ftould hatre 
entertauied a much more £stToufd>ie opinion of him 
than I ididy if I had not beeb fuch a bKnd amorous- 
dupe .«» I waa. It is a very mortifying artide, how- 
^very ifor a nice and delicate lover to expatiate on fuch 
particular proceedings. 

I ufed my utmoft. endeavotnrs to rcckim my Juf- 

tina by every a£t of fcmdHefs and indulgence that my 

sdmoft*breken heart could poiSbly devife. No foon- 

er had that pretended German given the ladies a pub*> 

lie enterfainmenty than I took ail imaginable care to* 

give anorker the next dayi. and regardlefs of the ex^ 

pence, I always ecltpfed the glory of his, however 

magnijiceiit in reality it wsts: notwithftandfng all' 

thefe precautions,. I could not anfwer the end pro* 

pofed j that is ro fay, to be preferred before him.. 

lu flM>rt, I was abfolutely drove to the very brink of 

defpair. Juftina was not infenfible of the confufion: 

«nd perplexity I was in ; and vifibly dreading left I' 

ihouJd pubiifii the amour which I had fo long fup- 

ported, fte, with aii the arttfke of a conrt-coquette,^. 

divided her favours and her frowns fo equally be^ 

tween my rival and me, that &e always got the,ai^ 

cendancy over uie at that critical oonjun^ure whea^ 

my dr%uft and vefentment were upon the tiddiih 

polint of breaking out and coming to Ught: my lovo 

•nd aflfefkfon for her reviving, and being, as it were, 

Tekiii<il«d hy ftich artful illufibns, I looked upon my* 

(elf as monftroufly to blame, nay, ungrateful, for cn-*^ 

tertainifig the leaft jealous thought of her being in 

the leaft perfidious and inconftant. In ibort> Juftina 
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a^ed the part of a coquette with that art and addrefi, 
that bj her plaufible complaints ihe gave me to un- 
derftand, that the favours ihe (hewed my rival, the 
German, were purely out of complaifahce and regard 
for her indulgent uncle; and I, like a blind inamora- 
to, took all that (he faid for gofpel upon her bare 
word. . It mufl be acknowledged, indeed, that all 
fuch romantic lovers, as I was, are thoughtlefs dupes 
and credulous coxcombs. 

This falfe confidence of mine gave me an opportu- 
nity of preifing her home, to let me know the true 
fiate and fituation of her heart : and Juftina, though 
nothing could load her confcicnce with the weight of 
a more fecret fin, Or one of a deeper dye, fwore to 
me, that ihe fighed for me, and me only, though flie 
thought it mod: advifeable, for a while, to keep her 
pafllon for me concealed. She had fo far the art of 
fond perfuafion over me, that at lad I thought myfeJf 
one of the happieft lovers that ever breathed upon 
the face of the earth. ' Every thing feemed to favour 
and countenance this fatal error* Juftina did not 
fo frequently appear in public as (he ufed to do ; and 
my rival, to all outward appearance, was not near fo 
ajiiduous : he did not vifit the viceroy fo often as he 
did before; who under a pretence of being violently 
indifpofed, admitted none to his table but fuch offi- 
cers as were his mof): intimate friends and acquaint 
tance. The baron her uncle went oftener to the 
court, and his niece, in his abfence, being obliged to 
(hake off a great part of her vifiters, amufed herfelf 
with frequenting only private concerts, where I was 
alwa^.s admitted. This a£t of indulgence giving me 
a favourable opportunity of feeing her with greater 

freedom, 
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freedom, I never let the leaft lucky moment flip^ that 
I had to entertain her with my proteftations of eter- 
nal love and conftancy : and (he feemed highly de^ 
lighted with ail my afllduities and attendances upon 
her. 

In my own mind I was perfcdly overjoyed at the 
viceroy's being indifpofed; though moft people of 
faihion looked upon it only as a feint, and firmly dif- 
believed the current report. Naples was at that time 
full of foreigners ; every one feemed jealous of the fe- 
cret views of the Spanifli court. Nay, it was V^hif- 
pered about> that there was a confpiracy on foot ; 
and it was rumoured, that a nobleman of high rank 
and difiin^ion was fent, for fome mifdemeanour^ 
which was purpofely concealed, to the caftie of St* 
Elme 5 in the private profecution of whom the vice- 
roy's time (as the politicians infinuated) was wholly 
taken up, under the pretence of his being dangerous- 
ly indifpofed. The pretended German, my rivaU 
feemed to be in a greater flutter and cohfiilion than 
any onee)fe; and I never faw him, but that fufpefted 
confpiracy vvas the principal fubjedt of hi^ difcourie. 
As it was more for the intereft of the government, 
however, to quaih fuch an idle rumour, than to let 
it gain ground, the viceroy opened his palace again, 
and the baron refumed his ailemblies. To thisfalfe 
report of a plot, another rumour immediately^ fuc- 
ceeded; and that was, though highly improbable, 
that the chevalier de St. George reiided fomewhere 
in the city, ineeg, Juftina ihewed a violent curiofity 
to be informed who that iiluitrious adventurer was ; 
and as the Polonefe flranger whom I had feen feve- 
ral times at Vienna, came into my thoughts, I told 

her 
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her unguardedly, that in ail probitLtiility he was tfie 
man, and, that fhe might* be more alTured of the truth 
of her inteUigence,^ I would make it my buimefsto'- 
examine his features the firft time I faw him. Un* 
happily for her, as' well as the Polonefe ftranger, I 
described him too well. This ftranger, for feveral 
days fttccefiively, was the principal topic of our con- 
▼eriadon. As I was under no apprehenfion of the 
leail^ guile or deceit, I very naturally told her the 
whole ftory, as I had heard it related at Vienna. My 
fkithiefs, perfidious mtftrefs, as foon as fhe was let in* 
to the fecret, communicated it with a world of plea-^ 
fore to my rival, the pretended Grerman, but reward* 
•d jny imprudent difcovcry with fome- tender expref- 
fion^ to (both my pailion for her,. by fwearing to me, 
time after time, that (he was iti great hopes that my 
Ibve and con^acy would conquer, very ihortly, her 
motherV prejudices and obje^ions to our happy iH 
aion. 

Notwithfbmding all thefe artliil aCurances of 4ier9», 
VatiM was relilefs and uneafy to find the fumilkrities^ 
that pa({ed between her and my rival. 1 concealed,. 
however, as wtil as I could^ my jealoufy and diftrufk, 
in order not to augment tho(p difagreeable ideas (he 
hod entertained, of the aufterity of moft Italian hal^ 
bands. Nay, I. carried the point ftiU farther, and af- 
h&td to. have a better opinion of xaj rival than in 
seality I had before^ QovM any one be more com^ 
pki&nt? Some few days after that, en opportunity 
ofl«red for my ihcwing him what an. eafy and con- 
n»ited lover I was. One evening, when I went to 
Juftiaa's houie, on«ccount of a private concert there,, 
wlwre I generally tmlt one of the p^rfermer*, I per- 
ceived; 
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cwtd that the Grerman, my rival, dapped a paper, 
folded up io the neateft manaer, into her hands. I 
was forely chagrined, I own, at this public a£tof fat- 
milkiity, and propofed to expoftulate with, her upon 
that point: I pretended, however, to have fecn no- 
thing of that piece of gallantry ; and I ftepped up to* 
her with an air of fteedom and content. Juftina,^ 
with a very ferene countenance,, told nne, that ihe 
would gmtify- my curiofity with a fight, before the 
concert began, of a very curious letter that the Ger- 
man had communicated to her. She read to me ac' 
eordingly the fom and fublhince of a long letter, da- 
ted from. Vienna, which contained a very circumftan- 
lial account of an efcape of a certain Mahometan^ 
prince out of the (eraglio, with a view, as it was re- 
ported, t!it> rettoimce hi« faith, and become a member 
of thcf chfiftian and tree. catholic church; and morc- 
OYicr, rfaftt he afTumed the title of prefumptive heir 
of the Ottoman empire. The author of that hifto- 
rical aaecdote pretended, that that Tutkift prmce, hav-^ 
iag takenhls firft flight to Vienna, petitioned Hie impe^ 
rkil court to^flielter and protefthim, and permithtmto. 
refide in their capital cky as a foreigner, incog, in or- 
der not to ineenfe the Ottoman portc too far. Seme 
iwftfted that he had taken his route to Rome, in or- 
der to be baptised by his holineft ; and it was far- 
ther reported, that he waa to refide at Naples, tilH 
he could be eompleteiy baptifed according to his- 
high chara^rand birth. He was defcribed, accord- 
ing to cotmnon*iai!ne, as a prince, wd! made,, of a- 
fwarthy complexion, with hair of a chefnut cokmr,. 
afld eyes brilHant and lively enough, wtth a ftem 
leok, and an dbAntmmdj in flrort, fo much like- 

tbe> 
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the foreigner I faw at Vienna, that I could not re- 
frain from once more aiTerting that he was the iden- 
tical perfon. 

Juflina pretending that /he had obferved fome va- 
riations in what I had told her before, and the cha^ 
raster defcribed in the manufcript; this gave the pre- 
tended German a very favourable opportunity of aik- 
ing me a multitude of queftions, and comparing mjr 
anfwers with the lineaments of the perfon defcribed 
in the letter. At laft, however, he concluded, that 
thepi^ure therein drawn was the very identical perfon 
I had feen at Vienna; and upon mature confiderati- 
on, we neither of us doubted, but the nobleman, 
incog, who was confined within the caftle of St. Elme, 
was the illuflrious prince of the Ottoman em- 
pire. The natural air with which Jufllna fupported 
this converfation left me no room to doubt of the fto- 
ry contained in the Crennan's narrative, notwith* 
fianding I then thought it moft advifeabie to con- 
ceal my jealoufy and refentment. My error ftili 
continued for fome days, but at the end of that (pace 
of time I very plainly perceived, that Juftina ceafed 
her ufual familiarity with me, and liftened v/ith at- 
tention to nothing but what came from the mouth 
of the German, having cajoled me out of all the 
ecclairciffement that in reality fhe wanted. Nay» 
farther, I was fecretly informed, that my rival's va- 
let carried particular mefTages to her almofl eveiy 
day. In fhort, I could vifibly difcover, that Juftina 
was inclined in her heart to defert me. My iincere 
paffion for her was alarmed at fuch repeated a6ts of 
coldnefs and indifference: I ftudied, every way I 
could think of, to revive her aflfe6tion for mc; but 

all 
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all my endeavours prov^ fruitlefs and ineffedbial. 
Though drove almoft to defpair by thefe alternatives, 
I flill waited with patience for Tome time) in hopes 
that upon the receipt of a letter from her mother, 
with her approbation of our intended union, (he would 
fettle her wavering mind, and reward my conftancy. 
You muft allow» ladies, that few Italians would 
prove (b patient and condefcending. This delay» 
however, turned out the conclufion .of my love. 

Tired, perfedlly tired, with this capricious deport- 
ment of the fair Juftina, I foon after waited upon 
her uncle to beg of him to explain ingenuoully the views 
which the German had in his repeated gallantries to- 
wards his niece. I flatter myfelf, faid I, that, after 
the fanguine promife, my lord, which you were fo 
good to make me, you will indulge me fo far, as to 
cafe my tortured mind in regard to the capricious de- 
portment of your niece. Her coldnefs and -indiffer- 
ence, the filence of her mother, and the inceifant af- 
llduous vifits of the German, perfeftly alarm my 
love and affeftion for her. It is poffible, my lord, 
I may be miftaken; and if you will be but kind e- 
nough, to afliire me that I am fo, I ihall depend on 
your veracity, and be perfectly eafy. The baron, 
her uncle, gave but a cold anfwer to this warm re- 
monftrance. He told me, that the German ftran- 
ger, whom I fpoke of, was a nobleman of high birth 
and diitindtion, and one upon bis travels $ and that 
I had no great occafion to be jealous of his friendly 
deportment towards his niece, efpecially (ince he was 
juft upon his departure. Nay, farthermore, he faid, 
after a very blunt manner^ I am furprifed, for mj 

part. 
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part, Amt yota donot dlCpate the point widx Emn itfce 
M man of honour. 

Thts. taunt) coming from the mouth of an able 
tfid catpericncftd officer, and from a Germfitn baron, 
•appeafed to me a grofs^ velk£tion on mj courage. 
Full of this idea, I determined rather to lofe my 
life than my milrefe: upon my departure t^refbre 
firom the baron, whofe biont reproach had'ihmgrae 
to the heart, I went direftfy to tnj nvttVs quarters, 
and in plain terms d&aitenged him to fight me. My 
rival, imagining I was not really in earneft, laughed 
at my propo6tion, aad began to raflty me irpon fb raft 
a mifcoadud. The ferious air, however, that I put 
on^and tiie rcfentoient which he found glowed in my 
bo^bm, toa vifxbiy denoting my fksed Hitentions not 
to recede froot my purpofe, he readily accepted of 
toy challenge, upon condition l^t I woo^kl ingenu- 
oufly acknowledge the real motive. That I will, 
faid I, without the heaft referve. You cannot but 
be fenfible, that I adore iignora Juftina, and that I 
had an indifpu table right to her favour and a#e€Hon 
before your arrival^ and that the ardent deiire I had 
of haftening our happy nluptiafe inducednie to be ab* 
fent from her fo long, and to wait on her mother, 
then in Skle£a» to folicit her oonfent. £i<her there* 
fore, fir, refolve never to vifit her any moFe, or our 
fwords ihail determine who has the beft tf tIe.«^Take 
your choice, fir.»*-It is mighty well, fir, faid' fheGer- 
man. — Why then I wiU^ make choice of both— I wiH 
lefign to you all my darm to the lady-^But we will 
fi^t it out notwithftanding— Are you wrlfing?— Yes, 
replied I, I am.«^Wfay then, to-moprow, fir, I wiH 

meet 
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imeet ydu without fail by fix — aod fnentioned the par- 
ticular fpot. 

As we bad thus fetled the preliminariesy I seturo- 
€d home* and wrote a line to my fair iacoaftanty 
to inform her, that I was refoluteijbenc to difpute nif 
intereft in her heart with my rival, whom ihe fo ua- 
unju&ly preferred before me. 

It is poilible, madam, faid I in my note, that this 
may be the laft time that you will be importuned with 
tay iighs : and in cafe you do not fee me to-morrow^ 
you may be aiTured that your perfidious deportment, 
and the fword of my more powerful rival, have pre- 
vailed* and that the moft faithful and conftaat of all 
lovers is no mote. 
' I gave my vakt ftrt£t oniers not to deliver this 
meiBige till the very moment he faw me fet out for 
the place appointed for the decifion of this important 
aSair;. 

My German rival waa pun^ual, I found, to his ap- 
pointment. We fought for fome condderable time 
without any remarkable advants^e on either fide, and 
without any blood-fhed. Soon after, however, I per- 
ceived that I had' received a wound in my fide; but 
in the heat of a combat, where my Jnflina was to 
be the prize or reward of the conquefi-^ I was fb 
mucM mafter of myfelf, as to conceal my pain, in or- 
der to renew the battle. However, the blood that 
flowed from my wound betraying what I would have 
concealed, and my rival perceiving that he had receiv- 
ed a flight wound in his arm, he dropped the point of 
his fwofd, and afked me whether I was fufiiciently 
*fatisfied ?«— ^Afte^ that'hoexprc^dan afibftionate con- 
cern for my welfare* The large quantity of blood 

that 
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that I loft on this occafion, giving himjuil groundf to 
fear that my life was in danger, he begged the fa- 
vour of me to conceal the duel, till he had time e- 
nough to quit Naples, frQm whence he was determin- 
ed to depart that very evening. I faithfully promif- 
ed that I would ; but as I could not equally anfwer 
for the fecrecy of my vdlet, I advifed him either to 
quit the place diredlly, or at leaft to fly for ihelter to 
the firft church he came to, for fear of a purfuit. My 
rival, who was a perfedt ftranger to our cuftoms, in 
regard to an afylum in fuch dilemmas, feemed charm- 
ed with the generous advice I gave him ; and being will- 
ing to teftify his generofity, at the fame time wiflied me 
my life a thbufand times over, and good fuc- 
cefs in my amour. He told me moreover, -in order 
to remove all fufpicions and jealouiies of any intend- 
ed rivaKhip, that the dangerous wound I had received 
had only retarded his departure for one day; and 
hsd aflairs of the lad importance to tranfadt. From 
thence, faid he, you may from a juft judgement that 
I paid a vifit at Naples, with quite different views from 
that of a love-adventure. 

He took his leave: and I, very follicitous about 
the concealment of my misfortune, for fear of betray- 
ing him, took care to be conve3red, as privately as 
pollible, to the firft jnn that could be met with there- 
abouts ; where, uiider pretence of preparing myfelf 
in a proper manner for one of their bagnios, I fent for 
a furgeon. In. the mean time my abfence from Na- 
ples was taken great notice of; as dfo that of the Ger- 
man, my rival, who was vani&ed all on a fudden; 
which occurrences by both it was foon fufpe6ted, 
that our animofities had been determined by a duel. 
" The viceroy had immediate notice of the affair, fent 
inftantly a guard to both our refpedtive apart- 
ments 
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ments, and ray retinue were taken into cuftody, with- 
out being able to diftover what was become of me. 
The baron, who had a peculiar regard for me, not- 
withftanding ail the prejudices his niece had endea- 
voured to infpire him with to my difadvantage, was 
indefatigable in his endeavours to find me out : but 
whilft he was thus follicitous in his enquiries after 
me, he difcovered, what he little fufpedted, that his 
niece Juftina and her governante were both elcped^ 
When this news once got air, he no ways doubted, 
but that, after I had murdered the German, I had fe- 
cured my prize. That falfe, though natural notion 
enough, fired the good old officer with rage and re- 
fentment. He obtained a warrant from the viceroy 
for fearching every place, that they had the leafl fuf- 
picion of, throughout the whole city. My life was 
at (lake in cafe of my being deemed guilty. In fo 
clofe a fearch, I was heard of the next day : the ba- 
ron came himfelf to the inn where I was quartered, 
at the head of the officers who were invefled with the 
warrant, and without any regard to decency or punc- 
tilio, flew up to my chamber ; and drawing the cur- 
tains of my bed in a violent pafHon, expecting to find 
his niece with me, he afked me in the mod haughty 
and imperious tone,-what I had done with her ? where 
was his dear Juflitaa? That name, which I fo much 
doated on, reviving my flame for her, I made anfwer 
in a kind of tranfport, — Here, in my heart. In your 
heart! faid he, perfidious mifcreant! What then, 
faid he, (he's fled, is (he ? And with tJiat he drew 
^ his fword, with an intent to punilh that heart 
that had robbed hinf of his niece. He was going, in 
(hort, to facrifice me to his unjufl refentm^nt that mo- 
ment, had not the officer who was prefent with him. 
Vol. H. M and 
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and feemed aflionifhed at my tranquillity, prevented 
him by laying faft hold on his arm. 

You may eaiily imagine, that the rage of the ba- 
ron, the name of Juftina, whom he demanded at 
my hands, and the rude treatment that I met with, 
could not fail of ftrikihg me with aftoniihment to the 
laft degree. Love, efteem, friendfliip, gratitude, fear, 
defpair^ and a thoufand jealous thoughts, nifhing on 
my mind at once, almoft broke .my heart : I felt a 
thoufand different Clocking thoughts, a thouiand dif- 
ferent tortures, which words have no power to ex- 
prefs. I recollefted myfelf, however, as well as I 
could, and a(ked the baron, in my turn, from whence 
arofe that fury and vengeance of his againft an innocent 
friend, and the moft afHidted and unfortunate of all 
fmcere and conftant lovers. He anfwered me, in the 
moft cruel terms, that he was come to demand his 
niece at my hands, whom I had robbed him of in the ' 
mod clandeiline and difhonourable manner ; and to 
demand fatisfa6lion, moreover j for the life of his friend, 
the German, whom I had facrificed to my refentment. 
I refolutely protefted againft both thofe imputations 
^s fcandaloufly falfe : I aifured him that the German, 
my fufpefted rival, was alive, and in perfedl health: 
and I voluntarily offered to join my endeavours with 
his, in order to recover, if poflible, my dear Juftina ; 
and I was doubtful whether I ought not to lay at my 
rival's door that attempt, with which I was fo falfely 
and difingenuoufly charged. In (hort, after all thefe | 
expoftulations, I related every minute circumftance i 
of our quarrel, our duel, and our final farewel. i 

Notwithftanding all my allegations, I was inftantly 
clapped into a litter, and tranfported, under a ftrong 

guard, 
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guard, to the caftle of St, Elme. I was very clofely 
confined i and my furgeon was the only perfon allow- 
ed to vifit me; and, to do the gentleman juftice, his 
ability and addrefs, as well as his humane concern 
tor the many hardlhips I laboured under, will always 
demand my moft grateful acknowledegments. 

One day that gentleman faid to me, upon his firft 
entrance into my apartment, that he was entrufted 
with a fecret commiffion to pay the compliments of a 
Polonefe nobleman, and to deh'ver to me the billet 
which he then put into my hands. I trembled at the 
very opening of it, though I could affign no juft rea- 
Ton for any peculiar concern. The whole contents 
were comprifed in the few following lines : 

The Polonefe ftranger, with whom you had fome 
private converfe at the houfe of the count of 
***, has heard of your misfortune, and is fincerelv 
concerned at it; he is refident in this place, and could 
wifh it was any ways in his power to do you any fer- 
vice. He freely oflFers you his purfe, having nothing 
elfe to offer. He is one who is altogether as unfor- 
tunate as yourfelf; butunlefs you are defirous of ag- 
gravating his misfortunes, you will oblige him in for- 
getting that you ever faw him, and ad the friend 
in never opening your mouth about him. ' 

My furgeon defired to know whether my billet re- 
quired an anfwer: and I contented myfelf with only 
fending him the following Aort reply, by word of 
mouth, viz. That I was infinitely delighted with the 
remembrance of that young nobleman ; that I return- 
ed him a thoufand thanks for his generous offer; and 
that he might rely on my honour and fecrecy in re- 
gard to the important article which he mentioned. 

M z whaa 
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Whilft I was in this folitary fituation, a dole prifo- 
ner in the caftle, I made many a melancholy reflection 
on my own wayward fortune. I knew myfelf per- 
fectly innocent: I could not, on mature deliberation, 
think the German, my imaginary rival, guilty of the 
crime. I was willing likewife to judge favourably 
of my dear Juilina, and to think that (he had ftill 
more honour than infidelity in her condudt ; and yet I 
was forely at a lofs to account for her fudden and un- 
expected difappearance. — ^That German, faid I to my- 
felf, could never, I imagine, have demeaned himielf 
fo far, could never play fuch an hypocritical cowardly 
part, after having aCted with fo much generofitj and 
honour. I always looked upon him as a man of cou- 
rage and intrepidity, and we very feldom find any per- 
fon, who is truly valiant, capable of being guilty of 
a very bafe and mean-fpirited aCtion : but, had that 
been the cafe, and had he proved fo fhamefully diT- 
ingennous, could the dear Juftina, the angel whom I 
adore, have ever proved fo falfe, and fo perfidious, 
as to confent to fuch a difgraceful elopement ? could 
Ihe ever be fo barbarous as to fting me to the heart, at 
the fame time that I was (hedding my blood in order 
to merit her efteem? — ^No, no, replied I, Juftina ' 
could never acquiefce in an a6t of fo much horror i 
and injuftice. Juftina knows full well, that I adore , 
her : ■ fee loves me ftill ; and it is highly probable, | 
that at this very moment (he is inconfolable, by find- 
ing herfelf in the forced embraces of fome perfidious 
(tranger. O Juftina! cried I, I am abfolutely drive 
to deipair, through my ignoiance of that cruel for- 
tune which, I fear, has befallen you. 

I 
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I was in one of thefe reveries when the baron paid 
me a vifit in my apartment : he had a paper in his 
hand, and his eyes were fwelled with tears. I could 
not tell what to make of this ^ unexpected vifit ; 
for every thing Teems frightful and hideous to a 
perfon under clofe confinement. He approached my 
bed-fide, and (aid to me, as he threw the paper down 
before me, I am come, fir, to explain to you a fecret, a 
riddle fo myilerious, that it almoft breaks my heart. 
My perfidious wickej niece has deceived us both : and 
in order to recompence you for all your fighs and tears, 
all your affiduities and expenfive prefents, the infa- 
mous, the undutiful, the ungrateful, has thrown her- 
felf into the embraces of a Ruflian nobleman.— 

Read there Behold ! if you can with patience, 

the letter which fhe has had the hardinefs to fend 
me. Sure — a fond, indulgent uncle, was never fo 
ihamcfiiUy abufedJ 

After this, the baron drawing his fword, and deli- 
vering it, naked as it was, into my hands, Here, fir, 
faid he, take this, and plunge it, without referve, in- 
to my bofom : punifh my fondnefs and credulity as 
they juflly deferve ; and wafh out, with my blood, 
that eternal blemifh, that indelible blot upon my ho- 
nour, with which it is irretrievably Itained by my 
gracelefs, abandoned niece; and avenge the wrongs, 
which this raih hand, through a blind partiality, and 
the heat of my paflion, had inevitably done you, had 
It not been providentially with-held. 

Here the good old officer burft into tears. For my 

own part, I fetched a deep figh or two, not knowing 

what proper anfwer to make, and took up the fatal 

M 3 billet. 



^46 THE UNFORTUNATE 

billet, and in a perfeffc tremor read it over ; the fab« 
fiance whereof was to this, or the like etfed, viz. 

That being terrified at the hard lot which general- 
ly attends all Neapolitan wives, and imagining her- 
felf a deftined facrifice to an Italian friend, her ro- 
mantic lover, fignor Gratialii, fhe was determined, at 
all adventures, to accompany the Ruiiian nobleman, 
who had frequented his houfe under the aifumed cha- 
radter of the German Granger ; and that fhe made no 
doubt, but that by an intermarriage with him ihe 
ihould fhine at Peterfburgh, fince he was a peculiar 
favourite of the czar. 

It is poflible for words to exprefs, continued the 
baron, that (urprize which I was in upon the receipt 
of that imperious, and moft undutiful letter. 

O heavens ! cried I, overwhelmed with deep def- 
pair, how long has love been fuch a monftrous crime, 
that I mufl fuffer fuch agonizing pains for my adora- 
tion of an ungrateful beauty ! What puniibment thea 
can be fufiicient for perfidioufnefs and infidelity,, if a 
paiCon fo pure, and fo conftant, as mine has been, de- 

ferves fuch a fevere treatment ? What I Can Juf- 

tina infult and betray me, after a demonflration of fo 
much fondnefs; after repeated a6ts of uncommon 

indulgence ? ^And fhall I doat on her ftill ! — — . 

No, no, faid I to the baron j I will confole myfelf, 
under the weight of fo unparalleled an affliftion, 
and will ceafe to punifh you, my lord, with the 
mention of a folly, which I now fincerely re- 
pent of I will fit down, with as much content 
as poiilbly I can, under her confefllon of fo glar- 
ing a jerfidy ; fince it clears me, beyond all contra- 

di^iont 
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didlion, to your lordihip, of that grofs guilt which you 
fo unjuftly laid to my charge. Let her follow her in- 
famous Ruflian ; but let your lordfhip and me retain 
that mutual friendihip which has for fo many years 
fubiifted between us ! After this addrefs I gave my 
hand to the afilidted baron. We embraced each 
other more aiFedlionately, if poffible, than ever. 
I delivered the fword back to his lordfhip, and begged 
of him to fheathe it : the baron, confcious of hit 
unjuft infult, and unmerited refentment, afked 21 
thoufand pardons for his raflinefs, and too hafty 
cenfure of my condud. He ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledged, that his high difpleafure was worked up to that 
unjuftifiable pitch, through the falfe and ungeneroui 
iniinuations of Juftina, that I had fecret intentions 
of ftealing her away from him in a diihonourable and 
dandefkine manner. In fhort, he frankly told me, it was 
that artful mifreprefentation of hers, that induced him 
to fpeak of my adting like a man of honour, the fenfe 
of which I fo unhappily miftook.— I confidered th« 
weight of his lordihip*s grief. And took particular 
care, therefore, to utter no reproaches. *1 thought my^ 
felf happy (though it coft me fo dear) that I was able 
to break that charm, which had fo unaccountably 
fixed me the conftant adorer of the perfidious Jufti« 
na. 

Whilfl we were thus confoling each other, an officer, 
by exprefs orders from the viceroy, waited on me, to 
let me know that I was honourably difcharged, and 
at full liberty to sB. as I pleafed. I had now no 
centinels . to guard me ; my own domeftics were 
permitted to attend. It was moreover left to my 
own choice,, whether I thought proper to remove 
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from the caftle to my own ufual place of refidence, 
or to refidc in the apartment till I was perfedtly re- 
ftorcd to my former ftate of health. I accepted 
of the laft offer, through the advice of my fur- 
geon, who was much afraid left a too hafty re- 
moval might retard my cure. I was in a fair way 
of doing well; I could get up, and walk about. I 
received vifits from my friends, and I faw the baron 
every day. In the cool of the evening I could make 
ihift to take a tour upon the terrace by way of an airing 
and to meditate, as long as I thought proper, on the 
inconftancy of the fair fugitive. I was furprifed that 
I never faw the^Polonefe ftranger, who honoured me 
with his billet J and I durft not make any enquiry a- 
bout him, left I ihould be guilty of a breach of pro- 
mife, fince he delired to be concealed, though for 
what reafons I was at a lofs to determine. I could not 
forbear refledling, however, with gratitude, on the ho- 
nour and refpe£t which he had fo privately (hewed me. 
At laft, by accident, I faw him upon the terrace. I 
approached hip accordingly, in order to pay my duty 
to him, and return my grateful acknowledgements for 
the honours he had done me: but he put on a fter- 
ner countenance than he did when I faw him at Vi- 
enna, and fcemed induftrious to avoid me. I was fo 
altered, that he could not recolledl who I was, till I had 
actually made my addrefs. He exprefled abundance 
of pleafure on feeing me again; aflured me of his fin- 
cere concern for the misfortunes that I had laboured 
under, and begged of me to oblige him with a fliort 
recital. He fecmed to me to have his thoughts quite 
otherwife engaged ; and I looked upon the attention 
which he gave to what I {^d, as a mark only of po- 

litenefs 
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litenefs and refpedl. Alas! I little imagined how 
deeply 1117 ftorj affected himj but I foon difcovered 
the fecret fpring j for in the continuation of the thread 
of my adventures, when I touched upon the Ruffian, 
of whom Juftinahadfpoke to her uncle, the Polonefe 
ftranger cried out, in a kind of confufion, O, fir, I am 

adiualJy betrayed! Your rival was my accurfed 

fpy ; let us retire, and I will tell you, in my turn, 
the fubjedt of my fears. 

When we were alone in his own apartment, the 
Polonefe ftranger, very vifibly difturbed in mind, ad- 
dreffed mc in the following terms. 

Do not conceal, I conjure you, one fingle article, or 
the minuteft circumftance, relative to your rival: it is 
poffible I may live to fee the day when I may be able 
to do you juftice, and avenge your caufe. I am, fir, 
faidhe, witha deje^edair, the unfortunate CzardwitK, 
the hereditary prince of Mufcovy j and although the 
only fon of the moft puiffant monarch in the univerfe, 
you fee, I am reduced to the neceffity of petitioning 
for an afylum againft the vengeance of an incenfed fa- 
ther. -Can it be poffible, my dear prince, faid I in- 
terrupting him, that I ihould be happy enough, un- 
der the weight of all my misfortunes, to find fome 
affinity between your highnefs's affliftions and my 

own? 1 inflantly arofe, in order to teftify my fur- 

prife and my refpedt. Keep your feat, continued the 
prince ; give me but your attention, and I will entiuft 
you with an important fecret. Ever fince I have ab- 
sconded from Ruffia, I have been informed, that the 
czar, my father, has difpatched fpies, throughout all 
- the Aiiatic and Europ<san courts, in order to find out 
*the place of my abode. I had private intimation of 
M 5 it 
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it given me at Vienna ; and that was the real reafon, 
when I firft faw you, why I affumed the character of 
the Polonefe ftranger. His Imperial majefty, who is 
my brother-in-law, fearbg left 1 (hould be difcover- 
ed, fent me to Tirol. I was purfued thither, and 
found ouLhy RomanzofF, the captain of my father's 
guard i but I got off by night, and fled hither in order 
to lie concealed. No one here, I am apt to believe^ 
knows me, befides yourfelf, except the vice-roy, and 
one or two perhaps of his council. I have been refi- 
dent here fome confiderable time, and I propofe tore- 
fide here tncog. till a happy reconciliation with my 
father can be accompliihed. Now, by all concurring 
circumftances, I take it for granted, I am betrayed. 
The filence of all my correfpondents, and the fudden 
departure of that Ruffian, who has refided here fome 
time under the affumed titte of the German ftranger^ 
makes me very uneafy, and apprehenfive that my fa- 
ther has heard of my retreat. Now, fir, tell me, I 
beg of you, does any friend of yours know that I am 
here? did that Ruffian, your rival, ever talk with you, 
direftly oi indirectly, about me ? Anfwer, fir, I con- 
jure you, without the leaft referve. 

Before I had heard one half of what his highnefs 
had to fay, I was confcious to myfelf, that I had beea 
guilty of too much imprudence. I faw at once 
through the whole plan of the intrigue between Ju(^ 
tina and the German, my rival; and it ftruck me with 
horror and confufion. I endeavoured, however, to 
recover myfelf, and be as fedate as poffibly I could,, 
not thinking it advifeable to open the whole matter 
at once to that unhappy prince: I contented myfelf 
therefore with telling him ingenuoufly, that } had 

hear4 
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KetiTd his name mentioned at Vienna, amongft a great 
number of other princes, who were upon their tra- 
vels ; but that I had never heard it once mentioned 
at Naples ; to which I added, that notwithftandin^ 
the German my rival was as attentive as any one 
well could be to what pafTed at court, he feemed 
fully perfuaded, for a confiderable time, that the no- 
bleman incog, at the caftie of St. Elme, was the che- 
valier de St. George ; but afterward? he concluded 
him to be a Turkifh prince^ of whofe efcape from 
the feraglio he himfelf gave us a particular detail* 
And it is highly probable, faid T, that he knows no- 
thing of your departure from Ruffiaj at leaft, he 
never opened his lips to me in any refpe6l relating 
to your highnefs. So much the worfe, (aid the prince,, 
fetching a deep figh at the fame time : the villain 
has,, it is true, been too iharp for you, but has not 
as yet met with his deferts. Time, however, brings 
all things to light. He ciofed this melancholy fcene 
with defiring me to keep the difcovery which he had 
made, an impenetrable fecret; to a^ the part of a 
fincere friend,, and to pay him my vifits once at leaft 
every day. 

As foon as I had taken my leave, and found my* 
felf alone, I recolledled every minute clrcumftance 
that his highnefs . had been pleafed fo. frankly ta 
communicate; and by comparing the whole with 
what I had unguardedly difcovered to the perfidious 
Juftina, and the particular defcription I had given her 
of the Polonefe ftranger, I was fully convinced, that 
I had actually betrayed the unfortunate Czar6witz. 
How deteftable a figure did even Juftina make at that 
critical conjuncture! and with what abhorrence did 

I refledb 
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I reflect on all her artful and infidious proceedings! 
Muft youy (aid I, muft you, thou perfidious miTcre- 
ant! abufe the facred name of love, in order to en- 
gage and draw your unhappy, your credulous dotard^ 
into fuch an infamous intrigue! could not I then 
love you, without forfeiting either my honour or my 
life? As thefe relu^nt refle£Uons threw me into 
a fit of defpair, I determined, at all adventures, to 
cntruft the baron with the whole important fecret. 
I begged of him accordingly to honour me with a vifit 
directly, and, in the moft obliging manner, he in- 
ftantly complied with my requeft. I difcovered to 
him, under the fanftion, of an inviolable fecret, the 
real quality of the prince Alexis Petrowitz, his too 
well grounded uneafinefs and inquietude in regard 
to the treacherous RufHan, and my too perfidious 
Juftina. I confulted with him, whether I ought not, 
in point of honour, to acquaint the prince ingenuouf- 
ly with my juft fufpicions relative to Juftina and my 
rival, that he might be the better judge of his dan- 
gerous fituation, and enabled thereby to make a fafe 
retreat, before it was too late. The baron was of 
my opinion, and generous enough to tedify his rea- 
dlnefs to facrifice the credit and reputation of his 
niece to the fuperior regard and concern he was in 
for his highnefs, left his delay in point of removal 
might prove of fatal confequence; and the baron 
gave into that fentiment of mine the more willingly, 
as he had but fo lately difcovered that treacherous 
intrigue from the information of her governante. 

That unhappy infpedtrefs, too much confided in 
by the baron, after ihe had not only connived at the 
perfidy of Juftina, but been an accomplice in her in- 
trigue. 
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trigue, foon found herfelf (hamefully abandoned and 
forfaken by thofe, on whofe future favours (he toa 
creduloufly relied. Nothhigk howerefi isinore-com-* 
xnon, than to find, that perfons guilty of the mofl: 
difhonourable actions are for the mod: part jealous of 
thofe who have aided and aflifted them in the fuc- ' 
cefsful profecution of their wicked defigns. That 
Florentine governante, reduced to defpair, through 
the fear of meeting with (bme very fevere puniihment 
in (bme meafure adequate to her demerits, had taken 
fkn£tuary within the walls of a church, and there 
poifoned herfelf; which is commonly the demiere re- 
forte of fuch mercenary wretches, in almoft all parts 
of Italy. The horrors of death, however, awakening 
her confcience, and accufing her of the atrocious 
crime (he had been guilty of, fhe had fent a fpecial 
meffenger to the baron, by the exprefs orders of her 
confeffor, and revealed to him the whole myfterious 
mifconduft of his niece. According to her depofiti- 
on, the Ruffian was far from being an adorer of Juf- 
tina, and had bufmefs in his head, of more impor- 
tance than a love intrigue only; and therefore, as to 
that particular, he informed me juftly. He had ne- 
ver addreifed Juftina, before it was requifite for the 
more effectual accompliihment of his fecret commif- 
iion ; but in order to anfwer his artful and private 
views, he had deluded her with pompous promiles. 
Juftina, dazzled by his grand appearance and the ex- 
travagant expences he was at to gratify her vanity, 
had made him large conceffions, and, to all outward 
appearance, favours beyond his infifting upon; but a 
young traveller and an artful courtier feldom fail of 
accepting wind-fails of that nation, when they drop 

into 
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into their mouths. T'he afTumed German, obliged 
to move oflF the fpot directly, by means of our dueJ». 
was delirous of paying Juftina an equivalent for 
the important fervrce Ihe had done him, and thought 
himfelf obliged, in point of honour, to entruft her 
with the fecret. Before he departed from Naples,, 
he wrote a concife billet to her, and accompanied it 
with a carkanet, or rich necklace of diamonds inter* 
mixed with rubies ; but begged of her to keep both 
the affair of the prince, and his duet with her lov^r,. 
inviolable fecrets. Juftina, according to her gover- 
nante's report, terrified by the ftings of confcience^ 
and being equally afraid of being fufpe^ed as an ac- 
complice in the Ruffian's intrigue, and the death of 
her avowed lover, refolvcd withiu herfelf to make 
all the hafte ihe poffibly could to the port where he 
propofed to embark. The Florentine declared, that 
the Ruffian, perfedlly ftartled at that rafh refolution,. 
fcrupled much to give any ear to it, and expoftula- 
ted with her in regard to the prefervation of her 
own honour, the duty flie owed to her indulgent 
uncle, and to the flill ftronger obligation (he lay un^* 
der to her conftant and faithful adorer. Juftina, be- 
ing apprehenfive, that her governante might prove 
a means to obftru£t her flight, had then wrote to the 
baron, and put her billet up in a cover, addreffed to 
one of his intimate friends at Capua, in order to be 
fent-from thence to Naples. The governante wa» 
diredted to carry it, and return to her apartment for 
a fmall box of papers which Juftina had left behind 
her. That was nothing, doubtlefs, more than a 
ftratagem to make her efcape; for the veiTel had fet 
fail for fome time before ihe came back from the 

porti 



COQJJETTE, &fr. 2SS 

port. The baron could get no farther inteHigence^ 
becaufe the Florentine died foon after the remittance 
of his niece's box. 

Of all the papers therein contamed, we fixed on« 
}y on the farewel billet of the Rufllan, and determi- 
ned to carry it to the Czar^itz. On my fir ft en- 
trance into the prince's apartment, Your highnefs^ 
faid ly has too juft grounds to complain of my con- 
duct : I have innocently betrayed you ; betrayed you 
without my knowledge, and, in all refpe£ts, againft 
my inclinations ; and there is no unfortunate event 
could poilibly create me greater pain or anxiety of 
mind : but there is ftill time enough to avoid the im- 
pending danger, and I am now come to offer you 
my fervice, at the peril of my life, to fecure you a 

fafe retreat. What do 1 hear ? cried the prince, 

in a violent pai&on. ^Havc you betrayed me ? and 

dare you tell me fo to my face ? After that, he 

fteppcd a little on one fide with a menacing air> 
and a feeming refolution to be revenged : but the ba- 
ron approaching him, and prefenting to Bfei the Ruf- 
fian's billet and Juftina'a letter, faid to his highnefs,. 
with a very refpeftful, but intrepid accent, Behold 
there, my good prince, our perfeft juftification ! and 
in the perufal you will find how dearly we have paid 
for it. I refumed the converfation, and whilft his 
highnefs was reading the contents of the two billets,. 
I told him the ftory which the pretended German 
liad trumped up, of the efcape of an Ottoman prince 
out of the feraglio, and the artful wile he had made 
ufe of to induce me to give him a defcription of the 
Polonefe nobleman, whom I had feen at Vienna. la 
fcort, I concluded my difcourfe with the following 

lemarki 
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remark ; namely, that how great foever my a€l of 
imprudence was, there was no pofllbiiity of my a- 
voiding it : and fince I loft my miftrefs by that means, 
the greatefl: lofs I could poflibly fuflainy my inno- 
cence could never with the leaft colour of juftice be 
fufpefted. 

I am very fenfible, replied the prince, of your in- 
nocence ; and I can a&ribe fo unpremeditated a mis- 
fortune to nothing but my own unhappy fate. But 
what have I done to love, cried he, that I am perfe- 
cutcd after this moft cruel manner ! The principal 
motive of my father's high refentment arofe from 
this ; namely, that' I loved a Ruffian lady, whom he 
did not approve of; and that I could not love the 
princefs whom he compelled me to marry. Am I 
doomed then to live an eternal enemy to love ? and 
by what an unaccountable fatality am I here refident 
at Naples to interrupt your amours h - H ow comes 
it to pafs, that the perfidiouCnefs and inconftancy 
of your miftrefs (hould fall with vengeance on my 
head, and menace me with frefh misfortunes ? 

His highnefs, after he had thus reflefted on his 
wayward fortune, let drop a few difconfolate tears* 
and then embraced me as a fellow fuifferer: he paid 
the fame refpedt afterwards to the baron, and con- 
doled with him on the undutiful deportment of his 
beauteous niece; and after thefe tcftimonies of his 
friendfhip, begged of us to give him our beft advice 
for the fecurity of his perfon. We thought it moft 
advifeable to withdraw direftly, either to England, or 
to Spain. As to the Spaniards, he faid he had a kind 
of averfion to their converfation ; and as to the En- 

li, he had no private pique ; but the affair of ba- 
ron 
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ron Gortz, and the count Gyllemberg, were then fo 
recent, and with which the name of his father the 
czar was fo far blended, that he could entertain no 
thoughts of fleering that courfe. He exhorted us, 
as we regarded his peace, to keep his quality an invio- 
lable fecret, and to fraother, as far as in us lay, the 
unfortunate and infamous condu6t of the lady Jufti- 
na. That laft exhortation was almoft needlefs; for 
it was necefTary for both our credits, to conceal that 
frightful ftory, as much as poflible, from having any 
affinity with the views of the prince. As for my 
own part, I heiartily wilhed it was in my power to 
erafe the name ai Juftina out of my thoughts, (b dif- 
honourableand blame- worthy were the numerous and 
expenfive foUies of which I was guilty, through my 
exceflive fondnefs for that fair inconftant. 

Notwithllanding our advice, and the dangerous 
iituation the Czardwitz was in, he (pent feveral days 
in a ftate of wavering irrefolution, and by that un- 
happy delay loft the opportunity of evading his fa-' 
ther's clofeft refearches. So true is it> that there are 
fome misfortunes which are fatally inevitable. We 
thought it our duty to perfuade him, if pofFible, to 
withdraw inftantaneoully, and (ecure a retreat : but 
he feemed chained down to Naples, as it were, by 
an inviiible hand; and he was too foon made fenii- 
ble of his want of refolution. He faw too foon that 
his fears were well-grounded, and repented of his 
not llllening to our advice> when it was too late ; 
for whilft he was ftudying what meafures were beft 
to be purfiied, a meflenger waited on him, to let him 
know that count Tolftoy, privy counfellor to the czar, 
and the fieur RomanzofF, deflred to fpeak with hini 
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by order of the czar, his father, who was at that junc- 
ture relident at the Spa. The unhappy prince Alex- 
is was perfectly thunder-ftruck at this unexpected 
news ; and he could think of no other ways or means 
to extricate himfelf out of this labyrinth of diftrefs^ 
but a firm and invincible refolution not to^ fee them ; 
and urged as a juft reafon, that the chaia€ter he was 
diftinguifhed by at Naples was not that of a prince, 
to whom their commiifion was addreffed. The arri- 
val of thefe two envoys cleared up likewife our fuf- 
picions in regard to the perfidious Juftina. The ba- 
ron was overwhelmed with grief on this occafion; 
and my forrowfiil heart fwelled with the moft poig- 
nant reflections on the perfidioufnefs and inconftancy 
of her whom it had fo many years adored* The dif- 
grace, in which I had been an involuntarily partaker^ 
was fo fevere a puniihment of even the remembrance 
of my love, that I durft not prefume to fee the face 
of the prince any more. He fent a meifenger, how- 
fver, to find me out, in order to communicate to 
me his thoughts on this important occafion. They 
were the thoughts, indeed, of ah irrefohite and de* 
fponding prince. The only point in which he was 
not to be deterred from his purpofe was this; name- 
ly, not to have the fliorteft interview, nay, not fo 
much as a fight of his father's envoys i neither of 
Tolftoy, nor Romanzoffl As to the latter, he had 
an inconceivable averfion to him, as he afcribed to 
his councils the violent meafures which his father 
had taken to reclaim him. - He had a ftrong idea like- 
wife that the affumed German, my rival, was a near 
relation of his. Thoie envoys were refolute, and 
would not be controuled. Tolftoy was a very able 

and 
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and experienced miniflery and. a confummate negoci- 
ator ; and RomanzofFy an intrepid one. They knew 
every ftep which the prince took ^ and one day, be- 
ing credibly informed, that he was at the viceroy's, 
they artfully gained admittance, and furprifed him 
there. Thus difcovered, he could not refufe heark- 
ening to what they had to offer. They approached 
him with all the fubmlilion and refpeft that was due 
to one of his high rank and charadter, and in fhort 
delivered their credentials. Both of them exhorted 
him, in the fofteft terms, to return to Peterfburgh as 
foon as poffible, and affured him, at the fame time, 
of his father's clemency and bclination to be recon- 
ciled. I was prefent myfelf at this moving fcene» 
and I was deeplj^ concerned to fee the embarraifment 
and confufion the unhappy Czardwitz was m. That 
unfortunate prince defired that I would attend him 
to his apartments, which honour I readily accepted 
of; but he faid nothing material, and only fetched a 
deep 6gh every now and then, m our pafiage to th^ 
callle, and clofed them with the pathetic exclamation^ 
Q ! unfortunate Alexis ! 
No fooner were we alone in his apartment, than 
he took the czar*s letter out of his pocket, and did 
me the honour to communicate to me the important 
- contents. Read there, fir, faid he, (with his eyes 
full of tears) read there, my final fentence.-»-I read it 
accordingly ; and I muft confefs, I felt fuch a fecret 
forrow piercing my heart, as no one could poflibly 
prevent, on fight of the peremptory orders of an in- 
cenfed and defpotic monarch. The letter was dated 
from the Spa, from whence he wrote it, on his arrival 
ftom Paris on the i6th of July, 171 7. He talked to^ 
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him both in the language of a parent and a fovereign 
that would be obeyed, nnd charged his fon according- 
ly to withdraw dire£tly from his fituation, be it where 
it would, and return to Ruflia with all convenient 
rpeed, on pain of his high dilpleafure. As I was but 
little acquainted with the miliinderftanding that had 
been long fubiifting between the father and fon, I de- 
fired him to take courage, and not to be fo greatly 
dejected, iince the terms in which the letter was 
couched, Teemed to indicate, in my humble opinion, 
a general pardon, in cafe of reiignation to his fa- 
ther's will. He interrupted my difcourfe, however, in 
faying to me, 

Alas! you are a ftranger to my misfortunes, my 
dear Gratianl I and you do not know, that what my 
father offers me is as great a misfortune, in my eye at 
leaft, as canpoflibly befal me. The habit of a monk 
muft be aflumed immediately on my arrival ; and that 
is the moft merciful lot that I can pofllbly hope for. 
In order to regain the good graces, and a perfeft recon- 
ciliation with my father, I was fo weak as to promife 
him that from thenceforward I would confine myfelf for 
life to a convent. And ever iince the death of the prin- 
cefs, he has never failed of infixing on my compliance 
with that promife againft my inclination. Now that, fir, 
isall the mercy and clemency I fliall meet with at Ruflia, 
if my father carries his refentment no farther. — ^O fatal 
promife ! O cruel deftiny, of which doom my flight 

has haftened the unavoidable effedl! O hard lot 

of princes, cried he, burfl:ing out into a flood of 
tears I O that I had been born under the roof of an 
honelly unambitious peafant I 

Grief, 
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Grief, in ihort, had Co far overwhelmed hii high- 
nefsy that I durfl not interpofe, or tell him that he 
indulged it to excefs. Nay, I myfelf was fo incenfed 
at the ungenerous and mercenary proceedings of my 
once-beloved Juftina, which had fo vilibly augment- 
ed the misfortunes of the Czarewitz, that I had much 
ado to refrain from puniihing my credulity in fixing 
my love on fo unworthy an object. Notwithftand- 
ing the diftant refpe£t that was due to the prince, I 
was fo little matter of my condudt, that in a fit of def- 
pair I drew my fword, and was going to plunge it in- 
to my heart, that had been fo unhappy as to figh a 
thoufand times for fucha perfidious roifcreant as Juf- 
tina. The prince, ftartled at my refolution, obliged 
me to dedfl ; and when I had told him the motive that 
induced me to that rafh adion, he aiTured me in the 
moffc obliging terms, that he was fo far from enter- 
taining the lead jealous thought of my innocence 
in regard to him, that he always efteemed him- 
felf happy in having two fuch generous and fincere 
friends, as the baron and myfelf. Immediately 
after this, he ordered a bed to be provided for my 
reception in his own apartments, and I was ai- 
med for ever in his company from that day. The 
confidence which he repofed in me, encouraged 
me to ufe my utmod endeavours to fettle and fix 
his refolutions, which were too wavering ; and infpire 
him with a greater fubmiilion to the exprefs orders of 
the czar. I took the liberty to reprefent to him 
the pleafing profpedt that he had of his father's cle- 
mency and indulgence towards him, as being his only 
fon ; and that dread which he ought to conceive of 
his feverity, as a fovereign, in cafe of farther provo- 
cation. All the foft perfuafions I could think of, 

however. 
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howerer, proTed alto^^.ther ioeffefhial ; becsiufe he 
would encertsin no other idea of his father, than of 
sn incenfed and irrecondleable monarch. His want 
of courage and lelblationy howerer, intimidated me 
from advifing him to take any fuch bold fteps which 
a prince more intrepid and enterprifing would, with 
pleafore, venture to take in the fearch after a new re- 
treat. 

The enTojs of the czar, who were no ftrangers to 
his natural timidity, artfiilly reprefented to him, that 
he had juft grounds to fear that the emperor, his bro* 
ther-in-law, would abandon his intereft rather than 
difoblige the crar. They reprefented to him (though 
far from being matter of faft) that the court of Vien- 
na was tired with giving an afylum to a (hibbora 
and difbbedient p:ince; and that, in cafe he perfiil- 
ed in bis rebellion and undutiful deportment toward 
fb indulgent a father as the czar was, they wouid 
deliver him up, though againft his inclinations^ ra- 
ther than give the leafl difguft to fb potent an ally. 
This was an artful device of an able and experien- 
ced minifter, though it was an egregious falfehood; 
and his imperial majefty, as foon as he heard of it, 
in very warm terms refented the infult. Falfe as their 
arguments were, however, they made a fh-onger im- 
preflionon the young prince's mind, who was too cre- 
dulous, than all the perfuafions or advice we could 
give him to fecure a timely retreat. A tremor feiz- 
ed him; and he determined at laft to write a fubmiA 
five and penitential letter to his father, to implore 
his royal mercy and reconciliation. In this letter he 
acknowledges bis undutiful deportment, and promifes 
upon his honour to fet out for Peterfburgh as faon 
as poffibly he could. Nay, his terror had fuch an 

as 
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influence over him> that he demeaned hioifelf fo far» 
as to beg Tolftoy and RomanzofF, though he looked 
upon them as implacable enemies, to ufe their inte- 
refl with his father, and accomplifh for him, if they 
could, a thorough reconciliation. They faithfully 
promifed, like true courtiers, that they would : but 
no fooner had they difpatched that letter under his 
own hand than they teazed him, day after day, to pre- 
pare for his departure. The poor prince could not 
come to a fettled refolution, but poftponed his de- 
parture from time to time: and by a fatal reprefen- 
tation of that wayward and malicious fortune that 
attended him, he faid to me one day. We will not 
fet out till the day after to-morrow; for be it when 
it will, I fhall arrive foon enough, either for my in- 
terment, or my entrance into a convent. 

I did all that lay in my power to alleviate his anxi- 
ous cares i and I propofed to him, in order if pofli- 
ble to calm his inquietudes, to refide for fome ihort 
time at Rome, before we purfued our intended voy- 
age. He approved of my motion, and I had the ho- 
nour to acccompany him thither. The arrival of the 
hereditary prince of Mofcovyin that city furprifed the 
whole inhabitants. He came there, as it were, by 
enchantment ; for no foul had the lead: intimation that 
he intended to honour that court withavifit. His 
holinefs received him there with all the honours due 
to his high birth and charadter. The cardinal Pau- 
lucci fent him his coaches, and don Carlo Albani, 
the pope's nephew, attended on him, in order to fhew 
him all their rich churches, and other cuiiofities 
that the city afforded ; and made, nioreover, a ve- 
ry fumptuous entertainment for him in the Vati- 
can. 
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can. The Czardwitz, however, feemed to take 
but little notice of what he faw, nor to take any 
great delight in the favourable reception that he 
met with wherever he went : he was naturally 
of an indolent temper; but as he was involved in 
fuch a fea of troubles, he was entirely regardlefs of 
all the honours that were paid him. 

Alas ! that unfortunate prince's thoughts were whol- 
ly taken up in melancholy reflexions on his hard lot 
in life, and the ucklilh fituation of his aflFairs ; and he 
faw himfelf furroundedby attendants whom he look- 
ed upon as fo many minifters only of his father's ven- 
geance. He fighed in the midll of all compliments 
that were paid him, and at every table where he was 
regaled in the moft magnificent manner; and when- 
ever he could fteal away from his company, without 
being guilty of ill manners, he would embrace the op- 
• portunity, and, when we were alone would commu- 
nicate to me all his reftlefs and iineafy thoughts. No- 
thing, in Ihort, could difpel the melancholy gloom. 
As for my own part, I was as little difpofed to be chear- 
ful as he was. The idea of Juftina haunted me 
wherever I went, and demonftrated to me, that as it 
was not in the power of mankind to be wholly free 
from all amorous paflions, fo it was almoft as impof- 
lible for a man totally and abfolutely to deteft the 
objedt that he once adored. Had not I all the juft 
reafons in the world to look upon Juftina with an 
eye of indignation and contempt ? Her difdain, her 
perfidy, her infamous flight her abje6t and mean-fpi- 
rited intrigue, which proved fo fatal to prince Alexis's 
repofe, were motives, any one would think, fuffici- 
ent to make me abhor the vecy thought of her : ftill, 
however odious ihe appeared b my eyes, I could not 

erafe 
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erafe fo once beloved an phjeGt. from my heart : nay, I 
couid icarcely refrain from ikedding a compafiionate 
tear on account of that paniihment whkh beavea 
thcnight' proper to infiid upon iaer for her ^portoient 
towards ker unde, as well astamyfdlf. .. 

J3k£tlasLy after ibe had tiros : deluded taqid .difbdnour* 

cd her: uncle and me, aaid iliimefiilly impored on faer 

goveroante, was at izSt equaUy deoeivod and ahan** 

doaed by bim, to whom fbe had iactcEced her ho* 

mooTf ^hei conicietice,: and the futuite happinefs of th« 

Csarewicz. She berielf communkxted die di^ac^ 

and infup^rtable misfoctiues .whtdi^ ihe : Idyouied 

tinder, to the baron her'unck, bjra Jetter which, he 

isBt to me at Rome. She therek conoplained that 

ber Ruffian gallant, to whofe real name J&e was even 

tben^n abfokte ibrai^er, had conducted lier to Fzf 

1^8, wiierehe thought to haverCbniid the csar, ahdfroiti 

theiaee to the^German Spa, from: whence he was but 

jtift departed : and beiiigdifapJK»nted of meeting witlk 

Mm ftierfe, hie bad^ left her behind' him under pcetence 

of ate rmportant commHIlon which he was indiipenii*- 

blyobKged to tranfad-with bis Ruffian raajefly, who 

was tben rcfident at Amfterdam, To thi« information 

fte addedi -that after fhe bad waited Ibr the viMii% 

tttHm for fbme time to ho purpofe, «nd foviidiher*^ 

fk^f Abandoned b/ the take, w^om ber gsXtuuhad 

k# to wait on ^r duiung hi^ abfenciey ihe came to 

an abfolute r^foltftidn to return to her mother's houft 

at Breflan, in order to conceal her difgrace and de- 

j[pair; Ey bis laft ankle of her letter under Jier ow« 

itahd,^ I platdlj^ perceived that tim incooflaacy and pen** 

fidiottfnefs of JitfUna was not otrxumfbibed hy the 

bounds '^-lioAOttPibu&^ that the.&afEai^ vrhomi 

' • Vol. II. N looked 
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looked upon as a raaa of coniage, and above tbe 
commifiion of may abje£k or diilioiKmrable aidioiiy had, 
in the moft ignomiiuoiiA muuier, abofed the weak- 
nefs and. credulity of a jom^ lady o€ high birth and 
fortune. Could ihe, poor deluded creature! exped 
«ny better treatment from a mifcreattt whofe l^art 
could be (b baie» (b abjed as to floop to the merce- 
nary employment of an impious fpy ? Thus die no- 
Ibrtunate Jafiinay in order to be revenged of her gal- 
lant, dticovered the whole intr^e to her unde, and 
begpd of him to acquaint the Czarewitz, that he was 
b etr ay ed : but her inteiligence came too late. 

As din letter, however, mighl: give the prince fynt 
lt|^t in the prefent unhappy iituation of his afiairs, I 
could not prevail on myfdf to kei^p (uch an Impor- 
tant article an inviolable fecret $ nay, I thought my- 
lelf indiipenfibly obliged, in pwnt^f honour, to giv^; 
him the pero^ d£ it... Apcoftiiiigly I ^id it be^re 
him ) but it proved only &wei to tbe ^aoae,. it oply 
revived his fears and dnfpair rand m the ^J^igbt of his 
refentment he fw6re, that .he wifhed only to reign for 
one day, that he might facrifice, to his vengeance and 
lome, the inllain who had betrayed him in fo infamous 
and didkottourable tTioanner. He aflced Tolftoy and 
Romanaoff* divert queftionsfdatiyje to the qufditjof 
that treacherous Ruffian^ but both. of thfiifOi.foiemniy 
Iwore, that thfif kncfw nothing i of him. Tbofe faifq 
oaths were, doubdels,* looked, updn as 'nothing more 
than faihionable court-evaiions, which impious cuf- 
tom gives a kind of fandion to, when by tbofe means 
Vfecretof ftate can lie hflippil)p cooccakd j for it could 
not fiuify be fuppofcd.that thoft t^n^o ai^tful minifters 

tpetfk&Bniff^ to th^iArngiu^fif/J^fij/ia. But 
-' .11 .,. . bi 
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be that as it might, the prince purfued his voyage, 
and made me promife that I fhould attend him to the 
court of Vienna. 

His vifit there was but very Ihortj for the czar 
was, at that time, aftuaUy arrived at Peteriburgh ; 
and the emperor, in hopes that the czar might be 
the more readily induced to take pity and compafHon 
on his brother-in-law, prefled the Czarewitz to fet 
iaii for Ruflia as foon as poffible. Some few days 
before his departure, I had the confolation of his be- 
ing once more a partner in my forrows and concerns, 
in regard to rfie untimely death of the tinfortunate 
and perfidious Juilina, the melancholy circumftances 
whereof the baron, her uncle, had communicated to 
me, by fending me feveral letters whict he had receiv- 
ed from his fifter- in-law, then refiding at Breflau. 
That lady overwhelmed with griefanddefpair to find 
her daughter's honour loft at a fordid game with an 
infamous debauchee of a Ruffian, had waited on the 
czar whilft he was on his pafiage into his own domi- 
nions. As his Ruffian majefty was refident for feve- ^ 
ral days at Berlin, ihe found an opportunity of throw- 
ing herfelf proftrate at his feet in the caftle royal of 
Montbijon, (where he lodged) and prefented her in- 
jured and unhappy daughter to him. That monarch,, 
upon her nielancholy complaint, promifed her at 
once all the fatisfadion fhe could reafonably defire* 
He began, however, to waver a little, and take the 
injury offered to the young lady into his more ferious 
confideration, when he heard mention made of the 
intrigue at Naples : that artful ftroke of court politics 
gave a fort of new turn to the afiair. The czar was 
remarkable for his peculiar regard to firidt juflice, 
N z yet 
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jet he was not for punifting the man who had too 
faithfully executed his commands. He therefore pre- 
tending to be an utter ftranger to the poi&t in quefti* 
on* alked JufHiia the naoie of her ungrateful and per- 
fidious gallant. She could give him no other, but 
hit aflumed one ; and though fhe gave as particular 
a deicription of his perfoa as pofllbJy &e could» no- 
body could conjedure who he (hould be. The lady, 
plainly perceiving that there were no hopes of fuccefs^ 
(bed a (hower of tears in the prefence of the czar. 
An unfortunate beauty ia tears is fomething peculiar- 
ly ftrikingi whereupon his Rufiian majeHy af- 
felled by her defpair, obliged all his retinue, which 
was pretty aumerous, to appear before her, except 
the real part/ concerned. He ilill carried the point 
farther. He offered to take the young lady along 
with him to Peteribnrgh, in order to her being a maid 
of honour to the czartna» and thereupon withdrew^ 
promifing hef at the iame time, that in cafe ihe 
thought proper to accept of faia offer, he would d<» 
her juftioe in regard to the peribn who had injured 
her, and would compel him him to marry her in cafe 
he ihottJd ever find him out. What could the 
cxar do more ? Juftina, however, did not think fit 
to accept of the car*a propofal, chufing rather to 
bury her disgrace in fome part of her mother's eiiatea 
than to unke a public proclamation of it in Rdfia. 
Accordingly fhe returned from Berlin into SUeiia, hue 
died there as foon as fhe arrived. It was the common 
Kpor^ indeed^ that her vexatioas and difappcint- 
«mt9» togethec with the&tigues of her royage, had 

flatteDeQ 
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hiftened her end; but her mother herfelf was too ful- 
ly coaviAced that ihe had put a period to her misfor- 
tunes, by the ufe of fome effeduai poilon, with which 
ilie had forniihed herfelf^ at all adventures, when 
flie fled from Naples. 

. Thus died the charming Ji^ftina, after having been 
the fport of love, intereil ai^l perfidy, one after the 
other. What hard fate for fo amiable a young la* 
dy ? I mufl confefs, continued iignor Gratiani, fetch- 
ing a deep figh at the fame time, that notwithftand- 
ing the horror and deteftation with which her per* 
&iiousand ungrateful conduct had infpired me, I could 
nor refrain from burfHng into tears on readmg the 
melancholy news. The young prince Alexis feenied 
almoft as much afie^ed as myfelf ; nay, he a&ed th^ 
part of a friend fo far, as to forget, to all outward 
appearance, the weight of his own misfortunes, in 
order to comfort and condole with me under mine. 
Thi9 teftimoay of his peculiar generolity and friend* 
ihip for me, llrosgly engaged my affe^ions towardt 
bim. I offered my (ervice to attend him to PeterG- 
btiir^if he thought proper *, for an unfortunate piince» 
had he no other cfadurms than his bare misfortunes, 
has very powerful attractions. However, he bfifted 
on my going no farther. He gave me, moreover^ 
private mtimation, that fome Ruflians in his retinue 
were jealous of me, and advifed me to change my 
name on my return, and to let no one know what 
route I look* left I fhould feel the weight of the czar's 
refentment: and from that time to this, I have af- 
fumed the title of fignor Gratiani. He charged me 
likewife to remove before him, that he might be 
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well fatisfied of my fafe retreat. In fliort, he made 
me promife him, upon oath, that in cafe of a recon- 
dliation between him and his father, and that if ever 
it (kould be his lot to fit on the throne of Ruffia, i 
would pa74um a perfonal vifit. The farewel which 
that prince took of me was very affe6lionate, and 
Tery friendly ; and upon my departure he made me 
a prefent of this fword, his watch, and fhuff-box. 
I was fo far moved and concerned, when I found 
myfelf obliged to leave him, that I was not able to 
find words fufficient to exprefs my moft ardent wifliea 
for his future profperity, and his happy reconciliation 
with his father. In a word, I went away, purfuant 
to his orders; and on my firft arrival at Naples I 
found frefh additions to my forrow. 

The good baron, overwhelmed before with the in- 
firmities of old age, was unable to fuftain the weight 
of fuch heavy affliftions. The falihood and ingra- 
titude of Juftina, on whom he doted as much as if 
fte had been his only daughter, had infected his de- 
clining years with mortal vexations. I found he 
funk under them, and in lefs than a month's tune ex- 
pired with reluftance, as not having it in his power, 
to give me his benedidlion, before he died. I mourn- 
ed for the lofs of him, as deeply as if he had been 
my natural parent. His indulgent benefadions, his 
iinaifedled love and concern for my welfare, and his 
univerfal good charader, had rendered him infinitely 
dear to me; and his death had been for me an unex 
hauftible fource of tears, had not the misfortunes of 
the prince Alexis furniihed me with a frefli objedt of 
woe, that demanded my utmoft pity and compaf- 
fion. 

The 
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The public prints too foon confirmed the melancho* 
\y news of the difinheritance of the unfortunate 
Czarewitz. As foon as I heard it, I was in pain for' 
his life ; and foon after, an exprefs came with an ac- 
count of his tragic end. Although the manner of 
his being cut off* continues to this daj a moot point, 
I heard enough to convince me, that whether inno- 
cent or blame-worthy, the horrors which that young 
prince conceived of his father's difpleafure and refent- 
ment were but too juftly grounded. It would be 
unbecoming in me to cenfure the condu^ of the czar 
towards his only fon : the veneration and refpe^, 
however, which is due to all fovereigns, whether cle- 
ment or auftere, does not hinder me from bemoan- 
ing the hard lot of a prince, who has honoured me 
with many diftinguiihed favours, and who(e misfor- 
tunes were occafioned, or at leaft haftened, through 
the ingratitude and treachery of my perfidious miftrefs. 
Thus, ladies and gentlemen, faid fignor Gratiani, 
have, I given you a full account of the motives that 
induce me to bewail the hard fate of the young 
prince Alexis with the utmoft fincerity and unaffedted 
fbrrow. Ever fince his death, my refidence at Na- 
ples, where I had the honour to be acquainted with 
him firft, is now grown infupportable to me : it was 
not in lay power torefide there any longer, fince every 
thing brought to my remembrance his misfortunes, 
and the perfidious deportment of my once beloved Juf-- 
tina. Ever fince that unhappy time, I have amufed 
myfelf in travelling from one country to another, and 
am now come to the Spa, in erder to forget my lor- 
rows by the help of chearful company^. 

F I N I 
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